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A Winter's tale 


IT had to be a hard winter this 
year. Against the background of 
the Gulf war nothing else would 
have seemed quite appropriate. 
So last year, the wind and this 
year the snow. Heaven for the 
young, cruel for the elderly, the 
poor and the homeless, and a 
mixture of wonder and frustra- 
tion for the rest of us. 

Given the Arctic conditions, 
it would have seemed quite 
understandable had the most 
isolated churches cancelled a 
service here, abandoned a choir 
practice there, or even postpon- 
ed a wedding. But not a bit of 
it. On the snowiest Sunday in 
February, in tiny Swyncombe, 
people walked the last mile to 
church. 

At Todmarton, Evensong was 
held in the Manor House, and in 
Great Harwood the congrega- 
tion squeezed into the chancel to 
avoid missing their regular Sun- 
day worship. In some cases, at- 
tendance figures were actually 
up. Seventy-five folk managed 
to get to church in snowbound 
Deddington and at Barford St 
John where the regular con- 
gregation numbers about twelve, 
twenty voices were raised in 
praise ... “it really has been 
magnificent” said their vicar, 
the Revd Ken Reeves. 

But obviously they are a tough 
breed in Barford. On a snowy 
Saturday, when Mr Reeves 
found his car marooned by 
drifts, and Sally Jones and Clive 
Wyatt were determined to go 
ahead with their 2pm wedding, 
he asked a farmer friend to get 
him to church by Land Rover. 
“One road was blocked, so we 
tried the longpr route, picking 
up a stranded young lady on the 
way. Just as we were arriving, 
we spotted the bride and groom 
hand-in-hand, trudging through 
the snow. Both were beautiful- 
ly dressed in full wedding 
regalia — and wellies,” Ken 
Reeves said. 

All ended happily. Sally and 
Clive swapped wellies for wed- 
ding shoes, and were married 
without light, heating or organ 
before a congregation of 15 in- 
stead of the expected 85 — but 
with much good humour — and 
on time! 



Photo: Dorchester Abbey by Frank Blackwell 


Getting together for Lent 


LENT ’91, the course produced jointly 
by the Diocese of Oxford and Radio 
Oxford, is being followed by almost 500 
groups of Christians, almost double the 
projected demand. In fact, it has prov- 
ed so popular that it has been twice 
reprinted. Packs have been sold as far 
afield as Canada, South Africa and 
Southern Ireland as well as throughout 
the United Kingdom. The Royal Navy 
have also bought the course — ‘in dou- 
ble figures’. * 

The course was the result of a chance 
conversation btween John Bright, the 
BBC Radio Oxford station manager, 
Michael Apichella of Spirit Level , David 
Winter, the Diocesan Officer for 
Evangelism, Alan Smith of the New Road 
Baptist Church in Oxford and Richard 
Thomas, the Diocesan Communications 
Officer. 


“We wanted to produce a Lent course 
this year that would not only be useable 
by BBC Radio Oxford, but would also 
reflect the expected interest in the Decade 
of Evangelism. We also wanted the 
course to be usable by other groups 
ecumenically across the Diocese, even if 
they lived outside the broadcast area,”’ 
said Richard Thomas. 

The result was five audio programmes, 
designed and recorded by the Radio Ox- 
ford Spirit Level team, and a video 
directed and produced by Richard 
Thomas. There are also leaders/par- 
ticipants notes. 

“The whole project was made on a 
shoestring budget of £3,000. this has 
meant that the quality of the presenta- 
tion has suffered slightly, and the video 
is training rather than broadcast quali- 
ty. But ecologically speaking, this has 


meant that we can produce the course at 
a reasonable price without wasting 
money on fancy packaging,” Richard 
Thomas says. 

“I am most encouraged by the en- 
thusiasm shown by so many people for 
the Decade of Evangelism and for this 
course, though the real test will be when 
the groups meet during Lent to do it. So 
far the feedback has been excellent,” he 
says. 

It still isn ' t too late to tune into Lent VI 
on BBC Radio Oxford , at 8pm on 
Thursdays until March 21 or to join in their 
' phone in from 9.15pm until 10pm. If you 
are outside their broadcast area, ask at 
your church about a local group who might 
be using the video material. 

See also , Broadcasters of Spirit , page 5.. 



Sharing the Good News in the Decade of Evangelism 


Inside The DOOR 




THERE may be war in the 
Gulf but there is a moment 
peace for a young soldier at 
a Communion service con- 
ducted by an army chaplain 
in the desert. Roger Clayton- 
Jones, from the Royal 
Military College at 
Shrivenham, writes on page 
8 about the work of ‘the par- 
dre’ in the front line. He is 
with the army and not of it. 
He is there to listen and 
befriend but above all to 
point to the eternal values of 
the Kingdom of God. 


For centuries men and 
women have followed the 
pilgrim’s way in search of 
healing, blessings or simply 
to give thanks. Ideally you 
should go on foot but even 
a family holiday can be turn- 
ed into a pilgrimage. That’s 
why David Haylett took his 
family to Compostela and 
found not only cathedrals 
and the odd donkey on the 
way but a sense of expectan- 
cy. On page 14 you can 
follow his road and also find 
a long list of suggestions for 
other pilgrimages. 


In the Hendreds the 
Anglicans and Roman 
Catholic churches are not 
just neighbours, they are also 
very good friends. They 
combine for a Lent course, 
share Remembrance Sunday 
and carol singing and even 
unite for evening prayer each 
week. In fact the Revd Ron 
Foster (Anglican) says his 
fondest memory after his 
retirement will be of saying 
the Roman Catholic Office 
in a Roman Catholic 
Church. It is as Clive Fewins 
writes on page 19: a vivid 
picture! 
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one village 

THE SHOP FOR YOU 


Carpets & rugs 
Cushions • Decor 
Quilts & pillowcases 
Containers & Baskets 
Lighting • Bags 
Wallets • Purses 

Home and living 
accessories from 
Africa • Asia 
South America 



Woodstock: On the A44 
Cheltenham: Regent Arcade - 
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ALLAN WARDLE mbhi 


All types of clock restoration and 
repair, including dial and case repairs. 

fjgrgj 

Specialising in Longcase ( Grandfather ) 


Carriage and Striking clocks 

w 

Collection and delivery available. 

Ickford (0844) 339445 

(Two miles from Junction 7 on M40) 

\§. 

Chapel Cottage , Sheldon Road 
Ickford , Nr Aylesbury 
Bucks, HP18 9HY 


lift i'll 
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WANT TO STAY IN LONDON? 

Accommodation for Young Adults working or studying in London. 

THIS COULD BE THE PLACE FOR YOU! 

Holiday/Conference accommodation also available during the 
vacations. 

Please contact Michael Hammond 

Chester House Hostel, Pages Lane, 

Muswell Hill, London N10 1PR 
Telephone: 081-883 8204 


ATTENTION ALL PARTY ORGANISERS 

Holy Sepulchre (Northampton) Restoration Trust presents 

“PASSPORT to the WORLD” theme 

probably England’s most spectacular Church Flower Festival 
THURS 6th to SUN 9th June 1991 

in the world famous ‘CRUSADER ROUND’ at Holy Sepulchre Church 
BREATHTAKING COLOUR COORDINATED FLORAL & NATIONAL 
COSTUME DISPLAY 15,000 VISITORS TO OUR 1989 FESTIVAL "BY ROYAL 
APPOINTMENT” 

Full details now available from John Kighley, 22 Lyncrest 
Ave, Northampton NN5 5PE or phone 0604 754782. 


FLAT FOR SALE 
NORTH OXFORD 

South facing studio flat in co-ownership, sheltered 
housing scheme. Spacious living room with bedroom 
recess, hall, kitchen and bathroom, fitted wardrobe 
and ample cupboard space. Facilities on the premises 
include a restaurant, guest rooms and a fully equip- 
ped laundry. 

For further details contact the Administrator: 

Telephone: OXFORD 510334 



has sprung from the 
'-/ " CMS aim to establish 

churches of committed 

Christians bearing witness to God’s love and the 
values of his Kingdom. Autonomous churches 
now exist in almost all the countries where 
CMS has worked. The new relationships have 
led to sharing in mission and enjoying the 
shared stimulus of renewal. 

Renewal 

comes through openness and obedience to God 
the Holy Spirit. It brings new life and power to 
Christ’s Church: the willingness to launch out 
in faith - in evangelism and in working 
together for justice. CMS aims to be an agency 
of that renewal. 

Church Missionary Society, Partnership House, 

157 Waterloo Road, London SE1 8UU. Tel: 071-928 8681 


For God and United! 


Frank Robson is a Northum- 
brian by upbringing and by 
nature and an ecclesiastical 
lawyer. After qualifying as a 
solicitor in 1954, he read 
theology at Cambridge before 
joining Winckworth and 
Pemberton, Solicitors of Oxford 
and Westminster. Since last year 
he has been their Senior Part- 
ner. He succeeded Peter Win- 
ckworth as Registrar of the 
Diocese of Oxford (1 970) and in 
1982 became Registrar of the 
Province of Canterbury. Frank 
Robson ’s services to the Church 
of England have recently been 
given public recognition first 
with an OBE in the 1991 New 
Year ’s Honours and then with a 
Doctorate of Civil Law confer- 
red on him by Dr. Robert Run- 
cie just before his retirement. He 
is married to Helen, a fellow 
Northumbrian, and they have a 
daughter and four sons. 
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Frank Robson 


of the 13th century Popes and it 
hasn’t changed much since then, 
apart from being translated into 
English — with references to the 
Crown instead of the Pope. Now 
people say “Why don’t you 
bring it up to date’’ but I’d be 
sorry to break with tradition, 
and really I like it as it is! 

Old-fashioned 


I was brought up in a 
small fishing and mining 
village on the north east 
coast. The church had the sea on 
three sides. It was wartime and 
all the windows had been blown 
out by mines. My friends went 
to church and it had a good 
youth club so I suppose that’s 
why I started going in the first 
place. I was in the choir and a 
server and I also liked the bells 
and the smells and the holy at- 
mosphere. 

However, it didn’t mean a 
great deal until I was in my teens 
and Brother Michael Fisher, a 
Franciscan, ran a mission to our 
parish in Holy Week 1948. It 
wasn’t a big conversion or 
anything like that, but he made 
me think, and without doubt that 
week changed my life. Our vicar 
at the time was a great personali- 
ty called Archie Davison, and he 
had a considerable influence. 
Three of my immediate contem- 
poraries are priests, which is 
remarkable for that small place. 
It was he who showed me a 
piece in the Church Times writ- 
ten by Peter Winckworth my 
predecessor here. That would be 
about 1950. At the time I had no 
idea that the Church used 
lawyers, but I was interested, 
and by 1958 I was Peter Win- 
ckworth ’s deputy here in Ox- 
ford. It shows the effect a small 


incident can have, and the op- 
portunities the clergy have with 
their young people if only they 
take them. 

As Registrar of the Diocese I 
am responsible for the legal 
work to do with appointments of 
clergy; I’m legal adviser to the 
Bishop and the various Diocesan 
boards, and registrar of the Con- 
sistory Court, which deals main- 
ly with faculties. As Registrar of 
the Province of Canterbury I do 
the legal work involved in the 
appointment of Bishops, I’m the 
Archbishop’s principal legal ad- 
viser and I run the Court of Ar- 
ches and the Court of 
Ecclesiastical Causes Reserved, 
although they do not sit very 
often. On top of that I’m an or- 
dinary solicitor running a firm, 
with all the problems that 
brings. 

Sense of history 

I’m fascinated by the 
historical tradition. Robert Run- 
cie was the 102nd Archbishop 
and all his predecessors must 
have had someone like me 
recording their decisions and 
preparing their documents, so I 
follow in a very long line. At the 
moment I’m organising the 
ceremony in St Mary-le-Bow 
which will make Bishop George 
Carey the 103rd Archbishop. Its 
basic form was laid down by one 


As Pronvincial Registrar I 
take part in splendid ceremonies 
in places such as Westminster 
Abbey. I wear my wig and gown 
and read impressive if fairly 
pompous documents. I’m 
always worried in case I take 
myself too seriously. You’ve 
always got to be able to laugh 
at yourself. There is also the risk 
that one ends up worshipping the 
organisation, the tradition, the 
ceremony. It is easy for it to 
become an end in itself, and to 
forget what lies behind it. 

I think of myself as an old- 
fashioned Anglo-Catholic. 
That’s how I was brought up, 
but I’m really much more liberal 
that I was 30 years ago. I think 
that pursuing the middle way is 
a Christian virtue. We should try 
to include everyone, and ex- 
clude no-one, and that’s not 
easy. 

I do wonder whether I should 
be doing this interview because 
my faith is rather private to me 
and I don’t find it easy to talk 
about it. When I go to church I 
want to pray and I want to wor- 
ship God and I’m doing it 
myself. I’m not very interested 
in who else is there, and I’m 
afraid that I can’t abide it when 
someone wants to shake my 
hand in the middle of it all. 

I suppose my faith is 
simplistic. I believe in the emp- 
ty tomb. There seems to be lit- 



tle point if you don’t believe in 
that. The Virgin Birth bothers 
me a bit, but if you believe that 
God is all-powerful that’s the 
sort of thing you’ve got to ac- 
cept: it’s the jump into faith, you 
see. I seem to have made the 
jump in my teens and it’s never 
bothered me since. This does 
make me a somewhat comfor- 
table Christian, and that 
sometimes troubles me. 

I don’t hold myself out as be- 
ing particularly pious or much 
of an example. My language can 
be pretty earthy, especially 
when I’m watching football, I 
enjoy going to pubs, and apart 
from going to Communion on a 
Sunday I don’t take much part 
in the life of my local church. 
This is partly because I don’t 
think people in the parish want 
someone from head office com- 
ing in and telling them what to 
do. But I do believe that God is 
ever present and I do pray, but 
not so much in a formalised 
way. I’m more likely to do it 
when I’m driving up to London 
in the car. 

Love for Diocese 

Having been down here more 
than thirty years and served 
under four Bishops I have a 
great love for this Diocese and 
an admiration for the clergy. 
One sees all their foibles — and 
there are many — but I’ve never 
thought “If people like that are 
in the church I don’t want 
anything to do with it’’. They do 
a marvellous job, and the fact 
that they aren’t saints, but just 
normal human beings, is 
something that I find a comfort. 

I am not attracted by ex- 
tremism and enthusiasm in 
religion, but that’s not the case 
when it comes to football. I 
started going to matches almost 
50 years ago and was a great 
supporter of Newcastle United. 
Now I support Oxford and wat- 
ching them play makes me feel 
elated and depressed — more 
often depressed — in a way that 
nothing else does. I tend to 
become edgy when the Diocesan 
Synod goes on after 3 o’clock 
and there’s a home match! I 
don’t really think that God wears 
an Oxford United shirt, 
but I know that some peo- 
ple think I do! 


Calling all brides 

WERE you an Easter bride in 
1941, or possibly 1931 or even 
1921? If so please contact The 
DOOR as soon as possible on 
0865 244566. 

The April issue will focus on 
marriage — the conflicts as well 
as the joys — and will include 
an interview with Jack Domi- 
nion, articles on marriage 
preparation and renewal, and a 
Side-by-Side on ‘sex before 
Marriage’. 




94 Southview Avenue, 
Cavershajn, Reading, 
Berks. RG4 OBB 
Tel: (0734) 471122 


THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 

FLAT ROOFING PROBLEMS? 


A typical 12ft x 12ft roof can cost as little as £197.00 which includes: 

★ All your existing roof removed ★ A brand new three layer built-up felt 
roofing system fixed, with a mineral finish — to the full British Standard 

★ A full ten year guarantee against leakage (without all that small print) 

★ Quality workmanship — next to none ★ A full detailed quotation — 
without obligation. . 

slipin’ and a slidin’ . . . 

SLATE & TILE REPAIRS 

We also specialise in slate and tile repairs — guttering and general roofing 
maintenance. Again we are not afraid to quote you some prices. For in- 
stance on a terraced house replacing or re-fixing up to 15 slates is a fixed 
price’ of only £47.50 inclusive. 

WE ALWAYS REMEMBER OUR BEST 
INTEREST LIES IN YOUR BEST INTEREST 

TEL: READING 567289 

VAT registration number: 438 2729 31 


WYNDHAM 

HOUSING 

ASSOCIATION 

Self-Contained single 
unfurnished one bedroom Flats 

FOR SALE OR RENT 

In North Oxford for retired persons 
with Oxfordshire connections 

24 HOUR WARDEN SERVICE 
2 MEALS PER DAY SERVED TO 
INDIVIDUAL FLATS 

All enquiries to the Administrator 
Wyndham House, Plantation Road, 
Oxford OX2 6JJ 

Telephone Oxford 511239 

(Monday and Wednesday) 
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The Gulf War 

Home support: our 
Churches respond 


Bishop's spadework 



THE Rt Revd Dr Anthony Russell, Bishop of Dorchester, laun- 
ched two affordable housing schemes in two Oxfordshire villages 
at the end of January. Dr Russell, a founder trustee of the Rural 
Housing Trust, which established English Villages Housing 
Association, the developer of both schemes, turned the first turf 
at Towersey, near Thame, south Oxfordshire, and Arncott, near 
Bicester to the north west. He is pictured with Alan Fimbrill 
(right), chairman of Arncott parish council, and the First cou- 
ple to apply for a home at Arncott, Stuart Corby and Nicola 
Bone. 

The projects began in 1988 after a conference which 
highlighted the plight of many village people, particularly the 
young, who were being forced out of the villages of their birth 
by excessively high property prices and the sale of council 
houses. 

Eighteen houses will be built — eight at Towersey, ten at Arn- 
cott and sold on a shared ownership basis. Buyers (who must 
be local and unable to afford current housing) will buy 55-65 
per cent shares in the houses and English Village Housing Associ- 
tion will hold the rest on behalf of the villages. Similar schemes 
are being considered at Nettlebed, Nuffield and Tetsworth. 


RE teaching boost 


CHRISTIANS throughout the 
Diocese are poised to open their 
hearts and homes to casualties 
returning from the Gulf war, 
when — and if — they are 
needed. 

In common with other caring 
agencies, the Diocese has set up 
a contingency planning structure 
to monitor and provide for 
pastoral needs arising from the 
war. The Bishop of Oxford has 
set up a small monitoring group 
representing hospital chaplains, 
the armed services, social ser- 
vices, psychiatric chaplaincy, 
parish clergy and communica- 
tions. The group has produced 
a set of guidelines for the 
pastoral care of the families of 
those missing or killed in action. 

Each deanry has appointed a 
co-ordinator to rally volunteers, 
to act as a focal point for infor- 
mation and to integrate local 
church and community in- 


Lest we 

CHRISTIAN Aid has recently 
made emergency grants of 
£621,000 to help the starving 
millions in Africa. But the 
organisation is worried about the 
effect of the Gulf war on relief 
efforts. 

The war is diverting public 
and media attention, consuming 
government budgets and making 
relief more expensive. “Chri- 
tian Aid’s limited resources 
must not be diverted from 
meeting the urgent needs of the 
20 million people at risk in 
Africa,” warned Michael 
Taylor, Director of Christian 
Aid. Millions of people will die, 
he warned, unless Western 
governments increase their aid 
substantially. 

£100,000 has been donated 
towards the cost of a joint airlift 
from Nairobi to towns in 
southern Sudan. But higher fuel 
prices have put up the cost by 
almost half since the Gulf crisis 
began. Christian Aid is also 
working to help victims of the 
war through its work with the 
Middle East Council of Chur- 
ches, which has offices 
throughout the war zone. It has 
also made two emergency grants 
to the Occupied territories for 


itiatives with those of other 
voluntary and statutory projects. 

One of the greatest needs is 
likely to be for accommodation 
for families visiting injured 
relatives in hospital. The 
response for volunteers has been 
enormous. “People have been 
so generous,” said Bill Ogden, 
Aylesbury Deanery Co- 
ordinator. “They have offered 
to ferry visitors to and from 
hospital, and many have said 
they will receive people at any 
time of the day or night.” Bill 
has received 80 offers so far. 

People with counselling skills 
may also play an important role 
in helping the injured, their 
families and those coming to 
terms with bereavement. 
However, Social Services 
departments stress that this is a 
specific skill and only trained 
people, or those willing to train 
should volunteer. Brenda 


forget... 

urgent supplies to help families 
affected by the war. 

“Many Christian Aid sup- 
porters in the Diocese have ex- 
pressed their fears that our very 
proper concern with all that is 
happening in the Gulf will divert 
attention from the great suffer- 
ing of millions of people facing 
starvation in Africa,” says 
Helen Stanton, Director of 
Christian Aid in the Diocese. 
• This year’s Christian Aid 
Week is May 13-18 and the 
theme is: “We believe in life 
before death. Do you?” 


New Canon 

THE Right Reverend Ronald 
Gordon, Bishop at Lambeth, has 
been appointed to the Residen- 
tiary Canonry at Church 
Church, Oxford. The post will 
become vacant by the resigna- 
tion of Revd Canon John Fen- 
ton in June. 

Bishop Ronald, aged 63, has 
been the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury’s head of staff at Lambeth 
Palace since 1984. From 1985 
to last year he was also Bishop 
to HM Forces. Bishop Ronald 
will move to Oxford in the 
autumn. 


Flavell, Reading Deanery Co- 
ordinator, has been through Red 
Cross welfare training so that 
she can work inside Berkshire 
hospitals alongside Red Cross 
and hospital personnel and 
hospital chaplains. 

The Bishop’s monitoring 
group, with Canon Vincent 
Strudwick, Principal of the 
Diocesan Institute for 
Theological Education and train- 
ing, sponsored a training day in 
February for Rural Deans and 
deanery co-ordinators to look 
more deeply into community 
care for victims and their 
families. 

Offers of accommodation are 
held on central computerised 
registers by emergency planning 
officers in the three counties. 
Norman Roberts, Emergency 
Planning Officer for Oxford 
said: “We would like to thank 
all those involved. We have 
been very pleased with the 
response from everyone 
throughout the county, par- 
ticularly those who have 
volunteered through the 
Church.” 

The response for help has 
been such that further volunteers 
are not needed for the time be- 
ing. Churches planning support 
projects are encouraged to make 
contact with their local social 
services team, to ensure that 
their efforts are co-ordinated 
with others. 

Richard Thomas, Diocesan 
Communication Officer, is ac- 
ting as Diocesan Co-ordinator. 
“It would be wrong to assume 
that churches have simply 
responded to a lead from the 
Diocese,” he said, “many chur- 
ches had already organised 
highly imaginative provision 
before our structure was in 
place.” 

Gift of play 

THIS year’s Children’s gift Day 
at Dorchester Abbey on May 4, 
will have as its theme ‘Adven- 
ture Play’. Offerings will go to 
support play division in 
Sunderland, the South Court 
Adventure Playground, 
Aylesbury and The Thames 
Valley Playgroup for handicap- 
ped children in Taplow. 


Church saved 
in blaze drama 

A SERIOUS fire was prevented 
at St Mary the Virgin Church, 
Cottisford, near Bicester on 
January 27 — thanks to the 
prompt action of a passing 
motorist and the courage of a 
local gardener. 

As John Groom, an architect 
from Evesham, drove through 
Cottisford at 10am, he realised 
he was too early for an appoint- 
ment, and decided to take a look 
at the village’s 13th century 
church. To his horror, as he 
opened the door he was met by 
clouds of smoke. He raised the 
alarm. 

His cry for help ws heard by 
Colin Brown, a gardener at 
nearby Cottisford House, who 
rushed into the church and with 
great courage removed a 
cylinder of gas from underneath 
a burning electrical box. 

“By the grace of God the 
church was saved. Another half 
an hour and there would have 
been a complete disaster,” said 
a St Mary’s churchwarden, John 
W innington-Ingram . 

Mr Groom went on his way 
before anyone could ask his 
name, or acknowledge his help. 
Until, that is, his letter arrived 
— not asking for thanks, but 
enclosing a cheque for £10 — to 
help make good any damage to 
the church. 


Stumped for cash 

THE highly successful Oxford 
Diocesan Cricket team, is look- 
ing for a sponsor to ease their 
financial burdens. The team, 
winners of the Church Times 
Cup for two consecutive years, 
spend about £100 per player per 
season on travelling, equipment 
and kit. And this is more than 
many can afford. 

“We were on television last 
year,” explains their skipper, 
the Revd John Samways, “and 
are often in the papers. So we 
can offer a sponsor publicity 
and, of course, the prestige of 
being attached to a winning 
team.” 

Their first fixture is in High 
Wycombe at the beginning of 
May, and the Church Times cup 
tie b^ins in early June. If you 
would like to support them, 
please contact either the Revd 
John Samways, 60 Abingdon 
Road, Oxford OX1 4PE, tel 
0865 243434 or the chairman. 
Dr Gerald Howat, Old School 
House, North Moreton, Didcot 
0235 813228. 

Church view 

A PHOTOGRAPHIC exhibition 
of churches in the Vale of the 
White Horse District is being 
held at the Pendon Museum, 
Long Witte nham, near Dor- 
chester, until Easter. The 
museum, which is open on 
Saturdays and Sundays from 
2pm, also has a permanent 
display of miniature model land- 
scapes and the Madder Valley 
railway. 


THE Jerusalem Trust, one of the 
Sainsbury Family Charitable 
Trusts, has made a grant of 
£403,000 over the next three 
years towards primary religious 
education (RE) teaching. This is 
the largest grant from private 
sources in recent years, and will 
enable the Christianity in RE 
Programme (REaCH) to extend 
its work in the primary sector. 

The programme, managed by 
Culham College Institute in 
Abingdon, is currently concen- 
trating its work in secondary 
schools. The new phase will 
begin in April with a survey of 
the views and needs of primary 
school teachers in RE and col- 
lective worship. 

Another new initiative, at 


Culham College, is a Church of 
England Schools and Colleges 
Handbook planned for publica- 
tion later this year. The 4,500 
C of E primary and secondary 
schools will be listed by diocese 
and local education authority, it 
will also include details of all the 
Church’s work in related areas. 
The book is a collaborative ven- 
ture with the National Society 
and the School Government 
Publishing Company. 

The editors want to hear from 
any organisations, groups or 
projects which would like to be 
included. Contact Mrs Jan 
Greenough, Culham College In- 
stitute, 60 East St Helen Street, 
Abingdon, Oxon OX14 5EB, tel 
0235 520458. . 


GLOBAL WINDOW by John Madeley 


Forgive us our debts 


APPEARANCES can, of course, be deceptive. 
What often strikes me when I’m travelling in 
the developing world is not just the 
geographical remoteness of many com- 
munities, but also the remoteness of people 
from matters such as the world trading system 
or the international debt crisis. Such things 
seem another world away. 

Geographical remoteness there certainly is 
for many millions of people, but a closer look 
shows that few communities have no links with 
“outside factors”. A farmer 100 miles away 
from the nearest road, who grows cotton for 
example, may hump it by foot to that road, 
or, maybe, use a camel or donkey, get a lift 
into town and sell it. He or she has no control 
over the price. If the world price has fallen, 
the farmer will receive a lower price. 

Again, the farmer may be ill and need treat- 
ment in the town. But will the hospital still be 
open if a government has had to cut spending 
on health services because it needs money to 
pay off the country’s debt? All across the 
Third World today, the poor are bearing the 
brunt of the downturn in the world economy 
and the continuing debt crisis. 

A new book well worth reading on the debt 
crisis is called Bad Samaritans: First World 
Ethics and Third World debt (Hodder and 
Stoughton, £8.99). Written by a Christian, 
Paul Vallely, the book explores the relation- 
ship between poverty and power, Christiani- 
ty and economics, and between men and 
women and their environment. 

The book examines Biblical attitudes to 


wealth, and uses the scriptures to search for 
a solution to the debt problem. Paul Vallely 
is bold enought to outline a much-needed 
theology of Third World debt. 

The Old Testament, he reminds us, “insists 
on mechanisms to re-distribute wealth so that 
the poor do not become marginalised”. Most 
specific to this and the most far-reaching, he 
goes on, was the principle of forgiveness 
known as Jubilee. Under this principle, debts 
were cancelled every 50 years to give everyone 
a fresh start. 

“In the New Testament, Jesus confirms that 
vision”, says Vallely, extending concern for the 
poor to all those who are outcasts of orthodox 
society. He emphasises that the joy of sharing 
is a vital part of celebrating God’s creation. 
But adds “the Church has found it difficult 
to live with the demanding breadth of this 
vision.” 

I declare an interest, as I have tabled a 
Private Member’s motion at General Synod 
urging a return to the Jubilee principle, to per- 
suade governments to fix a year when Third 
World debt will be cancelled. The motion has 
been well supported, and could be debated this 
summer in York. 

The principles behind Jubilee are still with 
us, says Paul Vallely, and mechanisms of social 
fairness and forgiveness appropriate to our day 
should be applied. Unless society is prepared 
to do this, “then all its claims to Biblical 
legitimacy will be void”. Applying the Jubilee 
principle today could breathe new life into an 
impoverished Third World. 


I SECURE 

ffllKMEIT 

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND PENSIONS BOARD offers sup- 
port and specialised care to its more elderly pensioners, including 
clergy widows and church workers retired from the stipendiary 
ministry. 

Running 8 residential and nursing homes the Board offers security 
and peace of mind at a time of life when it is most needed. 

A further home is scheduled for completion during 1991 , but in order 
to cope with the growing number of our pensioners we must con- 
tinue this much needed work by planning and building new homes. 

We rely on support from donations, deeds of covenant and legacies. 

PLEASE HELP US TO GIVE A LITTLE EXTRA CARE 

To: The Secretary, The Church of England Pensions Board 
7 Little College Street, London SW1P 3SF 

I would like to help those who have cared 
for others and enclose my donation of £ 

Further details of your work 

Information on Deed of Covenant/Annual 
Donation/Payroll Giving 

A form of words to remember the Pensions Board 
in my will 

Name 

Address 

Reg. Charity no. 236627 TD12 


□ 

□ 

□ 
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How do you see The DOOR? 



The third Friday of the month is a busy day for The DOOR 
deanery distributors. For some, like Bernard Lilley, it also 
means an early start. Pictured (left) at 8am outside St 
Edberg’s Church, Bicester, he receives his first bundle of 
papers from Mark Silvester of Clayton’s Transport, one of 
three drivers whose job it is to deliver 61,000 copies of The 
DOOR to 30 dropping-off points throughout the Diocese. 


The DOOR Editorial Support 
Group has always been sensitive 
to reader’s opinions about the 
content of the newspaper and its 
overall reception in the Diocese. 
Many complimentary comments 
have been received, but also 
some critical ones which it was 
clear needed investigation. 

For example, was it true that 
most DOOR copies were left at 
the back of the church? If so, 
why? What was the attitude of 
those distributing the 
newspaper? Was there a positive 
approach to it in the parishes, or 
did they trust to market forces? 
Again, some were genuinely of- 
fended by at least one advertise- 
ment last year — was this a 
genuine, widespread view, or 
were we dealing with a small 
minority whose views were 
nevertheless sincere. 

Clearly, we couldn’t please 
everyone, but did people think 
The DOOR was helping to 
spread information in the 
Diocese? And of course, how 
were we to meet any financial 
shortfall since advertising sales 
were covering printing, but not 
other costs? 

In an effort to find the answer 
to at least some of these ques- 
tions, I compiled a questionnaire 
in the autumn of 1990 which 
was circulated to the 29 deanery 


distributors. They were asked to 
talk to anyone they felt might 
have an input — good or bad — 
on these points. 

Encouraging picture: Every 
deanery responded — which 
must be a record of some sort. 
All had some point to make, but 
generally there seemed to be an 


agreement that The DOOR is a 
“good thing for the Diocese”. 
There was genuine concern 
about the apparent lack of in- 
terest in some churches, but on 


the whole a satisfactory picture 
emerged of about 10 per cent of 
copies received not being taken 
up though there was the odd ex- 
ception — one quoted a depress- 
ing 50 per cent. Where there 
was a positive approach to 
distribution — in the ways the 
Editor described in the ‘Use 


your DOOR’ list (February, 
page 8) — there were no spare 
copies at all, and the distribution 
figure currently stands at about 
61,000. 


The questions we asked 

» 

1. From your own viewpoint, and others to whom you may 
have spoken, is The DOOR generally welcomed? 

2. Do you see it just as a newspaper, or with a wider missionary 
role in the Church? 

3. Does it have any effect on communications within the 
Diocese? 

4. Would you prefer a stronger line on controversial issues, 
or do you think the balance is about right? 

5. We need to reduce the need for subsidy, however provid- 
ed. How would you feel about making a charge (say £5 for 
an entry of five lines) for the back page ‘ What's on ’? Any other 
ideas? 

6. What proportion of your delivery do you believe may be left 
in church porches unread? 

7. Finally , do you think that financial support for The DOOR 
should be included in the Diocesan budget and thus be ‘ hid- 
den 9 in the Parish Share? Or should we charge £1 per annum 
for a year's set of ten issues? 


Of bishops, prisoners and evangelicals 


IT WAS the third week of the Gulf War 
when Synod met. There was a feeling 
of heaviness as we entered the chamber. 
We were told that one of our members 
was serving in the- Gulf, together with 
his son and the son of another member. 
It was decided that rather than talk about 
the situation, we would continue with 
the agenda as planned, but allow more 
time for prayer. A statement had been 
issued by the House of Bishops on the 
Gulf. It was not felt that Synod could 
usefully add to it. 

In the past, Synod has looked at 
reports on the priesthood and the 
diaconate in the Church of England. This 
time, we were considering work done 
on episcopal ministry. A very com- 
prehensive report has been produced, 
tracing the history of bishops back to 
earliest times, and looking at what their 
role has been in different Churches at 
different times. It moves on to examine 
their role today, and the matter of 
women bishops. It will surprise no-one 
that the group who wrote the report was 
accepted as being a true reflection of the 
current situation, though some felt it to 


General Synod Report 


have been a waste of time. 

Synod was more united when it con- 
sidered a report on ‘Crime, Justice and 
the Demands of the Gospel’ . Many with 
firsthand experience — prison 
chaplains, magistrates and a judge — 
spoke of their concern about conditions 
in prisons today. Doubt was expressed 
about the value of custodial sentences 
in many cases. Encouragement was 
given to the development of local penal 
affairs groups. 

Improvement to existing Church 
legislation is proposed, to help in situa- 
tions where there is serious breakdown 
of relationships between a parish and its 
priest or where the priest has an illness 
which makes it impossible for him to 
carry out his duties. The possibility of 
all clergy holding their posts as 
leasehold rather than freehold was also 
debated. These topics will be considered 
further at future sessions. In July, we 
shall also be looking at baptism policy 
and feminist theology. 


The Meissen Declaration, which 
commits the Church of England and the 
Evangelical Churches of East and West 
Germany to work towards full unity, 
was affirmed and signed in Synod on 
January 29. A joyful Eucharist was 
celebrated later in Westminster Abbey. 
We are all encouraged to twin with Ger- 
man Evangelical churches to further the 
aim of unity. 

Our last day coincided with the retire- 
ment of Dr Robert Runcie as Ar- 
chbishop of Canterbury. He has 
enlivened Synod with his humorous and 
loving valedictory speeches to departing 
bishops. As the Archbishop of York 
said, the person who could have made 
the best speech at that juncture was the 
one person who could not be called upon 
to make it! It was with real regret that 
Synod saw him depart, but we look for- 
ward to his successor with happy an- 
ticipation. 

Throughout all this the War was 
always on our minds. We used liturgy 
from the Iraqi Christian Church of the 
Chaldeans in our prayers: “We pray for 


lasting peace in the world — From you, 
O Lord.” We used the prayer, found 
by a child’s body in Ravensbruck: “O 
Lord, Remember not only the men and 
women of goodwill, but also those of 
ill-will...”. 

Perhaps the most moving material of 
all came in a Bible Study led by Thomas 
Wright, Chaplain at Worcester College. 
He told us how, at a time when it was 
so difficult to pray, the students at the 
college had made a display by the altar, 
a pile of sand with some poppies and a 
single candle in the middle. Kneeling 
there, he said: “In the agony of our 
hearts, in the unanswered questions, in 
the pain as we identify with the peoples 
of the Middle East, not to mention the 
pain of our own people, in all this we 
begin to resonate with the pain of the 
Whole world, and to know in faith that 
we are also resonating with the pain of 
God.” 

Hilary Unwin 

Hilary Unwin is a member of The 
General Synod and Training Officer for 
the Amersham Deaconery. 


Better communication: Most 
felt that communications were 
improved as a result of The 
DOOR — “We know more 
about each other” — but there 
were only a few who felt that it 
had any clear missionary role at 
present. Perhaps if we 
distributed more widely than our 
own congregations, as some do 
already, it would have such an 
effect especially at the start of 
the Decade of Evangelism. 
Almost everyone was happy 
with the editorial balance, 
though some wanted more con- 
troversy. Our experience sug- 
gests, rather cynically, that this 
view might change if they didn’t 
agree with the line taken... 

Financial need: And finally, the 
financing of the operation. After 
two years it is now apparent that 
The DOOR needs about 
£50,000 a year to cover its 
deficit. The budget is about 
£100,000, half of which is 
covered by advertising revenue. 
Responses to the question: 
“Should The DOOR be central- 
ly financed ie from the Parish 
Share or by subscription?” 
gave a resounding majority (24 
to 5) for central financing. Many 
recognised the danger of a 
subscription, which would 
almost certainly lead to a much 
reduced circulation and the pro- 
bable withdrawal of advertisers. 
The concept of the paper would 
then collapse. 

So, on the assumption that the 
responses to the last question 
recognised this possibility, it 
would seem most wanted The 
DOOR to continue and accepted 
some allocation against the 
Parish Share as a consequence. 

Synod decides: But funding is 
not a matter for questionnaires. 
Maybe as you read this on the 
first Saturday morning of 
March, members of Synod will 
have before them a complete 
statement about The DOOR 
operation, the results of the 
questionnaire and all the finan- 
cial summaries. It is the Synod’s 
task on March 2 to determine 
whether The DOOR is to con- 
tinue after December, and if so 
how it is to be financed. The 
Editorial Support Group cannot 
imagine the Diocese without its 
DOOR and we can only hope 
that Synod will agree with them. 

Tim Russian 
The DOOR Distribution 
Manager 


Candles of Oxford 

Suppliers of the finest 
Bolsius Church Candles 

We would be pleased to send you a catalogue 

26 Fettiplace Close, Appleton 
Oxford OX13 5LQ 

Telephone: (0865) 863865. 

Fax: (0865) 863865 


TERRY’S CROSS 

Home for retired 
Clergy and Clergy widows 

Terry's Cross is now offering 
holiday accommodation and 
full board for clergy families. 
Double bedroom in country 
house set in 6 acres of 
glorious garden, wonderful 
views. 

RATES £80 per single 
£150 per double 
If interested please contact: 
Miss Warner 
0273 492821 


o< St. Andrews Bookshop Ltd 


AT YOUR SERVICE 


ACROSS THE 


BIBLES 

DIOCESE 

GREETINGS CARDS 

BOOKS 


POSTERS 

COMMENTARIES 


CASSETTES & C.D.’s 

A.S.B.’s 

63-65 High Street 

fireat 

FRAMED PICTURES 

CHILDREN’S BOOKS 

VJlUal IVlloaLUULU 

Bucks 

STATIONERY 

DEVOTIONAL BOOKS 

HP 16 0AA 

JEWELLERY etc. 

‘SPECIAL’ 

Tel. (02406) 2168 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

ORDERS 


SUPPLIES 


60 London Street 
Reading 
Berks 
RG1 4SQ 

Tel: (0734) 576078 


2 Kingsway House 
King Street 
Maidenhead 
Berks 
SL6 1EE 

Tel. (0628) 21985 


50 Church Street 
Wolverton 
Milton Keynes 
Bucks 
MK12 5JW 
Tel. (0908) 221331 


152 Desborough Road 
High Wycombe 
Bucks 
HP1 1 2QA 
Tel. (0494) 22004 


PRATTS OF 
DORCHESTER 

Established 1945 

Engine Centre, Short & Full 
Engines, Gearboxes. Large stock of 
manual gearboxes. Differentials — 
large stock. Cylinder Heads — large 
stock. 

★ FITTING SERVICE 
★ MoT TESTING STATION 
Quality and Reliability at 
Reasonable prices 

COURTESY CAR FREE ON MAJOR 
REPAIRS 

Tel: OXFORD 300003 



m 


Inner City 
Partnership 

ARE THERE 
30 

CHURCHES 

who would pledge us £250 a year, 
1991-1994, to maintain the 
ministry of Keir Hardie 
Neighbourhood church, in 
Canning Tqwn (Fife Road 
Methodist Church) and St Lukes 
Church of England. 

If you or your church are able to 
help, please send for more 
information to. 

Lys Buck, 

Keir Hardie Neighbourhood 
Church, 14 Plymouth Road, 
London E16 1PA 
Tel: 071-476-6500 
Newham Methodist 
Mission Circuit 



TRINITY COLLEGE BRISTOL 

ANNUAL VOCATION 
CONFERENCE 

CALLED TO SERVE? 

22-24 March 1991 


This is a conference for anyone who is wanting to face up to the 
challenge of serving God in a rapidly-changing world, whether 
overseas, in church ministry or in a secular sphere. 


Come and reflect upon your calling in the context of worship talks, 
discussion, personal counselling. 

COST: £35 Unwaged: £20 

Enquiries to: The Conference Registrar, Trinity College, Stoke 
Hill, Bristol BS9 1JP. Teir(0272) 682803. 



Experience Counts 

The craftsmen at New Stone will restore your 
building to its finest using only materials 
compatible with the original. The 
finished appearance is as importa 
as the cutting back to sound stone 
and careful reinforcement to 
ensure the repairs will not fail. 

Deterioration should be 
checked. Contact us now and 
save on future restoration. 


22 NEW STONE 

■I tM AND RESTORATION LIMITED 

1 PEMBROKE ROAD RUISLIP MIDDLESEX HA48NQ TEL: 0895676184 FAX 0895621574 
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Broadcasters of spirit 


“And a very good morning to you, as 
you join Spirit level for another hour of 
music, news and views from the chur- 
ches in the BBC Radio Oxford listening 
area. I’m your host, Hedley Feast.” 

If you’re one of the many listeners to 
Radio Oxford, you’ll know this cheery 
greeting. When he’s not presenting 
Radio Oxford’s popular Sunday 
magazine programme, the Revd Hedley 
Feast looks after a Baptist church near 
High Wycombe. “I don’t see our brief 
as evangelism,” said Hedley, “but I’d 
be thrilled if a listener came to faith as 
a result of Spirit Level.” 

Apart from the writer/producer, 
Michael Apichella, the team consists of 
ten volunteers who see radio as an op- 
portunity to serve God by approaching 
religious issues not fudged or dodged but 
presented with the backbone of faith. 
Because of this vocational aspect, the 
team not only provides its own schedul- 
ed programme on Sundays, but has 
made many contributions to Radio Ox- 
ford’s weekday programmes. 

At present, there’s a five-part Lent 


series entitled “Lent ‘91: First Steps”, 
which has been produced specially for 
the start of the Decade of Evangelism. 
Broadcast on Thursday evenings from 8 
pm until 10 pm on 95.5 FM, the pro- 
grammes feature drama, documentaries, 
music, interviews and a live telephone 
phone-in from 9.15pm until 10pm. 

Lent ‘91 has been designed to comple- 
ment a study pack developed by the 
Diocesan Officer for Communications, 
the Revd Richard Thomas, and the Revd 
David Winter, the Bishop’s Officer for 
Evangelism. 

Spirit Level also organises a weekday 
‘topical thought’. Featured in the Oxford 
AM news programme, the contributors 
are local religious figures, and they reach 
perhaps the widest listening audience of 
all as they go out live at 7.55 am, from 
Monday to Friday, offering spiritual in- 
sight into the day’s news headlines. 

The Spirit Level team represents a 
cross-section of all Christian denomina- 
tions. Team members are: Jenni Wigley, 
Paul and Luci Moore, Norman Ponting, 
Edith Clift (Anglican); Mike Parsons, 


Mike Stranks (Baptist);* Ray Stone 
(Methodist); Margaret Blanchard 
(Catholic); Peter Cantlay (Congrega- 
tional). 

Michael Apichella trained as a jour- 
nalist in the United States. He has a rich 
background in print media and radio. 
“The churches in the Radio Oxford 
listening area keep me and my team hop- 
ping. Nearly every week I’m faced with 
the conundrum of trying to pour a quart 
of news stories into a pint jar. Fortunate- 
ly, I’m surrounded by talented people 
who give me advice and moral support 
as we provide an electronic voice for the 
Church,” he said. He added with a grin: 
“I love Oxford, and love my job. My on- 
ly regret is that this isn’t a full-time 
post!”. 

Spirit Level is aired each Sunday mor- 
ning at 8.05 on 95.5 FM and 202 medium 
wave. The Lent series, continues each 
Thurs, until March 21. 

• Michael Apichella is author of When 
Christians Fail (MARC) and God's 
Grey Warriors (Monarch). 



Who pays for 
the Reader? 


ROBED like the clergy when 
taking services. Readers are 
sometimes confused with them 
and have been asked, when 
deputising for the clergy in a 
parish other than their own, 
“What is your fee?” On the 
other hand, parishes having their 
own Reader know what the cost 
is to them. It is now £12 a year. 

The amount may indeed ap- 
pear on the annual balance 
sheet, and many a Reader has 
made a point of explaining at the 
Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting that the fee is paid not 
to the Reader, but to the 
Diocesan Readers’ Association. 
For Readers are strictly, and 
contentedly, non-stipendiary; 
they never receive a fee for any 
part of their ministry, like 
countless others who serve the 
Lord through His Church. 

It is also not unknown, in 
parishes finding it difficult to 
make ends meet, for the Reader 
to hear the payment of the an- 
nual fee queried and to be ask- 
ed: “What does the Readers’ 
Association do with the 
money?” Having been asked 
this question recently by one 
PCC (quite happy to pay the fee, 
but curious to know how it was 
spent) the honorary treasurer of 
the association, Bill Jolliffe ex- 
plained that the £12 covers on- 
ly three-quarters of the annual 
cost to the association of main- 
taining a Reader, which (in 
1989) was £16.08 per head for 
each of the 326 Readers in the 
Diocese. 

Expenditure 

The items of expenditure per 
Reader each year include a 
‘quota’ paid to the Central 
Readers’ Conference of 80p, a 
subscription of £2.60 to The 
Reader magazine and a book 


grant of £7.00. In addition, there 
is the cost of selecting and train- 
ing Reader candidates, continu- 
ing Ministerial Education for 
Readers, the AGM and annual 
service, meetings, newsletters, 
administration and a variety of 
other things. In addition to the 
fee paid by those parishes with 
a Reader, costs are met from 
two other main sources: the fees 
payable whenever Readers take 
services during an interregnum, 
and whenever they conduct 
funeral services. These fees are 
paid to the Readers’ 
Association. 

A modest sum 

Fees would have to be paid, 
whoever conducted these ser- 
vices, so it can fairly be said that 
the cost to the parish of having 
its own Reader is not more than 
£12 each year. This might seem 
a modest sum, especially where 
the work of the Reader is in- 
dispensable in parishes where 
there is more than one church. 

The last 20 years or so, which 
have seen the ministry and train- 
ing of Readers greatly developed 
through the vision and industry 
of successive Wardens and 
careful stewardship of the 
Association’s finances by its 
Treasurers. 

But costs do escalate, and the 
association has been informed 
that the CRC ‘quota’ and The 
Reader subscription have been 
increased for 1991, and the 
Readers’ Committee would like 
to consider increasing the book 
grant to keep pace with the ris- 
ing cost of books. But even at 
the increased fee of £12 per head 
that parishes with a Reader have 
been asked to pay in early 1991 , 
they will still be assured of an 
absolute bargain. 

George Walker 
Reader , Bodicote 


BBC Radio Oxford Spirit Level Presenter Hedley Feast seated at the studio con- 
trols, discusses an item with producer Michael Apichella (left) and the Diocesan Com- 
munications Officer, the Revd Richard Thomas. 



You’d be surprised what exciting things our 10 year Investor Plan can help you save for. 

From just £20 a month, you could be looking at a sizeable lump sum by the year 2001. 

Think what you could use it for - it could go towards the holiday of a lifetime, a new 
car, your own villa . . . anything you’ve always promised yourself. 

It’s another example of the way we’re developing the progressive products you want. 

So, ring or complete the coupon now for written details and find out how we can help 
you save for something you’ve always dreamed about. 

Customer Services Department, Ecclesiastical Life, FREEPOST (GR1717), Beaufort 
House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester GL1 1JZ. Tel. No. 0452 28533. 

The Ecclesiastical 10 year Investor Plan is a ‘with-profits’ endowment policy. Past 
performance is not a certain guide to the future. 



0 Ecclesiastical 

S INVESTMENT YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 


The Ecclesiastical Insurance Office pic. Member of LAUTRO. 
A member of the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group. 

Please send details of the EIG 10 Year Investor Plan. 


NAME REV/MR/MRS/MS/Other 

ADDRESS 


Postcode 


Date of Birth 


Tel. No. 


I understand that a representative of the Company may call. 


TD 3/91 



I/We would like to buy Brick(s) at £5 each and enclose cheque for £ to MKCCA 


MILTON KEYNES CITY CHURCH APPEAL 


BUY A BRICK 

£5 buys a brick ior UK's 1st Ecumenical City Church 

Every person will have their name written in a book as a permanent record that they have 
contributed to this historic project due to be completed by Christmas 1991. 

Only £500,000 is needed to complete this project sponsored by Anglican, Baptist, United 
Reformed, Methodist and Roman Catholic denominations and it includes a Worship Area, 
Counselling Centre, Centre for Integrated Living, Chapel, Book Shop, Guildhall and a number of 

other much needed facilities. 


Name(s) .' (as you want recorded) 

* Address 

Tei: 1:.:..: 


I would like: 


to be enrolled as a friend of MK City Church 
Senior Citizen/Student 


to donate 


£10 


£2.50 



I would like more information about: 


Covenanting □ Pledging □ 

Give as You Earn □ Bankers Order □ 

Bequeathing a Legacy □ Gift Aid (donations over £600 only) □ 

for donations over £600, 33% can be claimed 
from the Inland Revenue 

Please return to: 

MKCCA 

Freepost MK1072 
Milton Keynes MK9 3YZ. 

Telephone: 0908 660336 
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FOR YOUR OUTING 

Why not come to mediaeval Burford? 
Local guides will show you round this 
picturesque Cotswold town. Tea can be 
arranged WITH tours. 

For details contact Dr S. Pullar-Smith, 
Graziers, The Hill, Burford, 0X8 4RE. 

Telephone: (099-382-3196). 



ST ALDATES 
BOOKSHOP 

Easter Cards, Cassettes, CD's, 
Popular Christian Books, Book 
Tokens. 

Mail Order 

Phone: (0865) 722970 or write: 
94 St Aldates 
Oxford 0X1 1BT 


BIZZI KNITS 

Knitting and Sewing Machines for professional and personal 
service and advice. 

Spares, accessories and repairs. Yams for machine and hand 
knitters. 

ALL YOUR HABERDASHERY EMBROIDERY AND TAPESTRY NEEDS 
60 NORTH STREET, BICESTER 
(A4 Banbury-Aylesbury Road) 

Telephone: (0869) 253265 


LONDON 
LECTURES IN 
CONTEMPORARY 
CHRISTIANITY 
1991 

BRITAIN, 

EUROPE 

AND 

DEMOCRACY 
EUROPE AFTER 1992 

SIR FRED CATHERWOOD 

VICE PRESIDENT OF THE 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

17 June 1991 


A United Europe — Can It 
Work? 


| 24 June 1991 | 


Nationalism, Patriotism 
and Christianity 


| 1 July 1991 | 


Towards Greater 
Democracy 


Time and Place: This year's 
London Lectures will be held 
at The Institute for 

Contempoary Christianity, St 
Peter's Church, Vere Street, 
London W1M 9HP. 

(Telephone 071-629 3615) 
from 6.30 to 7.30pm on the 
dates advertised. They will 
be followed by a question 
time. Light refreshments are 
available from 5.30pm. The 
nearest Underground is Bond 
Street Station. 

Is there any specifically 
Christian contribution to the 
debate? Sir Fred Catherwood 
believes there is. In this 
year's London Lectures in 
Contemporary Christianity 
he will bring together his 
experience as an industrialist 
and a European politician 
with his Christian 
convictions in order to make 
such a contribution to the 
debate. 

Further information from 
the organiser: 

The London Lectures 
St Peter's Church 
Vere Street 
London W1M 9HP 
Telephone: 071-629 3615 


HILL END 


For schools and youth camps 
in beautiful, safe surroundings. 
On a site managed for wildlife 
and children. 

Enquiries also welcome for 
integrated parish retreats to 
explore environmental issues. 
From the perspective of our 
staff. 

Easter and Whitson weeks still 
available. 

Prices from £2.30 per night 
(child) - £2.50 (over 16) 


Enquiries: Oxford 0865 
863510 



THE MISSION TO 
MILITARY 
GARRISONS 

" The Lord said , Whom 
shall I send , who will go 
for us" (Isaiah 6V8) 

Enquiries are invited from 
established Christian 
Ladies who are keen to 
share their faith with 
Servicemen and women, 
and families by staffing 
the Missions Tearooms 
and Book Shops which are 
based in Cyprus 
Benbecula, Belgium the 
Falkland Islands and an 
exciting new Tearoom 
which is to be opened 
soon in London N.W. 
Ideally, applicants should 
be between 30 and 55 
years, evangelical, 
physically fit and willing to 
serve initially 2 years, in 
small teams. Successful 
applicants will feel a call 
to the work, be able to 
cook, bake, clean, listen, 
love and pray. From time 
to time vacancies occur 
for couples who have no 
dependants. Contact Ken 
Green, MMG, 23 Royal 
Exchange Square, 
Glasgow. G1 3AJ 

Tel: 041-221-3575 


Help for Romania 


Training for nurses 


YOU may remember that the 
October 1990 issue of The 
DOOR reported that more than 
30 tons of aid donated by the 
people in the Diocese had been 
taken by us to Bacau in 
Romania. Having seen the con- 
ditions in the hospitals and or- 
phanages there, we felt that we 
should maintain our contacts in 
Bacau and provide constructive, 
long-term help by educating 
those responsible for caring for 
children; no hospital nurses have 
been trained since 1968 and 
there is no training at all for 
those looking after the children 
in the Homes. 

While in Bacau, we had met 


Dr Judtih Darmady, a paediatri- 
cian sponsored by the Romanian 
Orphanages Trust. She has of- 
fered to select two nurse tutors 
specialising in the training of 
nurses for both clinical and sick 
children’s nursing and to 
prepare them for the setting up 
of a nurses’ training programme 
at Bacau Paediatric Hospital, in- 
cluding a crash course in Roma- 
nian. They will be under the 
umbrella of Voluntary Service 
Overseas as well as having sup- 
port from Dr Darmady’s 
Ungereni Orphanage Trust — 


support which will be imporant 
to the project and to the nurse 
tutors who will be living and 
working in difficult conditions. 

This is going to cost £9,500 
per nurse per year and to be 
most effective the training must 
continue for at least two years. 
We already have been promis- 
ed considerable financial sup- 
port from the Free Churches and 
Church of Scotland branches of 
the RAF. A small group in 
Fringford has set a target of 
£1 ,000 to be raised, Woodstock 
Aid To Romania Group has pro- 


mised financial help, and Bishop 
Richard is giving us his support. 

Would your church or group 
like to be^involved in training 
Romanian nurses — a very real 
w ay of making a lasting impres- 
sion on the lives of the children 
of Romania? More money 
means more trained nurses and 
more hope for the children. To 
help us, please contact the pro- 
ject co-ordinator: Mrs Pat Chap- 
pie, Apple yard, Islip, Oxford 
0X5 2SZ or telephone Kidl- 
ington 5238. Cheques should be 
made out to B and I Train A 
Nurse. Thank you. 

Pat Chappie 


How Woodstock 
met the challenge 


Children aid children 



Children from Standlake C of E School have raised more 
than £220 for the Blue Peter Romanian Orphan Appeal. 
There are only 96 pupils in the school, but they did it by 
giving the proceeds of their Christmas concert and by 
organising a raffle and bring-and-buy sale. 

Tinned Fruit Sunday 


THE Woodstock Romanian 
Appeal began to take shape 
in the spring of 1990, after 
several townspeople became 
involved with the Bicester/Islip 
Deanery project supporting 
the children in an orphanage 
and paediatric hospital in 
Bacau. Initially, we raised 
£1,000, but encouraged by Pat 
Chappie (see other article on 
this page), a decision was 
made to try to raise a further 
£5,000 by April this year. This 
would mean that a 30-ton 
lorry could be sent — full of 
clothing, medical supplies and 
utility goods. 

By last September, appeal 
notices appeared all over the 
town and collection points 
were set up in the local 
schools, library and surgery 
where people could leave their 
donated goods. Soon, it was 
apparent that the response 
was going to be overwhelming. 
Where was it all going to be 
stored? But we needn’t have 
worried: yet again, generosi- 
ty prevailed and three local 
residents in the same block of 
flats independently offered 
their garage. 

A group of people then 
found themselves meeting 
regularly to cope with the 
ever-growing number of black 
plastic bags, large boxes were 
put round one garage, and 
labelled in categories — so that 
‘assorted babies’, ‘top 
primary unisex’ and ‘ladies 
light weigh’ became familiar 
phrases! Another contact of- 
fered a nearby barn, where 
completed boxes are stored 
watched by two curious 
Shetland ponies. 

There were fund-raising 
events too. A coffee morning 
in the Mayor’s Parlour on Oc- 
tober 20, which seemed to 


bring in the whole town, rais- 
ed £1,220, Two adopted 
Romanian children were pre- 
sent who looked very different 
from their photographs taken 
only a short time before. 

Soon, yellow draw tickets 
began to figure in the daily life 
of Woodstock. Everyone on 
the committee resolved to 
dispense £100- worth. One long 
distance lorry driver manag- 
ed to sell four times that 
amount. 

The sale of the raffle tickets 
was such a success that £3,000 
was raised. In fact, by 
December 30 the bath in one 
committee members’ house- 
hold was full of the draw ticket 
stubs, and rather than move 
them the draw took place in 
her bathroom. 

On a freezing cold morning 
in December, a stall was set up 
outside the Town Hall selling 
cakes, plants and gifts. It rais- 
ed £750, and as a result of this 
and all the other efforts over 
£6,000 was raised by January. 
So, to our great delight, our 
target of £5,000 had been 
over-reached. 

Then a Sunday Times article 
alerted us to be aware of the 
need to support a permanent 
teaching and nursing pro- 
gramme in Romania. , 

Thus, at the moment of 
writing, the Woodstock group 
is not only preparing to get 
the goods to those children in 
such great need but also to be 
wise stewards of the money, 
which, Like the goods, has been 
given out of genuine compas- 
sion to help those whose bir- 
thright leaves them with little 
dignity and self-respect. So not 
only Christians in Woodstock, 
but the whole town has at- 
tempted to reach out to others 
in a simple practical way. 

Pauline Richardson 


JANUARY 13 was renamed 
Tinned Fruit Sunday in Iffley, 
Oxford. Peaches, apricots, fruit 
salad ... they rolled in by the 
dozen, until more than 600 tins 
were stacked in the Alderson’s 
hall. With fruit in short supply 
in Romania, especially in the or- 
phanages. Jeff Alderson of St 
Mary’s Church, Iffley is driving 
a lorry load of tins to Romania 
at the beginning of March. He 
is the project officer for Feed the 


Children, who have also been 
collecting medicines and other 
supplies for ‘Ceausescu’s 
children’. Jeff is also planning 
a visit to Bulgaria. 

St Mary’s Sunday School col- 
lected £25.95 to buy a 
commercial-size tin opener to 
send with the tins. 

Feed the Children is a national 
charity based at the Caversham 
Business, 23 Prospect Street, 
Caversham, Reading. 



ST DEINIOL’S 
RESIDENTIAL 
LIBRARY 

HA WARDEN (near Chester) 

SUMMER SCHOOLS 

THE CELTIC HERITAGE 

Dr Miranda Green, Esther de Waal, Rt 
Revd Dr George Simms, Canon J. Wyn 
Evans 

22 June - 29 June 

Full Board. Lectures and Tour £225 

URBAN AND RURAL 
MINISTRY 

The theology and practice of ministry in 

urban and rural contexts 

29 June - 5 July 

Full Board and Lectures £170 

THE BIBLE: GOD’S WORD IN 
HIS WORLD TODAY 

Revd Dr John Muddiman, Professor 
John Rogerson, Professor Ronald 
Clements, Very Revd Stephen Smalley 
22 July - 2 August 

Full Board. Lectures and Tours £310. 
For bookings and further details, please 
write to: 

The Booking Secretary 
St Deiniol’s Library, 

Hawarden, Clwyd CH5 3DF 
Tel: 0244 532350 


|T| Holloway’s 5 

THE LOCAL FURNITURE AND 
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS WITH A 
NATIONAL REPUTATION 

A Professional Service from complete contents 
to a single item — Valuations — Free 
Pre-Sale Advice 

49 PARSONS STREET, BANBURY 
OXON OX16 PF: TEL: (0295) 253197 
STREATLEY, BERKS TEL: (0491) 872318 


UNWANTED 

Dogs? please refer to us where they will 
be found happy/secure homes, please 
phone in the first instance, no biters will 
be accepted, we are the most caring 
sanctuary in this or any other area of 
Berkshire/surrounding counties, est 32 
yrs, a registered charity of long standing, 
founded by Bernard Cuff. 

Pineridge Dog Sanctuary 

0344 882689 



H.NGI AUDIO 

Specialists in Cassette 
Duplicators 

TASAM • SONY • TELEX 

Advice □ Demonstration □ 

After Sales Service 

Also: High Quality cassettes at 
very competitive prices. 

KINGS AUDIO 

230 Mudford Road, Yeovil, Somerset 
BA21 4NP. Tel: 0935 21823 


A B Qtfarfy 

for your Wedding 
Album, Greetings Cards, 
Testimonials, Mementos, 
Scrolls, Certificates, 
Poems, Posters. 

TONY WITNEY 

4 Church Lane, 
Newland, Witney, Oxon 
0X8 6JZ 
(0993) 774754 
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Learning to adapt 


by the Revd Tony Williamson, Diocesan 
Director of Education (Schools) 


IN 1958, I started 30 years of 
manual work in a car factory. At 
that time, 1,000 of the 13,000 
employees were unskilled 
workers, whose task was to 
carry, load, unload, pull or push 
material for car bodies. At the 
same time about 25 per cent of 
school pupils went to grammar 
schools; approximately the next 
5 per cent served appren- 
ticeships for skilled manual 


work, and the remaining 70 per 
cent went to unskilled jobs. 

Now, few unskilled jobs are 
available anywhere, as 
employers need people who can 
use sophisticated equipment, 
such as computers, and who can 
think their way through com- 


plicated problems and pro- 
cedures. This is one of the main 
reasons for the national cur- 
riculum and for the emphasis on 
the majority, rather than the 
minority, achieving their 
potential. 

All schools are now facing 



Meeting their deadline 


Three first year pupils at the Marlborough Church of England (Controlled) School in 
Woodstock, managed to produce a news magazine in just three days. Nadia Jago (12) and 
Laura Simpson (11), pictured at the word processor, collected articles and features, and plan- 
ned a design which took into account the magazine’s likely market. All the schools’ 126 pupils 
took part in the project. The school’s publicity officer, Mr Tim Churchward, said that very 
few schools had undertaken such an ambitious project. The DOOR had better look to its laurels! 



Hi there, 

By the time you read this we 
shall be well into the Church’s 
season of Lent, a word which 
simply refers to the time of year 
when days lengthen. Lent comes 
from the latin word Lentum. As 
you probably know, Lent begins 
with Ash Wednesday, and lasts 
(40 days) until Easter. It is dur- 
ing Lent that we remember Jesus 
spent 40 days alone in the 
wilderness, preparing for His 
work of preaching and healing 
(Luke 4:1-13). 

Jesus was tempted during this 
time to use His mighty power 
for His own benefit, but He re- 
mained strong and faithful to 
god. How many times have you 
been tempted to do something 
which is wrong, and a little 
voice inside you says, “You 
shouldn’t be doing this,?’’ We 
certainly need to listen to that lit- 
tle voice more often. During 
Lent, Christians try to follow the 


example of Jesus in the 
wilderness by giving up lux- 
uries, and giving more time to 
prayers. 

There are special times in 
Lent, such as Mothering Sunday 
and Palm Sunday. Mothering 
Sunday comes in the middle of 
Lent, and is a time when we say 
thank you to God for our mums. 
The idea grew out of the custom 
of visiting the cathedral or 
‘Mother Church’ of the diocese 
on that day. (I hope you know 
which is ours!) Another way in 
which Mothering Sunday grew 
was during the 18th and 19th 
centuries when young people 
working away from home would 
be allowed home for the day. 
They often took a basket of 
goodies with them. 

Palm Sunday is the beginning 
of Holy Week. We remember 
Jesus’ triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem (Mark 11:7-10) on 
the back of a donkey. The crowd 


was very excited. Can you find 
the words “God bless the king 
who comes in the name of the 
Lord’’ in this square? 

E D T H E S L 

H O H A S C O 

T G E E O F R 

O A L M N I D 

H B E M A N I 

W S A G N I K 

These are some of the words 
the crowd shouted as Jesus rode 
by. During Holy Week, we 
think of things that happened to 
Jesus right up to Good Friday, 
when He was crucified. But, of 
course, we know the story 
doesn’t end there, because of 
Easter Day — but more of that 
in the next issue! 

Roger Fray 
Roger Fray is the Diocesan 
Children's Officer. 


massive changes. The national 
curriculum, being designed to 
meet the needs of children and 
society, requires teachers to 
rethink much of their teaching 
content and methods. The whole 
timetable is under pressure, with 
a real danger that religious 
education, worship, and even 
the foundation subjects of 
music, art and physical educa- 
tion will be squeezed out by 
science, history, geography, 
technology, and parental de- 
mand for academic 
achievement. 

Teachers, head teachers, 
governors and other staff need 
our support. However concern- 
ed we are for the progress of our 
own children and grandchildren, 
we have to remember that 
teachers must assist the spiritual, 
moral, cultural, mental and 
physical development of ALL 
pupils. Most do not have parents 
who are confident in the Chris- 
tian faith or have any church 
contact; many are not clear what 
they believe, and large numbers 
belong to other faiths. Teachers 
must start with all children 
where they are, respecting their 
families and environment. 

It is very hard on all involved 
with schools, that the moves to 
delegate financial responsibility 
— and with it financial anxiety 
and instability — should coin- 
cide with the curriculum 
changes. While some of the 
larger schools have strong 
management teams and a range 
of committed governors, the full 
weight of LMS (Local Manage- 
ment of Schools) is falling 
heavily on many head teachers 
and chairmen of governors. It is 
vital that each school has peo- 
ple with a range of experience 
to support the teachers and 
parents. 

Three topical issues 

The Diocesan Schools 
Department are concerned with 
all schools and the education of 
all children, not only those in 
Church schools, but three 
topical issues are worth special 
mention. Firstly we are involv- 
ed with many small schools, 
which are worried that their 
viability is threatened; second- 
ly, we are aware of the pressure 
on parish priests, and it is plann- 
ed to arrange some sessions in 
the autumn for parish priests in 
relation to their role with their 
local schools, and thirdly, we 
have considered the issues in- 
volved in Grant Maintained 
status. 

Children have always learned 
through a mixture of knowledge 
provided for them by adults and 
by discovering for themselves. 
Over the doors of a Victorian 
school is the motto “I hear, I 
see, I learn”. Written as it is, 
in Latin, it has a completely up- 
to-date ring: “Audio Video 
Disco”. 


YOUNG DOOR 


Carrying the Good 
News from 
Taize to Prague 


EVERY year, the Taize Com- 
munity in France organises a 
European meeting over the New 
Year. This time it was in 
Prague, in Czechoslovakia. It 
was my first experience of such 
a meeting, and turned out to be 
an unforgettable one. 

We travelled by bus, one of 
eight to make the 28-hour 
journey from London’s Victoria 
Station. When we eventually ar- 
rived we discovered that 80,000 
other people had also made the 
pilgrimage to Prague. 

We were placed in parishes 
where arrangements had been 
made for us to sleep in private 
homes or schools for the week. 

I was lucky to stay with a Czech 
family (with 12 other guests — 
Latvians, Poles, Italians and 
English) who overwhelmed us 
with their generous hospitality 
despite very obvious shortages. 

It was an excellent opportun- 
ity to meet people particularly 
from central Europe (there were 
34,000 Poles there), and to learn 
about their different approaches 
to Christianity, especially in the 
small morning discussion groups 
held in the parishes each day 
after morning prayer. 

I was staying about 15 miles 
south of the city, in a typically- 
grey Eastern European suburb, 


with plenty of half-demolished 
or half-built high-rise flats. It 
was, therefore, a great joy to ex- 
plore the city. The castle, 
cathedral, opera house, 
museums, Wenceslas Square 
(which in fact turned out to be 
very rectangular) and the Old 
Town Square were all 
breathtaking. 

Lunch, like the Taize prayer, 
took place in huge tents in north- 
west Prague, and was followed 
by national meetings led by the 
brothers. Everything was very 
well organised. We had food 
and transport passes for buses 
and the metro within the city, 
and we were even given tea by 
the Czech army. Then, in the 
evening, we gathered for the 
Taize prayer when Brother 
Roger spoke to us — mainly 
about the growing Christian 
communities in Eastern Europe. 

This week went like a flash, 
and left me with memories of the 
self-respect of the Czech people, 
an Eastern European city on the 
verge of Western commer- 
cialism and of many new 
friendships. 

Gemma Wright 

Gemma Wright (17) is the 
daughter of Robert Wright, 
Vicar of Wantage. She hopes to 
read Theology at Oxford 
University. 


Faith in the Countryside 


TWO one-day seminars on Faith 
in the Countryside will be held 
in the Buckingham Arch- 
deaconry in the spring. They 
will aim to provide an introduc- 
tion to the Faith in the Coun- 
tryside report, and to open a 
debate which can then be 
followed through in more detail 
in the parishes and villages. 

The seminars have been joint- 
ly arranged by the Bucks Coun- 
cil for Voluntary Service, and 
the Diocesan Rural Chaplain, 
the Revd Peter Bugg. The first, 
at Wendover on March 25, will 
be chaired by the Right Revd 
Simon Burrows, Bishop of 
Buckingham, and introduced by 
the Revd Michael Cruchley of 
the Arthur Rank Centre for 
Christian Studies. Mr Trevor 
Chervett of the Rural Develop- 
ment Commission will present 
a ‘Rural Community 
Perspective’. 

The Archdeacon of Buck- 
ingham, the Venerable John 
Morrison will chair the second 
seminar on April 20, when an 


introduction to the report will be 
provided by Mrs Pat Kelly, a 
member of ACORA, and the 
speaker will be the Revd John 
Clarke of the Arthur Rank 
Centre.- 

Application forms are ob- 
tainable from the Revd Peter 
Bugg, Brill Vicarage, Brill, 
Aylesbury HP 18 9ST or from 
the Bucks Council for Voluntary 
Service, Walton House, Walton 
Street, Aylesbury HP2 7QQ. 

The Broadsheet 

THE Bucks Ecumenical Coun- 
cil invites Christians to use The 
Broadsheet as a resource for 
ecumenical news, both local and 
national. If you are interested in 
using this free service, 
distributed four times a year, 
please send your name, address, 
church and denomination to: 
The Communications Officer, 
Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB, 
stating the number of copies re- 
quried. 


BLOOD DONORS 

REQUIRED (Due to the Gulf Crisis) 
in Bucks, Berks and Oxon 

Registered Donors who are expecting calls within the next 4 weeks should await these calls 


ti n either phone our national line 

0800-300333 

and leave their name, address and tel, numbers or phone locally on 

0865-741188 (if lines are busy, please be patient and keep trying) 

This space has been donated free of charge to help in this crisis, by the Advertising Department of The DOOR (Goodhead Publishing) 


NEW DONORS 
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Chaplains in the front line 


and peace 



Prayer book in hand, a rifle at his side, a young British 
soldier kneels, during a Sunday Eucharist in the desert. 


Pilgrims 


Leave God to 
cut our cloth 


From the Bishop 
of Dorchester 

A group of clergy was ask- 
ed to write down in a word 
what the Christian faith 
meant to them. It was sur- 
prising how many chose the 
word transformation. The 
Christian faith is about 
change; about movement 
on the journey towards 
Christ. Perhaps, in Lent, 
we are more conscious of 
being on that journey than 
at other times in the year. 

It seems particularly ap- 
propriate this year to be 
carrying in our minds a 
picture of Jesus in the 
desert, when our thoughts 
and prayers are very much 
centred on events in the 
Gulf. But for us, our 
wilderness is within 
ourselves. The journey to 
God is a journey inwards. 
At the centre lies not the 
essential me, not ‘the her- 
mit in the head'; at the cen- 
tre towards which we 
journey, waits God 
himself. 

To make progress on this 
journey we need discipline, 
and this is the age-old 
message of Lent. Discipline 
is a deeply unfashionable 
word in the last quarter of 
the 20th century. But order 
and discipline are parts of 
the essential equipment for 
this journey, particularly 
at a time when much 
religious expression can 
seem, both sentimental and 
self-indulgent. 

Jesus’s time in the desert 
was marked by temptation. 
Advertisers would tell us 
that the quick route to hap- 
piness is to give way to 
temptation in whatever 
form it comes. But Lent 
reminds us that if we are to 
follow Christ we must 
discipline ourselves and 
recognise that the route we 
are embarked upon will in- 
volve a long journey and 
that almost every stage will 
be both painful and dif- 
ficult. Perhaps the easiest 
way to define temptation is 
to say it is a short cut — an 
attempt to reach a goal by 
a quick route. 

Lent often seems a 
gloomy time of year and yet 
George Herbert could 
write “Welcome dear feast 
of Lent”. He knew, as all 
God’s Saints know, that 
what might seem forbid- 
ding and off-putting at first 
is in fact the only source of 
true joy and real hap- 
piness. “Making things 
new” is very much the 
theme of the Decade for 
Evangelism and Faith in 
the Countryside , but the 
place we need to start is 
with ourselves and so we 
pray this Lent: “Create 
and make in us new and 
contrite hearts.” 

+ Anthony Dorchester 


War 

CHAPLAINS of all denomina- 
tions are now in the Gulf with 
our soldiers, following a long 
tradition of chaplains going to 
war. 

As the British fleet set sail for 
the Falkland Islands, the story 
is told that a group of soldiers 
needed a room on board. The 
one found for them was the 
ship’s chapel. In brisk military 
manner all the religious stuff 
was clearly away, and maps and 
plans took the place of candles 
and hymn books. The cross was 
put into a cupboard. 

But as the signal came through 
that this was no exercise but the 
fighting was going to be for real, 
someone took the cross out of 
the cupboard and put it back in 
a prominent position. From 
what we hear from chaplains in 
the Gulf, they have found that 
men, not noted for church atten- 
dance, have taken out the cross 
again and put it in a prominent 
position. 

The many chaplains now in 
the Gulf, will mostly be with 
regiments of infantry, tanks and 
guns. They will be located with 
the doctor in the Regimental Aid 
post, and if the shooting begins 
that is where they will be — to 
help the injured and be with 
those about to die. In between 
bouts of fighting the chaplain 
will move about among his 
troops holding simple Christian 
services, celebrating Holy Com- 
munion and talking with those 
who will talk with him. 

If you ask soldiers what they 
want of their chaplain, the 
answers are interesting. The 
regiment will want him to 
belong; the commanding officer 
will want to be able to talk about 
‘my padre’ or ‘our padre’. But 
the chaplain must never be a 
square peg in a square hole. He 
is in the army, but not of the ar- 
my. His value is in his ability to 
point to the eternal — to be able 
to keep the values of the 
Kingdom of Heaven in view. 
Ask a soldier what he wants of 
a chaplain, and it will be a man 
of God he wants, though he will 


not often use those words. 

As this war continues, the 
chaplain, like the soldiers he 
serves, will be variously home- 
sick, frightened, lonely, happy, 
shocked, and bored. He will try 
to serve his soldiers by the 
sacraments of the Church and, 
where possible, the preaching of 
the Gospel. Most of all, he will 
serve his God by just being 
where the soldiers are. 

As this happens, he will no 
doubt also find out that the ser- 
vice is not all one way. Tank 
crews resting in the desert share 
a mug of tea: as the oily plastic 
mug goes from trooper to 
sergeant, to trooper to chaplain 
he will feel that somehow he is 
in the right place at the right 
time...? 


• The Collect of the Royal 
Army Chaplains’ Department: 
Blessed God, who has commit- 
ted the glorious Gospel to our 
trust, have mercy upon the 
Royal Army Chaplains’ Depart- 
ment and grant that we may 
never glory save in the Cross of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, but in all 
things may approve ourselves as 
Thy Ministers, lest His Cross be 
made of none effect, through 
Thy Son Jesus Christ Our Lord. 

Amen R 0 g er Clayton-Jones 
The Revd Roger Clayton-Jones 
is Chaplain to the Forces , Royal 
Military College of Science, 
Shrivenham. 


As I stand at the beginning of 
this Decade of Evangelism, I 
wonder what difference it will 
have made to me, or I to it. I 
wasn’t looking for it, but it ap- 
peared before me, and now we 
have begun. 

This year’s sale bargain 
strangely spoke to me of the 
Decade: This lovely cloth ap- 
peared before me in a shop. I 
hadn’t planned to buy dress 
fabric; I wasn’t looking for it; 
but there it was. It was a 
bargain! 

I studied it a while. What 
shape would it make up in best? 
How about the colours — were 
they mine? Did I need a dress? 
It seemed too good to miss. 
Could I live with this cloth or 
could I do without it? Would I 
regret, it if I passed it by? I 
bought it. Now, the shape. 
Would it be classical or softer 
lines? Classical, always 
something versatile, not just for 
special occasions. I risked the 
softer lines. 

Pattern, thread and zip all pur- 
chased, I cut it out. It takes a 
while to cut out and prepare the 
pieces; tedious really, but it 
makes such a difference in the 
making up if the pieces are 
carefully cut and marked for 
matching. I mustn’t leave the 
pieces lying around unmade too 
long, or they would fray and 
disintegrate. I must get on with 
the job. Besides, I was keen to 
see it made. 

I set some time aside, and 
concentrated on my task. I 
altered it a little to make it fit me 
better. After three days, I had 
finished, and secured the loose 
ends. It would have been disap- 
pointing if it had started to come 
undone and fall apart. The dress 
suited me; I liked it; It was com- 
fortable. It looked much better 


made up than it had as a length 
of cloth, and now I was certain 
of the colours as a lovely com- 
bination. Now would I wear this 
dress? Could I wear this dress? 
I was used to my old things. 

How will it be in ten years 
time? Can we put on Christ and 
live with Him? Have we the 
courage to share our Gospel? In- 
deed, will our Gospel have taken 
shape for us, or will we leave 
the pieces lying around to fray 
and disintegrate? Will we take 
enough care in the cutting out 
and marking of the pieces that 
will shape our garment? Will we 
secure loose ends, and thereby 
stay together? 

It is a mystery garment that 
we make. God has the pattern, 
God chooses the shape and the 
shades, God cuts out the pieces 
and marks them, God matches 
and stitches the pieces. 

God says, “Will you wear 
this garment? I made it for you, 
and it is my gift. It may not be 
what you were looking for, but 
will you take the risk and can 
you share my gift? I have spoken 
to you, but do you hear and will 
you convey my message or are 
you too self-conscious in my 
clothes? I have secured the ends, 
but do you really trust?’’ 

Judy Rose 

Judy Rose is the Milton Keynes 
Christian Council Ad- 
ministrator, Secretary to the 
Ecumenical Parish of Stanton- 
bury, and a Church Officer at 
great Linford. 


Fragment from 
an inner 
pilgrimage 

He said to follow — The path 
was clearly marked For 
travellers in the Way. 

“My needs, shall I carry for 
tomorrow?” 

He said to follow 

Broad sweeps of pasture 
Set my clear beginning 
Delight and promise led the 
way 

Ease and tranquility following 
High hedges protected me 
From cool winds of doubt 
Bright flowers lit 
Dull corners in my heart 

Until the path grew dark 
His whispered messages unclear 
Silence and solitude 
Became the ground 
Of pilgrim journeying 

Came a clearance 
Spread too wide without a 
Guide 

Until I saw His mark 
Who was Himself the Way 
And I the traveller in it 

Mary Philpot 
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Space for Prayer 


We cannot as Christians pray for peace at any price, but only for the right 
kind of peace. 

Show us, good Lord, 

the peace we should seek,v 

the peace we must give, 

the peace we can keep, 

the peace we must forego, 

and the peace you have given us 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Source unknown 

From Prayers for Today, Frank Colquhoun (Triangle, £2.75) 

This month your prayers are asked for: 

The work of the forces chaplains in this Diocese especially those out 
in the Gulf. 

All those from this Diocese who are serving in the Gulf and their families. 
Our Muslim Community. 

All who are involved with local radio religious programmes in the 
Diocese. 

The Diocesan Synod (March 2). 



fMpmes and Qatth 

m JC. ' 




RESOLVE TO LOOK SMART & STAY WARM AND 
RECOMMEND... 

CHARISMA 

Looking for a unique present, something useful and 
personal? 

DESIGNER KNITWEAR 
is the answer 

Designs to match your interests and hobbies. Club 
designs a speciality. We can take care of your individual 
needs. 

Please phone for further details : 

Telephone: (0491) 873098 
or (0491) 872005 


Eden Landscapes 


Garden D ">ign and Construction 

Spec. .lists in garden 
renovation design and 
construction. Experienced 
in all aspects of garden 
work including paving, 
drives, fences and water 
gardens, tree-work. 

For a competitive quotation 

Telephone 
(0491) 38068 



SPRING BULBS in the Green 

From the nursery that supplies quality 
goods at affordable prices. 

Snowdrop Singles . £5.00 per 1 00 
Snowdrop Doubles £6.00 per 100 
Aconites £5.00 per 50 

Bluebells £5.00 per 50 

Snowflakes £5.00 per 25 

Naturalizing Daffodils £5.00 J per 25 

Delivery from mid-January. Prices include 
p&p. Please allow 14 days for delivery. 
Cheques and POs with order payoble to: 
Orchard Nurseries, GN1, 
Orchard Place, Flint House Drove, 
T hree H oles, Wisbech, Cambs PE 14 9JN 
S_ Tel: (03548) 6)3 


BUILDING AND DESIGN SERVICE 
BUILDER AND DECORATOR 

We offer high quality competitive service. 

For all your building, decorating or design needs. 
Let us make your ideas a reality 
For friendly , professional advice and estimates 
with no obligation: 

Phone: Brian Wensley 

WITNEY 772601 



A. & I. HARVEY 

LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS 



• DOMESTIC 

• INDUSTRIAL 

• COMMERCIAL 
FREE ESTIMATES 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
ALSO MOWER SERVICE 


HAMPDEN ROW (024028) 431 
HIGH WYCOMBE (0494) 471 167 


TROPICAL FISH 
MARINE FISH 
C0LDWATER FISH 
AND FANCY FISH 

Many special offers on 

• Aquariums • Fibreglass ponds 

• Pond liners and pumps • Gift 

vouchers available. 

New World Aquatics 

Flitvale Nurseries 
Flitwich Road, Westoning. 

Tel: (0525) 713710 
OPEN 7 DAYS 

Monday to Friday 10am-5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am 5.30pm and 
Sunday 10am-4.30pm 













The Door, March 1991 9 


Voyage around Mortimer 


THE interview with John 
Mortimer, author and 
playwright, under the title 
‘A kind of Christianity’ has 
produced a variety of reac- 
tions. Here are some of 
them: 

Thought 

provoking 

I AGREE with John Mortimer *■ 
His kind of Christianity is my 
kind. Thankyou for publishing 
his thought provoking article. 

We need an interpretation of 
Christanity which leads to 
fairness, justice and a less 
materialistic outlook. We need 
less of a call to worship an 
abstract God, especially in this 
time of war — when all sides in- 
voke His name, forgetting that 
humans cause wars and that 
human must find ways of halting 
them. 

Bob Tutton , 
Reading , Berks. 


It is NOT 
Christianity 

THE DOOR for February has as 
its banner headline ‘Share your 
faith! ’ On page two there was an 
article by John Mortimer head- 
ed ‘A kind of Christianity’, with 
a sub-title ‘God in the life of 
John Mortimer’. There are 
many things that I find puzzling, 
but this seems to me to be 
nonsense. 

Christ taught the disciples to 
pray “Our Father which art in 
Heaven”. Mr Mortimer ex- 
pressly tells us that he doesn’t 
believe in God. If he can’t ac- 
cept the prayer that Jesus gave 
to His disciples, how can his 
beliefs really be described as a 
kind of Christianity? 

Percy Halliday , 
Beaconsfield, Bucks. 

Real 

problem 

JOHN Mortimer (DOOR, 
February) says his real problem 
with God is that he can’t unders- 
tand why he “gassed seven 
million Jews, kills people in ear- 
thquakes, gives children 
leukaemia and things”. 

First of all, the Holocaust was 
organised by the Nazis, not by 
God. A Muslim might say it was 
the will of Allah, but a Chris- 
tian sees it as an example of 
man’s rebellion against God. 


Why doesn’t God stop man 
rebelling? I can only suppose it’s 
because he wants to give us real 
freedom, not to make us like 
puppets that appear to be free 
but are pulled about by invisi- 
ble strings. 

Earthquakes and leukaemia 
are indeed a puzzle; after all, 
Jesus stilled a storm, and healed 
people of all kinds of diseases. 
There are clues, like the value 
of pain in warning against 
danger, and the fact that suffer- 
ing can be the occasion for 
magnificent displays of patience 
and courage. Heaven has a 
special place for “those who 
have come through great tribula- 
tion”. But yes, the mystery 
remains. 

How do we cope with the 
mystery? Surely by realising that 
God is involved in suffering. 
Ponder Gethsemane and 
Calvary. God loved the world 
that much . When you look at the 
cross really close up, you do not 


ask questions or raise objec- 
tions. You humble yourself and 
worship. 

Colin M. Davis, 
Wallingford, Oxon. 


Atheist 

I WRITE to express my deep 
concern at the space given in 
your January issue to John Mor- 
timer — a self-confessed atheist. 
In the very first number of The 
DOOR, the front page featured 
an article "The Good News — 
but what is it?’ and we are still 
awaiting a clear statement! Sure- 
ly in view of this the first issue 
within the Decade of 
Evangelism should have had 
something better to offer than 
John Mortimer’s joyless uncer- 
tainties? 

Could no one have been found 
to bear witness to “the victory 
that overcomes the world, even 
our faith, in Jesus Christ, risen 
from the dead?” 

(Mrs) Gwenllian M. Spanner, 
Wantage, Oxon. 


Courageous 

JOHN Mortimer’s frank article 
show him as a man of courage. 
He indicates a lack of understan- 
ding of God, but a belief in 
Christianity. The reasons for his 
lack of conviction, leaving him 
so bereft, must surely be very 
sad for all of us. It would also 
be inaccurate if our belief was 
founded on a fear of hell. 

Darwin was not great because 
he exploded the Book of Genesis 
and the Creation in Seven Days. 
I have read nowhere how long 
a ‘day’ was at the time of 
Creation, but I do know how 
distorted a few words become 
when passed around a few peo- 
ple in three minutes — one has 
to be careful, therefore, of tak- 
ing ancient works too literally. 

Is it not presumptuous to pre- 
suppose that God gassed seven 
million Jews, gives leukaemia to 
children — naming just two 
outrages to which he referred? 
He can’t quite take God, yet 
regards God as a judge — a bit 
unfortunate as he hates judges. 

Statements like these are not 


uncommon, nor do they show an 
open mind to the world as it is. 
We came at birth as pure souls 
to play our role, and gradually 
from our up-bringing, inter- 
relationships and attitudes 
became less pure. God has not 
chosen to interfere with us, as 
we have our own accounts to 
settle. Nature (and to a lesser ex- 
tent human beings) gets on well 
with its own cycle of birth, 
sustenance, death and rebirth 
without any help from God. 
When all else fails, we do have 
the audacity to ask God for help, 
and how often do we see, hear 
or experience his unfailing love 
coming to our aid! 

Our bodies are here for “three 
score years and ten”. Our souls 
are for eternity and Almighty 
God is the Supreme Soul. 
Perhaps less attention to bodily 
desires with all the vices trapp- 
ing the soul, and more to 
spirituality might help to bridge 
the gap for anyone subjected to 
lingering doubts. 

Peter R. Taylor, 
Wallingford, Oxon. 


The Gulf War 

WE print below a selection 
from letters received on 
this subject. All so far have 
taken the same line as 
reflected here. 


Strange gods 

THE Gulf Crisis has raised im- 
portant questions about the kind 
of God in which we believe; it 
seems to me that some very 
strange gods have been offered 
prayers in recent weeks. 

There are genie-of-the-lamp 
gods who can be summoned in 
an emergency and requested to 
perform miracles according to 
our diagnosis, prescription and 
timetable. There are junior- 
magistrate gods who condemn 
violence, but accept pleas of ex- 
tenuating circumstances and 
don’t expect repentance. There 
are ancient tribal gods who can 
be relied upon to carry the flag, 
bless weaponry and ensure the 
right side wins . . . 

I wonder what the One, Mer- 
ciful God of Islam, Judaism and 
Christianity is saying in the 
midst of all this, and whether 
anyone is listening. 

Dinah Clements, 
Oxford. 

Dismayed 

HOW depressing that even the 
Bishop of Oxford endorses the 
Gulf war as necessary (Feb 
DOOR). It is sad that so many 
have been softened up by war 
propaganda to think that war 
could be considered necessary. 

On page three John Madeley 
points out that war has been 
started long before there was 
any chance of sanctions and 
negotiations producing a 
peaceful settlement to an Arab 
problem. Instead, the United 
States has determined to get rid 
of Saddam Hussein at any cost, 
and drags “puppet” govern- 
ments like ours along with it. 

Now we are to suffer months, 
and probably years, of evil — 
polarised views, suspicions, ac- 
cusations, terrorism, increased 
hunger and starvation for the 
poor across the whole world, 
and massive destruction, misery 
and death across the Middle 
East. 

Mervyn C. Jackson 
Bracknell , Berks. 

Propaganda 

THANK you for printing the ar- 
ticle by John Madeley in the 
February DOOR. I am only 
sorry that you did not find room 
for it on page one next to Bishop 

(Letter continued, page 14) 



CORRYMEELA 

WAGING PEACE IN NORTHERN IRELAND 

CORRYMEELA is a dispersed Christian Community which 
feels itself to be called to be an instrument of God’s peace. 
It works to break down barriers and build bridges between 
individuals and groups. “If Christianity has nothing to say 
about reconciliation, then it has nothing to say”, (the Revd 
Dr R. R. Davey MBE, Founder of Corrymeela). 

CORRYMEELA LINK based in Great Britain, seeks to 
spread the vision, and support the work of the Corrymeela 
Community; it needs your help if its aim is to be realised. 

PLEASE ^support us with your prayers especially on 
CORRYMEELA SUNDAY which is held annually on the 
Sunday before St Patricks Day. 

Information and donations: 

Corrymeela Link 
P.O. Box 118 
READING 
RG1 1SL 

(Tel: 0734 589800) 


THE BRITISH HEART FOUNDATION 

mAtiiiai 

British Heart Foundation 

30 years of heart research 

Celebrates 

30 years of heart research 
and "Exercise for Life" Year 


For full details of all sponsored exercise events, or if you would 
like to send a donation write to: 

Hon Sec, Abingdon Branch, 1 1 Southfield Drive, 
Sutton Courtenay, Abingdon 0X1 4 4AY. 

Cheques should be made payable to 
THE BRITISH HEART FOUNDATION 

or call Bath (0225) 463616 




HARLEQUIN GLASS 

Stained Glass 
Restoration 

Specialist in glass painting , repair 
of damaged panels and windows. 

We can undertake the complete work, from 
removal of the damaged panel through to the 
installation of the restored piece. 

REPAINTING, MATCHING OF 
ORIGINAL GLASS, & RELEADING 

New commissions also undertaken 

Folly Bridge Workshops, 

Thames Street, Oxford 0X1 1SU 
(access via Cromwell Street) 

Telephone 0865 727203 


„ The. 
Samaritans 


Ordinary .people who care for the 
desperate, lonely and suicidal. 

COULD YOU BE A 
VOLUNTEER? 

Amersham 432000. 

Banbury 270000. 

Bracknell 55556. 

Milton Keynes 667777. 

Newbury 42452. 

Oxford 722122. 

Reading 505505. 

Slough 31011. 



Always there at the end ol the line 


Life cares — will you? 

Life offers a pregnancy care 
service to all women — 

• free pregnancy tests 

• free non-directive counselling 

• counselling after abortion 

• housing before and after birth 

Life gives talks in schools, colleges, churches, 
hospitals and interested groups. 

COULD YOU BE A 
Life VOLUNTEER? 


Contact Life Pregnancy Care Centres at: 


SaretheUhboraQhlki 

Me 


Aylesbury 394344 Banbury 261257 
Bracknell 421905 High Wycombe 
Oxford 727435 448544 

Slough 23122 Reading 581699 


INSTITUTE OF COUNSELLING 
COUNSELLING SKILLS 

• Certificate Courses • 1 Year Diploma Courses 

• 2 Year Diploma Courses • Training Resources 

— All Courses on a Home Study Basis — 

For further details please write: Registrar, 

Institute of Counselling, Dept D, 

15 Hope St, Glasgow G2 6AB. 



RETIREMENT HOUSING 

Questions you need to ask 

Are you beginning to think about a move to sheltered housing or a rest home 
but worried about the cost and upheaval? 

With all the different types of sheltered housing for retired people on offer 
it is not surprising if you get confused and begin to wonder what may be right 
for you. 

Ask yourself the following questions: 

1 . Do I want to be able to stay in my new home even if I become very frail 
and/or disabled? 

2. Do I want a home where I can be completely independent but where 
friendly staff are there in person every day of the year 24 hours per day 
should I need them? 

3. Do I want to be able to take advantage, when I feel like it, of joining 
other Owners in the Dining Room for a very good, reasonably priced 
meal which is cooked on the premises? 

4. Do I want to live somewhere managed by local Reading people who have 
a wide knowledge and experience of services for retired people in 
Berkshire? 

5. Do I want to live in a development which is covered by the new National 
House Building Council code for Sheltered Housing? 

6. Do I want my new home to be dose to shops, comfortable, quiet and 
spacious? 

7. Do I want to live in a development where the advice of the Police and 
Fire Brigade have been sought to ensure that I shall be as safe and secure 
as possible? 

8. Do I want to live somewhere where my pet will be welcome? 

9. Do I want to be surrounded by three acres of attractive private protected 
woodland? 

10. Do I want to live in a development whose management company has been 
specifically named by the consumer magazine “Which?” as one of the 
few which provides comprehensive facilities and additional services for 
their customers? 

1 1 . And lastly, but most important, do I want the people involved in staffing 
and managing the development to really understand my needs and to really 
respect my wishes? 

If your answer to these questions is ‘Yes’ then you should visit Emmbrook 
Court and speak with the Owners who are already living there and the staff 
who are working there to see whether we are what we say we are. 

Call or write to: 

Mr Larry Klein 
Retirement Security Ltd 
15 Boult Street, Reading, RG1 4RD. 

Telephone: Reading (0734) 503745 

Supported by LIKiTIREMENT 

Nationwide Anglia Building Society • security limited 
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The stories on this page are about the work of the Diocesan 
Parish Resources Department. If after reading them you think 
they can help your parish on its Christian journey please get in 
touch with one of the Parish Development Advisers. They are — 
Celia Learn (Berkshire): 0344 773513; Anne Faulkner 
(Buckinghamshire): 0753 25935; Barbara Doubtfire 
(Oxfordshire): 0993 812095. Or you can contact Shirley Blay at 
Diocesan Church House: 0865 244566. 


Discovering kings and camels 


.NOT knowing what to expect, I arrived 
to join in this day of discovery aimed at 
all ages. While others pursued drama, art- 
work, music, produced an endless supply 
of cardboard crowns or made puppets, I 
joined with those discussing and writing 
about the meaning of Epiphany. So that 
was it; manifestation of the Christ. Not so 
much the visitation of the three kings, but 
the demonstration of God in Man to 
representatives of the World. 

Each activity produced something to be 
used later in a simple act of worship for 




all and we shared in a lot of fun ... not 
to mention the food, the highlight of which 
was the Gallette des Rois, a traditional, 
hot, sweet, marzipan-filled cake. 

Special thanks to the Diocesan 
Children’s Officer, Roger Fray for shar- 
ing his insights (and Saturday) with us in 
an enjoyable and thought-provoking day. 


Christian giving 


LAST November 3 St Mary’s Church, Hampstead Nor- 
reys were given an interesting approach to education 
when David Haylett, the Stewardship Adviser led an 
afternoon seminar on ‘giving’. 

We formed groups for Bible study. Paul spoke of 
God’s love for ‘an hilarious giver’! Is that true of us? 
How do we feel when the collection comes round on 
Sundays? 

The ‘mysteries’ of the church finances were next. We 
received a few surprises about our own church. We 
discussed proportionate, regular and spontaneous giv- 
ing. I was moved by the saying of Jesus “it will be 
harder for rich people to enter the Kingdom of Heaven 
. . . than for a camel to go through the eye of a needle’’. 

Finally, we were asked to review, prayerfully, our 
personal financial commitment to God’s work. We com- 
pleted a pledge card for return during morning service, 
and reaffirmed our commitment to Christ and His work 
at St Mary’s. 

The afternoon showed the need for us to strive for 
a deeper commitment to Christ. Only then can our hearts 
be changed so that we commit our very selves in a life- 
long commitment to His service and the blessings He 
promises. 
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THANK you for leading our PCC 
‘Preparation for the Decaf, of 
Evanglism’ day. We have had some very 
positive feedback. It was good to meet 
and talk together away from the Parish. 

The language of ‘Evangelism’ seems 
to be difficult for many people. Our day 
addressed those fears and laid founda- 
tions for future work in this area. 

It was useful to trace the changing 
church and changing community of 
Bicester over recent years. It helped to 
give a context to today’s challenge in this 
rapidly developing town. We were en- 
couraged by our review of the work 
which we are already doing in His 
Name. It is clear, however, that much 
work needs to be done to boost con- 
fidence and strengthen faith. Therefore, 
the second Step in our peparation work 
will be to tackle this. In fact, one study 
group has already begun. 



SPECIAL 

OFFER 


Superb quality unlined heavy Melton 
Cloak in 80% Wool with full collar and 
bronzed chain clasp. 


Send no money. 
Account Customers 30 
days nett. Mon Account 
Customers by pro 
forma Invoice. 

Hayes « Pinch Mai 






MEMORIALS 


by the specialists (established 

VISIT OUR WORKSHOPS AND CONSULT 
OUR SKILLED STONEMASONS OR SEND 
FOR BROCHURE 


Ross Stonecraft Ltd 


Elliman Avenue, Slough SL2 5AZ 
Member National Ass of Master Masons 


Slough (0753) 22889 




over 40 years) 



FOOD TOR 
THE SOUL 

Expository ministry cassettes, 
£1.45 each including p&p, b6 titles 
including series on Foundation 
Truths (5 tapes), Secrets of 
Happiness (2). Holy Spirit (3). 

Spiriual Warfare (3). 

List of free sample message 
"Whole Salvation" 

From: 

John Beecham 
Shalom, Station Road 
Shipston-on-Stour 
CV36 4BT. 

Tel: 0608 61608 


155 ^ Jane's 
Bomboniere 

Sugared Almond 
Favours 

Beautifully designed 
keepsakes for your guests. 

For further details contact: 
Jane on: 

071-722 2236 

Make your day a special day 
to remember. 

MAIL ORDER WELCOME 


BAPTISM CANDLES 
AND HOLDERS 

from only 66p each 

New Style £13.20 for 20 

Original Style £15.40 for 20 

De luxe „..£ 16.50 for 12 

Available direct or 
from Bookshops 


belita 


9 Abbey St, Chester 
CHI 2JS 

Tel: 0244 316144. 
Fax: 677450 





§ Lasting Celebration 

f Souvenirs 

§ Gladys Z. Glascoe 

| 081-311 7628 


f 

§ 

§ 


j 



OXFORD DIOCESAN COUNCIL FOR THE DEAF 

COMMUNITY WORKER 
WITH DEAF PEOPLE 

A new post concerned with support to deaf people in Buck- 
inghamshire complementing social work provided by the 
Social Services Department. Moderate deaf communication 
skills required now with willingness to progress. 

Car ownership essential; mileage allowance paid. 

Salary £8,943-£9,795 initially. 

Job description and application form from: 

Mollie Riley, ODCD, 

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Centre 
St Ebbe’s 
Oxford OX1 1RL 
Telephone: Oxford 247602 
S.A.E. please. 

Closing date 11 March 
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Yellow Braces 


“THEY just keep coming in ever- 
increasing numbers! ” — and this year we 
are planning to welcome nearly 200 young 
people to our Yellow Braces weekend. 

Although each year sees some changes 
in the programme it is very clear that the 
basic need remains the same — young peo- 
ple need to be given opportunities for 
fellowship with other young Christians. 
They come from north, south, east and 
west to renew old friendships, to make 
more friends, to praise and worship 
together and to share in a variety of ac- 
tivities. They come from the town chur- 
ches, from the country churches, from the 
big and the not-so-big churches. They 
come from churches with large youth 
groups, small youth groups, and no youth 
groups at all. 

They go away feeling good about 
belonging to the Church and being part of 
the Oxford Diocese. They go away hav- 
ing met many adults who are committed 
to our work with young people and without 
whom none of our work would be 
possible. 

“Yellow Braces is . . . Brill!” 


The Diocesan Parish Resources 
Department: (left to right) Celia 
Leam (PDA), David Haylett 
(Stewardship), Barbara Doubt fire 
(PDA), David Winter (Evangelism), 
Roger Fray (Children’s Work), Keith 
Lamdin (Team Leader/ Adult Work), 
Anne Faulkner (PDA), Peter Ball 
(Youth Work), Dorothy Fox 
(Secretary), Shirley Blay (Secretary). 






Liturgy and life 

( 

ALL SAINTS, Didcot held a parish day recently and explored 
the connections between the Liturgy and our everyday life. 
First we split into groups to identify the essential concerns of 
daily life. A general discussion followed, then the Liturgy of 
the Eucharist was considered. How did it link with the Con- 
cerns? The surprising answer was ‘Not at all’. We then tried 
to modify the service to bring in our daily experiences. This 
proved stimulating. Sections some would remove, others felt 
important. We had to be reminded the aim was to link in our 
concerns, not rewrite the prayer-book! The day finished with 
a Eucharist, following some of the recommendations. 

A thought-provoking and uplifting day. 



Acorn’s children 


ACORNS — is the children’s nurture group 
at Holy Trinity, Theale. The forty or so 
primary aged children come at the end of 
their school day on Wednesdays. 

Each term we take a theme and often our 
work leads to some special activity in 
church. We believe that children learn by 
doing. Last summer the theme was water. 
We wanted the children to understand the 
symbolism of water in worship. The 
children used different experiences: water 
to drink, for growth, to cleanse and wash. 
One afternoon the children had great fun 
washing the cars of their school teachers — 
children and teachers were delighted! 

Water is used for baptism and we 
prepared to take part in a baptism during our 
Family Communion. We met the baby, 
made baptism cards, and made models of 
the font. Finally the day came and the 
children took part in the service. We hope 
it was as memorable for the family as it was 
for the Acorn’s children. We finished with 
a barbeque lunch and parachute games. 




OUR PCC was not unaware of the importance 
of parish development, especially in New- 
ington, which is a very small village with about 
eighty residents. However, the combination of 
the uninhibited atmosphere which our Parish 
Development Adviser created at our meeting 
and our concentration on the topic (a review of 
parish life), enabled us to reach together a well 
articulated feeling of what should be done. 

For example, one action was to cooperate 
with our Vicar to restructure and retime our 
Sunday Worship, coupled with a determination 
to involve more residents, especially those with 
children. The result has been that our Family 
Service congregation is now in the twenties; not 
large numbers perhaps, but nevertheless more 
than double previous attendances. 


Bringing Good News 

ABOUT forty members of Old Marston parish spent a Satur- 
day afternoon last November looking at what the Decade of 
Evangelism might mean for their parish and how they could best 
respond to it. They called it ‘On Parade for the Decade’. The 
day was led by David Winter, the Bishop’s Officer for 
Evangelism. 

After an introduction about the Decade and the whole topic 
of evanglism or ‘telling the Good News’, there was a video, 
made by churches in Gloucester Diocese, about how people ‘out- 
side’ see the church. Then discussion in groups revealed how 
our own church might be regarded by those outside it. 

Later in the day we ‘marked’ our church against a set of criteria 
for ‘growing churches’. We found that St Nicholas’ performed 
best in care for the needy, collaborative ministry and financial 
giving; was about average in genuine and sincere worship and 
management of change, and worst in its prayer life, develop- 
ment of house groups, concern for the locality, use of the laity 
and the setting of clear objectives. All of this, we felt, gave the 
PCC and our incoming vicar an agenda to work on! 


A positive contribution to the 


DECADE OF EVANGELISM 


Is your church ( whether large or small): 

7 Together for 

Intercession 
Ministry and 
Evangelism 


Launching... 



Time 

| Ministries 
International 


PROBLEM: Diversity and delegation can be a recipe for disaster where there is disunity. BUT... 
from experience of encouraging 150 churches in 8 countries we have seen churches mobilised in ministry and 
mission once they have a united “vision.” We have now made a radical revision of dur materials and methods 


“CALLED TO SERVE”, a 100 page workbook, is the tool 
you need, whether your church is thriving or struggling. 

In one year it may be studied first by leaders, then 
members. 

Those who have studied the course then join MINISTRY 
GROUPS. 

Our previous course sold over 8,000 copies. Now totally 
revised, more generally available and being translated into 
French, German, Italian, Swedish and Dutch. 


FOR... 

Churches of ANY DENOMINATION 
Rural, inner city, suburban, etc. 

International 8 countries to date 

Time Ministries runs on prayer, in the power of the 

Holy Spirit, and is supported by our local church. 



MirtAi “THE MINISTER’S GUIDE” 

f If L Irlr gives steps to follow so that 

after one year your members are sharing in prayer, 
practical and pastoral jobs, and moving towards every 
member evangelism. 

It includes how to discern and release Gifts and 
Ministries. 

• Optional but powerful. ‘‘Called to Serve” audio and 
video teaching tapes. (Also useful for the semi-literate.) 






AUaO 

WE 

VIDEO 

TAPE 




OPTIONS 

Prayer Link 

More tapes 

Seminars 

Counselling 

Evangelism & renewai 

teams 


Please send one copy of "Called to Serve" (with order form & details of other resources). I enclose £6 (incl. £1 p&p). | 
Cheque payable to "Time Ministries Int". Send to: Emmanuel Church, Main Road, Hawkwell, Hockley, Essex, SS5 4NR. , 
Tel: 0702 205865, Fax: 0702 207753. 


Name:. 


..Tel:. 


Address:.. 
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A QUESTION OF CARING 


UNIVERSAL CARE 

CARING IN THE HOME 

We specialise in providing 
companion/housekeepers to enable 
the elderly and infirm to remain 
living in their own homes. 
CHESTER HOUSE, 9 WINDSOR END 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS HP9 2JJ 
Tel: (0494) 678811. Fax: (0494) 
671259 

(Emp Agy FRES Member) 






Inter-County 
Nursing Services 


The Nursing Agency which 
provides a caring, flexible service 
for all your nursing requirements. 

Please telephone Madie Bills, on 
0753 662298 or 0494 677118 

Licensed by Bucks County Council 



ICNS 






jm 

A truly exceptional Nursing Home, 

elegant, but with a happy, homely and 
caring atmosphere. Your informal visit to talk to Matron 
about your needs and to see the exceptional quality of the 
Home is strongly recommended. 

Listed Georgian Manor House set in acres of beautiful 
gardens and lakes 
★ 

24 hour Qualified nursing care 
Qualified chiropody 
Quality occupational therapy 
Qualified physiotherapy 

★ 

Jaccuzi bathing • Colour TV and radio (remote control) in all rooms • Luxury minibus for outings 

★ 

Conservatory • Exceptional plain English cuisine. Close and easy access to the M40 extension 

★ 

Several large and beautiful dayrooms, to give optimum choice and to live and dine in a luxurious 
small, family size environment, as valuable to visitors as it is to the resident. 

★ 

Free transport to and from Fairacres for visitors from the surrounding area 
For a copy of our brochure and a video of our gardens, or to arrange an obligation free visit, please contact: 

Fairacres Nursing Home, Queens Street, 

Culworth, Banbury, Oxon 0X17 2AT. (0295) 768201 or 768311 


He risks his 
life for our 





THE 


. . but needs 
to know your 
Prince of 
Peace. 

Isaiah 9: 6. 
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Employment Bureau 


THE NATIONWIDE 
CARING SERVICE 

Special care for your elderly relatives 
whether they arc sick, infirm or just 
lonely. 

Temporary help for your family during 
illness, confinement or holiday periods. 
Telephone for more information 

0455 558858 

23a Church Street, Lutterworth 
Leicestershire LEI 7 4AE 
FRES Member 
24 Hour Answering Service 



Please send me more information about SASRA, 

The Soldiers' and Airmen's Scripture Readers Association. 

Name : 

Address : 


Post Code : 


Return to: SASRA, HAVELOCK HO USE. BARRACK ROAD, ALDERSHOT, 

HANTS. GU11 3NP. DOOR3< 


OLD PEOPLES 
HOME NEXT? 

AN ALTERNATIVE APPROACH... 
Are you, or a loved one, faced with 
the seemingly unavoidable prospect 
of leaving the familiar surroundings 
of your own home to move into 
residential care? If so, you may 
now have an alternative. Ring Able 
(Community Caret for details of 
their highly successful 'Continous 
Housekeeper/Carer Service 
Most people, and especially the 
elderly, are happiest in their own 
homes. 

Tel: Norwich (0603) 764567 

(Employment Agencies License No) SE 18058 
j||| or write to 

flUlEB^tCOMMUNITV CARE) 

29 SURREY STREET 
NORWICH 
NR1 3NX 


SOUTHMOOR HOUSE 
KINGSTON BAGPUIZE 
ABINGDON OXON 

This attractive Georgian House is a 
fully centrally heated Private Home 
for the elderly. 

It is set in its own grounds of 
almost two acres with lawns, 
flower beds and vegetable garden. 
Since the present proprietors, Dr. & 
Mrs Rundle took over 3 Vi years 
ago, a complete refurbishment has 
been taking place. 
Accommodation comprises: 

1 7 bedrooms. Separate toilets and 
bathrooms (one with whirlpool 
bath). 

We have caring staff on duty 24hrs 
a day. 

For fuller details, please contact: 
Mrs Adnams (Matron) on: 

LONGWORTH 
(0865) 820225 


Dial Ability Abingdon Road 

- Oxford. 

INFORMATION CENTRE Tel: Oxford 
FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 791 8is 

Good range of information held on most topics. 
Some equipment on display for kitchen, bathroom, 
bedroom, general household. 
Continence Clinic held 1st Monday 
of each month, 2. 30-4. 30pm. 

RING FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
CONTACT US IF YOU 
HAVE A QUERY 
Call in or telephone between 
1-4pm weekdays or 
10-4pm Wednesdays 




NOAH’S ARK. 


Pet Transport and 
Courier Service 

An invaluable service for elder- 
ly, invalid or non-driving pet 
owners, I will deliver with care 
and safety to vets, kennels, 
grooming, salon and house 
moves. 

Pauline Child 

Beaconsfield (0494) 671737 


PRIMACARE 

Auxiliary Nursing/Domestic Agency 
Provide private nursing and domestic 
care, day or night, in the comfort of 
your home. 

For further details contact: 

Susan Rushby on 

0295 275968 



^Matter Nursing Home 


Long/short stay accommodtion and Day Care facilities are 
available, with superb food and special diets prepared by our 
excellent chef 

for further details please contact: 

Mrs Abbis, SRN, QIDN 
Halings Lane, Denham, Bucks UB9 5DQ 

Denham (0895) 834470 



A new concept in care for the elderly 



Beautiful 16th Century manor House designed 
specifically for those seeking choice, independence and 
long-term security during retirement. Fully registered 
care facilities including 24 hour nursing care in 
tranquil riverside setting. Congenial relaxing 
atmosphere; lounges, library, Iicenced-bar. Apartments 
for couples, all accommodation en-suite. Superb leisure 
facilities; music, drama, the arts, bridge, fishing, 
croquet etc. 

Purpose-built Nursing Wing now open for long-term, 
convalescent and post-operative care. 

Weekly fees for Residential Care from £395/ wk, 
Nursing Care from £495/ wk. 

For further details please contact Richard Branch, 
The Old Prebendal House, Shipton-under- 
Wychwood, Oxford 0X7 6BQ. Tel. (0993) 
831888. 
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FOR centuries, Christians have gone on pilgrimages. Some 
medieval pilgrims were motivated by a devotion to a par- 
ticular saint, and went to that saint’s grave or shrine to ask 
for special favours. Others went as a penance for crimes com- 
mitted, or in fulfilment of a vow, a thanksgiving for goods 
received or battles won. 

So, Henry VIII went to Walsingham in 1487 to pray that 
he might be preserved from the wiles of his enemies; while 
Erasmus tells of a certain Ogygius going to Compostela 
because his mother-in-law had vowed he would go if her 
daughter bore a live son. In our awn Diocese the small hamlet 
of Binsey, just outside Oxford, was once the site of a large 
town much visited by pilgrims. The pavements there were, 
said to be worn smooth by the knees of devout visitors shuf- 
fling prayerfully to St Margaret’s Well, which still exists and 
is believed to have healing properties. 

The practice of selling pardons and counterfeit relics gave 
pilgrimages a bad name, and at the Reformation they were 
denounced as “superstitious” and “popish”, to be avoided 
by Protestants at all costs. By the 19th century, however, 
there was a revival of interest, especially in the Holy Land. 
In 1869, the year the Suez Canal was opened, Thomas Cook, 
the founder of the travel company, led the first of many 
groups of pilgrims to Jerusalem — among them Prince 
George (later George V). 

Today, cheap air travel has reduced the pilgrimage, which 
once took weeks on foot, to a flight of a few hours. Yet a 
pilgrimage of its nature should involve a journey, and modern 
pilgrims are beginning to rediscover the pleasure of travell- 
ing slowly along the old pilgrim’s routes, such as the road 
to Compostela. There is also a renewed interest in the 
pilgrimage centres themselves among Christians of all 
denominations and a growing awareness that we are all 
pilgrims, and that a visit to a holy place associated with cen- 
turies of devotion can bring not only an interesting holiday 
but also great blessings. 


COMPOSTELA. The home of the tomb 
of St James. In the early days of Chris- 
tianity it was James’ task to spread the 
Gospel in the hispanic lands. But having 
converted only a handful, he returned to 
. Jerusalem where Herod ordered his mar- 
tyrdom and forbade the burial of his 
beheaded body. It was said that Christians 
stole his remains, hid them aboard and 
unmanned ship and an angel took them 
across the seas. He came to a halt near 
Iria Flavia, the capital of Roman Galicia 
at the exact spot of a former compostum 
or cemetery. This became Compostela. 
He remained undiscovered until a super- 
natural light appeared to a pious hermit 
in the first years of the ninth century. 

FATIMA. After the 1913-18 War 
many people found hope in the message 
of Fatima, and came to Cova da Iria in 
Portugal to pray for peace and the con- 
version of the world. The message was 
delivered in 1917, on the 13th day of six 
consecutive months, to three children on 
a bare hillside 80 miles north of Lisbon 
by a beautiful apparation who declared 
herself to be the Mother of God. Since 
then, millions have come to the shrine. 
Particularly large crowds gather on May 
13th, the anniversary of the first ap- 
pearance. 

IONA. In 563AD, St Columba brought 
Christianity from Ireland to Scotland and 
founded a monastery on Iona off the West 
coast. Fifty years ago a Church of 
Scotland Minister, Lord George 
MacLeod, now 93, started the Iona Com- 
munity. The early groups were mainly 
dockers from Glasgow and young men 
training for the ministry. Slowly they 
rebuilt the Abbey, and now associates and 
full members number in their thousands. 
This ecumenical community draws its 
members from many countries and 
backgrounds. Daily worship is maintain- 
ed throughout the year, and work and 
recreation is seen as an integral part of 
faith. It is committed to serving the poor 
and in many large cities runs Columban 
Houses for families and individuals in 
crisis. Full members make a commitment 
to prayer, to account for the use of their 
time, and they commit a percentage of 
their income to the community. If you are 
interested in finding out more or organis- 


Road to Compostela 


FOR three weeks last summer, 
my wife and three sons (aged 
15, 12 and 9) followed the 
Pilgrim route across northern 
Spain to the city of Santiago de 
Compostela, one of the three 
great centres of Christian 
Pilgrimage in the middle ages 
and the supposed burial place of 
St James the Apostle. So, with 
the estate car crammed with 
camping gear we sailed from 
Portsmouth to Cherbourg and on 
to our first campsite, near Mont 
St Michel. 

Heading south via Le Porge in 
the Landes region, we joined the 


medieval route at St Jean Pied 
du Port, a Basque town in the 
Pyrenean foothills. Crossing the 
mountains at Alto Ibaneta we 
explored the Augustinian Abbey 
at Roncesvalles, and then on 
through Pamplona. The pilgrims 
crossed the river by the 
medieval bridge at Puenta La 
Reina, where we were fortunate 
to see the local version of 
Pamplona’s Festival of St Fer- 
min, when the bulls chase young 
men through the streets. 

Travelling eastwards we 
visited Estella and the cathedral 
town of Santo Domingo de la 


Pilgrimage centres 


ing a parish pilgrimage, David Ireson, a 
member of the Iona Community living in 
the Diocese, has offered to run informa- 
tion evenings, with slides and discussion. 
Contact David on 0865 300850. 

LOURDES. In 1858 Our Lady is 
believed to have appeared to the Ber- 
nadette Soubirous at the Cave of 
Massabielle in the Pyrenees of southern 
France. During a total of 18 apparitions 
she passed on vital messages for 
mankind, including a call to prayer and 
penance, a request for a chapel to be 
built, and for people to come to the Grot- 
to of Lourdes in procession. Since then, 
Lourdes has become one of the most 
popular places of pilgrimage in the world, 
especially for those who are sick. Claims 
of healing are exhaustively investigated 
by the Roman Catholic Church, but much 
more important than the physical healings 
is the inner healing which a visit to 
Lourdes seems to bring. 

ASSISI. The little walled town in cen- 
tral Italy was the birthplace of St Francis 
(1182-1226), and has been a centre for 
pilgrimage since the 13th century. It was 
here that Francis, a young pleasure- 
loving soldier, gave up all he had to serve 
God in a life of utmost simplicity. His 
followers became known as the Penitents 
of Assisi, later the Franciscans. His life 
is portrayed in a magnificent series of 
frescoes by Giotto in the beautiful Church 
of St Francis. 

WALSINGHAM. In the middle ages, 
Walsingham was one of the best-known 
places in England and, with Jerusalem, 
Rome and Compostela, one of the four 
great shrines of Christendom. In 1 153 the 
Priory of Augustinian Canons was found- 
ed, to attend to the spiritual needs of the 
pilgrims. At the Dissolution of the 
Monasteries, Walsingham was destroyed 
and the shrine burnt. Its revival started 
in the 19th century, and has meant that 
Walsingham once more offers thousands 
of pilgrims hospitality each year. There 
are now two shrines: an Anglican one in 
the village, and a Roman Catholic one in 
the 14th century Slipper Chapel a mile 
away. There are excellent relations bet- 
ween the two, and some joint 
pilgrimages. 



On the St Birinus Pilgrimage to Dorchester. 

Parish pilgrimages 


ASSISI. Parishioners from St Luke's in 
Cowley are joining St Francis Church, 
Hollow Way, on their 8-day pilgrimage 
to Assisi. From May 4-11 pilgrims will 
“breathe in the atmosphere of the streets 
St Francis walked”, and will enjoy “am- 
ple time for prayer, study and reflec- 
tion”. The price is about £450 (including 
flight, coach and accommodation, but not 
the planned visit to Rome). If you or 
some members of y our parish would like 
to join the pilgrims contact Shirley 
Weatherby, 85 Temple Road, Cowley, 
Oxford OX4 2EX tel: 0865 778333. 

TAIZE. Young pilgrims, aged 16-30, 
from the Parish of SS Peter and Paul, 
Wantage are off on their annual, inter- 
national pilgrimage to Taize from July 27 
to August 5. The group of about 45 will 
travel by coach with an overnight stop in 
Paris on both the outward and return 
journey. The price is only £150 inclusive. 
If you would like to join contact Mrs 
Leah Wright, The Vicarage, The 
Cloisters, Wantage, Oxon OX12 8AW, 
tel: 02357 2214. 

IONA. Thinking ahead to 1992, you 
may like to join parishioners from Lower 
Windrush on their trip to the beautiful 
island of Iona. They plan a trip in May 
or June (the summer half term) and, 
depending upon the age range, may travel 
by rail or minibus. Plans are in the very 
early stages, so do contact the organiser, 
David Ireson, now on 0865 300850. 

WALSINGHAM. Walsingham is a 
popular choice for many parish groups. 
Travel is usually by coach, and hostel ac- 
commodation is simple but comfortable. 
All ages are encouraged. Prices are 
reasonable, with a weekend trip, all in- 
clusive, costing around £50. Extra 
pilgrims would be most welcome on the 
following parish trips: Cowley, St 
John's: September 20-22, Fr Martin 


Flatman 0865 242396; Cowley Team 
Ministry: September 23-27 (£100 for the 
week), Fr Keith Haydon 0865 779262; 
Reading, St Giles: July 26-28, F* Bruce 
Dutson, 0734 572831; Reading, Holy 
Trinity: June 8/9 (about £32), Fr Fred 
Bonham 0734 572650; Newbury, St 
John’s: July 13/14 and October 21-24, 
Fr George Bennett 0635 40387; Wan- 
tage, SS Peter & Paul: M. Bennett, 
0235 770104. 

The Oxford Leg of Student Cross 
leaves St Margaret’s Church, North Ox- 
ford on March 23 for a nine-day 
pilgrimage to Walsingham. Pilgrims, car- 
rying a large cross, walk through Islip 
and Merton to Bicester where they spend 
their first night. Then on to Stony Strat- 
ford, via Padbury and Beachampton. A 
welcome coach then carries them to Cam- 
bridge, where they walk through Suffolk 
and Norfolk arriving at Walsingham on 
Good Friday to celebrate Easter along 
with the other regional legs of Student 
Cross who have journeyed from other 
parts of the country. You don’t have to 
be a student to join — everyone is 
welcome, particularly young people liv- 
ing along the route. To find out more, 
contact Julie Jenner, 37 William Street, 
Marston, Oxford OX3 0ES. 

LOURDES. Pilgrims from All Saints, 
Reading are setting off on Tuesday 
August 20 for Lourdes where they will 
spend a week. The four-day homeward 
trip see them back home on Tuesday 
September 3. Places are about £550 sub- 
ject to availability. Contact Jean Chap- 
man 0734 479447. 

These are just a few of the pilgrimages 
we’ve heard about. There may be one 
planned from nearer home, so do check. 

More pilgrimages and travel 
information on page 14. 


SNIPPETS • SNIPPETS • SNIPPETS • SNIPPETS 


CHILDREN from the High 
Wycombe Church of England 
school are taking part in a 
BBC 2 schools series called 
Together Easter Special. The 
series, which has the theme of 
new life, will be broadcast at 
9.05am on March 13, 14, 20 
and 21. 

□ □□ 

ON the very day that Bishop 
George Kyaw Mya of Pa’ an in 
Burma arrived in England for 
much needed treatment, the 
target of £5,000 needed for his 
trip was reached writes the Revd 
F. G. Hullett. Mr Hullett is most 
grateful for the generosity of 
readers who responded to our 


appeal in The DOOR and says 
that well wishers and friends 
will be pleased to hear that 
Bishop George underwent a suc- 
cessful spinal operation at the 
Middlesex Hospital on 
December 13 followed by fur- 
ther treatment at St Luke’s 
Hospital for Clergy. He can be 
contacted c/o Mr Hullett at 2 
Ryland Road, Welton, Lincoln 
LN2 3LU. 

Mr Vernon Chesworth has 
also written to us to say that an 
appeal for a generator for St 
Philip’s Theological College, 
Kongwa, Tanzania (The 
DOOR, Dec 1990), has raised 
£11,000. The generator and a 
supply of low wattage lamps 


have now been ordered and in- 
terest free loans have been of- 
fered to cover the balance until 
the final figure is reached. 

□ □□ 

“HOW easy it is in today’s 
world to keep our lives in dif- 
ferent compartments. We have 
our work, our families, our 
leisure and for some of us our 
church activity. It’s not surpris- 
ing then that our church commit- 
ment can be seen as leisure 
activity that doesn’t impinge on 
the rest of our lives,’’ writes the 
Bishop of Oxford in his 
foreward to Monday Matters 
(National Society /ChUrch House 
Publishing, £1.25), a new study 


guide for housegroups. 

The guide, by the Revd Keith 
Lamdin, Head of Parish 
Resources in the Diocese of Ox- 
ford, sets out to break down the 
barriers between the compart- 
ments and make links between 
faith and everyday life. It is the 
result of a good deal of tried and 
tested experience in the Diocese 
and gives detailed information 
on how to plan the course and 
each of the six sessions. There 
is also an apprendix of suitable 
prayers. 

Copies of Monday Matters are 
available from Diocesan Church 
House for £1.50 including 
postage. 


Calzada. Two caged birds in the 
Cathedral — a white cock and 
white hen — commemorate a 
miracle involving a pilgrim 
hanged by the local governor. 
We camped at Castrojeriz, a 
medieval village dominated by 
a ruined castle, then on to 
Boadilla del Camino with its 
15th century Church of Santa 
Maria. 

The Church of San Martin at 
Fromista is one of the finest 
Romanesque churches on the 
route. Our next major stop was 
the Cathedral City of Leon, 
where we were disappointed to 
find the Cathedral and the Col- 
legiate Church of San Isadora, 
with its famous wall paintings 
and treasures, closed on a Sun- 
day afternoon! 

The Cantabrian mountains 
sheltered more medieval villages 
than we could count. At 
Cebreiro, with its beautiful 9th 
century parish church of Santa 
Maria la Real, one of the 
primitive circular buildings with 
pointed thatched roofs is still us- 
ed as a hostel for pilgrims. We 
finally arrived at our goal, San- 
tiago de Compostela, via the 
Monastery of Samos, an impor- 
tant cultural centre in the mid- 
dle ages. We camped at Rianxo, 
a fishing village on the western 
Atlantic coast of Galicia. 

The west facade of the 
Cathedral at Santiago is baro- 
que, and the interior Romanes- 
que. Entry is through the Portico 
de la Gloria, a 12th century 
masterpiece, with the tympanum 
showing Christ in glory sur- 
rounded by the four evangelists, 
24 elders of the Apocalypse and 
angels. The central supporting 
column is a figure of St James. 
The high altar is bathed in light, 
with a statue of St James seated 
above it. Immediately below it 
is the crypt chapel with the silver 
shrine containing the saint’s 
remains. 

Santiago itself is an ancient 
university city, with a pedestrian 
centre and narrow streets. The 
surrounding countryside and 
coastline is beautiful and uncom- 
mercialised. A road sign forbids 
you to take your donkey on the 
motorway! 

Why did we undertake the 
‘Pilgrimage’? Because we had 
seen carvings of St James, 





recognisable by his cockleshell, 
pilgrim’s staff and gourd, and 
were intrigued by the legends; 
because we prefer holidays 
‘away from the madding 
crowd’; because it gave us a 
goal and theme to our holiday. 

What did we gain from it? By 
sharing the planning with the 
boys before we left, seeing signs 
indicating the ‘Camino de San- 
tiago’ and seeing other 
‘pilgrims’ (some, unlike us, on 
foot),, we all felt a sense of ex- 
pectancy and achievement as the 
city finally came into sight. As 
with all places hallowed by cen- 
turies of prayer, the great 
Cathedral of Santiago has an ‘at- 
mosphere’, but somehow we all 
sensed something rather extra 
special, the ‘not another 
church!’ was replaced by wan- 
ting to stay longer, and even to 
go again. 

David Haylett 

David Haylett is The Diocesan 
Stewardship Adviser. 


PILGRIMAGES TO 
LOURDES 

20-24 May 

Led by Revd. A. Borthwick, Chaplain, Tooting Bee Hospital. 
Tel: 081-672 9933 Ext. 2168 

7-10 June 

Led by Revd. J. Swaine CMP, Vicar, Holy Trinity, 
Leytonstone 
Tel: 081-539 7760 

24-28 June 

Led by Revd. D. Humphrey, Vicar Christ the King, 

South Patcham 
Tel: 0273 502 385 

26 July-2 August 
Led by The Bishop Brix worth, 

Organized by Revd. M. Broad, Rector, Parish of the 
Epiphany, Corby 
Tel: 0536 203 314 

23-30 August 

Led by Revd. J. Caldicott, P. Priest, Christ Church, Forest 
Hill 

Tel: 081-699 2576 

7-11 October 

Led by Revd. C. Coppen, Vicar, St. Alphege’s, Edmonton 
Tel: 081-804 2255 

For details contact the Pilgrimage leader or:- 
St. Peters Pilgrims, 

87a Rushey Green, 

Catford, SE6 4BC. 

Tel: 081-698 3788 
ATOL No. 1536. 
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Let us take the 
headache out of 
your wedding 

We will take care of the preparations from hiring the 
Caterers to booking the photographer adhering strictly 
to your budget. 

Call: 

WEDDING PRESENTATIONS 
now on: SWINDON (0793) 881812 


CINDERELLA CARRIAGES 



Out of this world service 
at down to earth prices. 

All wedding bookings before April , £ 75.00 . 

Tel: (0295) 270241 or 259454 



7&L‘EI‘DOSCOT t L 

MAIL ORDER PATTERNS 

“ Create your dream gown 


99 


You will be spoiled for choice from the extensive range of patterns. All catalogues are 
hand illustrated and contain details of the designer service, prices, information and helpful 
advice. Enjoy selecting or designing outfits for all your bridal party — brides, bridesmaids 
and pageboys with help from our BRIDAL CATALOGUE priced @ £6.50. CATALOGUES 
FOR ADULT or CHILDREN’S designs available separately @ £3.50. SPECIAL 
OCCASIONS can also be accommodated for; ie formal day wear, evening wear, registry 
office bride, christening or other such important events. 

Send cheque or PO to KALEIDOSCOPE, 17 Drayton Crescent, Blackbrook, St Helens, 
Merseyside, WA11 9HL or tel: 0744 36760 for further information on any services 
available. 

PROMPT SERVICE 


YOUR WEDDING ORGANISED WITH ONE PHONE CALL 

Weddings (and parties) expertly organised. From finding 
reception venue to recommending suppliers. Full personal 
professional service from public relations lady now 
running her own business. 

For a FREE , no obligation , consultation, phone Dina on: 

(0494) 715828 
Unicorn Event Management Limited 



LUXURY 
WEDDING 
HIRE 

LE MANS BLUE ROLLS ROYCE 
Cars available for weddings and other functions 
Competitive rates 

443 Banbury Road, Oxford. 

Tel: OXFORD 52073 



Major pilgrimages 


(Continued from previous 

THE PILGRIMS OF ST FRANCIS, an 
international ecumenical movement, 
holds pilgrimages each year in the UK 
and overseas. All denominations 
welcome. The National Pilgrimage in 
the dramatic Welsh border country runs 
from Saturday May 25 to June 1, and 
costs £40 (concessions available), not in- 
cluding travel. Meet at Ludlow, journey 
to Hay on Wye. The International 
Pilgrimage from Bad Neustadt (former 
E/W border) to Bischofsheim, Germany 
is from Wednesday July 24 to Friday 
August 2. The £62 price (concessions 
available), which may vary with changes 
in the exchange rate, does not include 
travel. For details contact Mrs Pam 
Foster, 49 Haughton Road, Shifnal, 
Shropshire TF11 8DF. Tel: 0952 
460694. 

WALSINGHAM. National 

Pilgrimage Day is Bank Holiday Monday 
May 27. A splendid day, with groups 
converging from all over the country. 
Many parishes run coach trips which 
make an early start! For Oxford contact, 
Revd Martin Flatman at St John’s 
Cowley, 0865 242396, and for Reading, 
Fred Bonham at Holy Trinity 0734 
572650, or Philip Jones at All Saints 0734 
572000. 

GLASTONBURY. Saturday June 29. 
Arrive mid-morning for Eucharist and 
procession. 3.30pm Evensong. Take a 
picnic. Many parishes organise day trips 
by coach. Check at your church. For 
more information about the day, write to 
Mr John Hext, St John Parish Office, 
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High Street, Glastonbury BA6 9DR. A 
coach is going from All Saints. Reading, 
phone Philip Jones 0734 572000, for a 
seat. 

DORCHESTER-ON-THAMES. Our 
own Oxford Diocesan Pilgrimage, the 
15th Ecumenical St Birinus Pilgrimage, 
is on Sunday July 7. Led by the Bishop 
of Oxford, it begins from Chum Knob at 
1.30pm. Pfere Drion, Parish Priest and 
Chaplain of Jouarre Abbey near Paris 
(the burial place of Agilbert, second 
Bishop of Dorchester in 690), will preach 
at the 7ptn service in Dorchester Abbey. 
For further information send SAE to 
Pilgrimage Office, 4 Samian Way, Dor- 
chester on Thames, Wallingford 0X10 
8JS. 

The 1991 Anglican/Orthodox 
Pilgrimage to Iona is from 6-13 
September with a theme of God in 
Nature. All welcome. Contact Fr Colum- 
ba Graham Flegg, 30 West Drive, 
Highfields, Caldecote, Cambridge CB3 
7NY. 

St Paul’s Journeys in Greece is the 
first Still Small Voice holi- 
day/pilgrimage in the Oxford Diocesan 
Institute’s Chiltem Christian Training 
Programme. Date: April 26-May 7. Cost: 
£685. Leaders: the Revds John Hudson 
and Philip Roderick. Agent: Inter-Church 
Travel. Details: The Director, Chiltem 
Christian Training Programme, Room 
12, Bucks College of Higher Education. 
Spring Lane, Flackwell Heath, Bucks 
HP10 9HE. 


How to get there 


The Across Trust organises pilgrimages 
between April and November for han- 
dicapped people to the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Lourdes at the foot of the 
Pyrenees. Pilgrims can travel in- 
dependently or join a group travelling by 
‘jumbulance’ a purpose-built vehicle 
designed for long-distances. Once there 
ACROSS has its own adapted accom- 
modation and a rest home for the very 
sick. Pilgrims are cared for by English- 
speaking volunteers, including doctors, 
nurses and chaplains. For details and 
price list contact The Across Trust, 
Bridge house, 70-72 Bridge Road, East 
Molesey, Surrey Kt8 9HF, tel: 081-783 
1355. 

SPES Travel will take you to Lourdes, 
Knock, Fatima, Rome, Assisi, Com- 
postela and other centres by air or coach. 
Write to SPES Travel Ltd, 18 Churton 
Street, London SW1, tel: 071 821 5144. 

St Peters Pilgrims journey to Fatima, 
Rome, the Holy Land, Lourdes and Med- 
jugoije. Details from St Peter’s Pilgrims, 
87a Rushey Green, Catford, London SE6 
4BC, tel: 081 698 3788. 

If you are thinking of organising a 
parish pilgrimage, St Peter’s Pilgrims 


will advise on preparation, arrangements, 
bookings and funding. Plus, if you book 
through them they offer one free place in 
twenty. Contact them at the address 
above. 

Unit Tours will take you to Medjugor- 
je to stay with a local family. Contact Uni 
Tours, 984a Garratt Lane, London SW17 
0ND, tel: 081 767 8016. 

Mancunia Travel Ltd go to all the 
main centres plus a few of the lesser 
known ones and a trip to the Holy Land. 
Write for a brochure to Mancunia Travel, 
Peter House, 2-14 Oxford Street, Man- 
chester Ml 5 AW, tel: 061 228 2842. 

Christian Heritage Holiday Tours 
will take you to sites of special Christian 
significance in the north-east of England 
including Holy Island, St Paul’s Church 
at Jarrow and Durham Cathedral. Con- 
tact Keith Hunter, College of St Hild & 
St Bede, Durham DH1 1SZ, tel 091 374 
3064. 

The Centre for Peace arranges 
pilgrimages to a number of centres and 
supplies Christian guides to accompany 
groups. Write to the Centre for Peace, 
Cardinal Heanon Centre, 326 High Road, 
Ilford, Essex IG1 1QP, tel: 081 478 
3068. 


Prayer on the move 


THERE will be an unusual 
pilgrimage in the beautiful 
grounds of Wellington College, 
Berkshire on Sunday, April 28. 
Called ‘Pilgrims’, walkers will 
not only be able to choose their 
length of walk from half a mile 
to four miles, but will also be ac- 
companied on it by a guide who 
will introduce them to eight 
‘chapters’ or ‘themes’ along the 
way. 

The aim is to explore more 
deeply different forms of prayer. 
There wiill also be plenty of 
time for sharing and laughter, as 
well as personal prayer and 
meditation. The guided walks 
will start at 2pm followed by a 
picnic at 5pm and a celebration 


with the Stripes Theatre Com- 
pany at 6pm. 

During 1990, 30 similar 
walks were organised 
throughout Britain. They 
developed after the Revd Rob 
Frost found that his devotional 
life was greatly uplifted when he 
stepped out of his car and walk- 
ed in the countryside. The 
‘Chapters’ are fully explained in 
his book Pilgrims. 

Children will be welcome. 
There is a £l-per-head charge 
(children 50p) to cover ex- 
penses, and booking forms are 
available from the Pilgrim Walk 
Co-ordinator. Nina Preston on 
0734 784629. 

See also, page 13. 



There is an alternative to 
wedding litter 

Dreambirds 

Anti Litter Confetti 


Biodegradable 
Feeds Wild Birds 


A PRODUCT DEVELOPED WITH YOUR PROBLEMS IN MIND 
Dreambirds Ltd, “Crossing Gates”, Oaston Road, Nuneaton 


CLASSIC 

DESIGNER 

DRESSES 

★ Exclusively 
designed and 
made to measure 
for that special 
occasion 

ir Regatta, Ascot 
Day, Evening 
Ball and Bridal 
Gowns 

★ Also offering 
original sequined 
and beaded 
embroidery 
designs 

★ Full range of 
colours 'and 
fabrics 

★ All at 
below market 
prices 

Free personal 
and expert 
advice 

PHONE NINA 

0734-352335 


Obituary 


Canon Derek Eastman 


THE Revd Canon Derek 
Eastman, a former Arch- 
deacon of Buckingham, died 
suddenly on January 7 in 
Beauminister, Dorset. Canon 
Wilfred Browning, the former 
Diocesan Director of Or- 
dinands, writes: 

Derek Eastman and I arrived as 
undergraduates at Christ 
Church, Oxford, on the same 
day but I did not know him well 
then: Derek had a circle of 
friends who had been together 
at Winchester College, and also 
we attended different lectures. 
So far as I know, he was not at 
that time considering the 
possibility of ordination; certain- 
ly he did not attend the or- 
dinands’ breakfasts (along with 
Gordon Dainty, Professor of 
Theology at Birmingham, who 
died on the December 13, 
Alfred Harrison, Gerry Hollies, 
and others) that were regularly 
listed by Robert Mortimer, the 
college chaplain. 

Early in the war, Derek was 
commissioned into the Col- 
dstream Guards (and was 
awarded the M.C. in 1945), but 
I completely lost touch with him 
until I was surprised and 
delighted to find him a student 
at Cuddesdon in 1946. During 
his curacy in Yorkshire, Derek 
married Judith, daughter of 


Canon Miller, Vicar of St Giles’ 
Reading, and in 1951 they mov- 
ed to Caversham, where Derek 
became priest-in-charge of St 
Andrew’s (retaining a Yorkshire 
connection by* living in Har- 
rogate Road!) Then followed 
two wonderful incumbencies, 
first of Headington in Oxford, 
where the now famous Fish 
Scheme was launched, and Ban- 
bury. New life, new ideas, lots 
of prayer, and enormous loyal- 
ty and affection from a succes- 
sion of well-trained curates, 
marked these times. 

Derek moved to Bucks as 
Archdeacon in 1970, to join his 
Winchester friend Bishop 
Christopher Pepys, until his 
final post as Canon of Windsor 
(1977-85) — which he must 
have accepted with mixed feel- 
ings, since the canonry was va- 
cant by reason of the premature 
death of his close and life-long 
friend Martin Kaye. But before 
long he was showing guests 
from St George’s House round 
the chapel with such knowledge 
and enthusiasm that no one 
could doubt the wisdom of the 
appointment. 

After so many years in the 
Diocese of Oxfprd, Derek and 
Judith were greatly missed when 
they retired to Dorset. 


(Letters continued from page 9) 


Richard’s letter under the 
heading: ‘The Gulf — our 
response’. 

For I am sure that I am not 
alone in finding my response 
more in line with that of John 
than that of the Bishop. I was fur 
ther dismayed to read from the 
front page of the Church Times 
on January 25 that it seems that 
some of the Bishops of the 
Church of England can justify 
the war in the Gulf, whereas 
those from other parts of the 
world see it as a breakdown of 
Faith and a blatant disregard for 
the principles for which we 
stand. 

As the conflict drags on and 
the full horrors of a war situa- 
tion unfold, let us get down on 
our knees and confess our 
failure before our heavenly 
father. Let the sound of the 
voices of those who see this war 
as totally wrong be heard from 
within the Church, and let 
prayer be made that God will 
forgive and turn our hearts from 
thoughts to justify our actions, 
into thoughts that long for peace 
which he alone can bring. 

(The Revd) Peter W. Poole , 
Chalfont St Giles , Bucks . 

A real need 

WE are told than the Oxford 
Diocese has raised the amount 
of money that was assigned as 
our share of the Church Urban 
Fund. We have not been told, as 


far as I know, how that money 
is being spent in Sunderland, our 
‘twin’. When are we going to 
know? 

I am told by a friend who 
knows a ‘down’ twin parish in 
Sunderland that the greatest 
enemy is unemployment and the 
greatest need is for centres 
where men can go off the 
streets. Do we know whether 
our money is being spent on 
such a real need. 

(Mrs) J. H. Benson , 
Wantage , Oxon. 

There will be future articles in 
The DOOR about our Sunder- 
land link. But may we refer Mrs 
Benson to the March 1990 edi- 
tion (page nine) which reported 
on the St Mark's Community 
Project. This is supported by the 
C.U.F. 

Talking Door 

AFTER reading your sugges- 
tions for promoting The DOOR 
in the last issue I visited a 
parishioner who is blind. Would 
it be practicable to produce the 
features of The DOOR on tape 
for such people? 

(The Revd) Oliver Simon 

Easthampstead y Bracknell. 
We think this is a marvellous 
idea which we would like to ex- 
plore. If you would be interested 
in receiving a regular selection 
of DOOR features in cassette 
form please let us know so that 
we can assess the demand. 


Josephine’s Dress 

Designer Ballgowns and Cocktail dresses at 
affordable prices. 

Individual designs ranging from size 8-20. 
Open by appointment, 7 days a week for your 
convenience. 

Please ring for an appointment 
Tel: (0908) 542436 

Bozenham Mill Farm, Ashton, Nr. Roade, 
Northants NN7 2JW 



ROLLS ROYCE 


For 

WEDDINGS 

TEL: CROWTHORNE (0344) 775928 
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THE churches have reacted with 
prayer to events in the Gulf — 
our attentions focused initially 
on January 15 as the United Na- 
tions deadline ticked away. On 
that Tuesday, in the Hunger- 
ford and Lambourn area, 
church buildings were open all 
day for prayer. The Revd Bill 
Stewart, Vicar of Lambourn, 
celebrated the Eucharist that 
evening at the Church of St 
Michael and All Angels (his 
Roman Catholic colleague, 
Father Terence Healy, had said 
Mass for Peace the evening 
before). Prayers were also said 
at the churches in Eastbury and 
East Garston. 

These, of course, are only in- 
stances of what was happening 
throughout the Diocense and, in- 
deed, throughout the country. 
Prayer in general is developed 
in our Diocese in many and dif- 
ferent ways. At Trinity Church, 
Lower Earley it was decided in 
November to set up a prayer 
chain — people contact each 
other by telephone. In the event, 
so many many people wanted to 
take part that there are now three 
prayer chains in the parish. 

Pancakes 

While these are in many ways 
grim times of war and of reces- 
sion, there is nevertheless much 
to laugh about among the jot- 
tings and snippets of information 
which go to make up this col- 
umn. As behoves Shrove Tues- 
day, pancakes are much to the 
fore. The mind boggles at the 
thought of the great ‘Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake Party’ at St 
Giles’ Vicarage, Reading. 
(“Preceded by Mass, please 
bring a bottle of liquid refresh- 
ment.’’) And, of course, ‘The 
Original and World Renowned 
Olney Pancake Race’ has now 
been run, intermittently I im- 
agine, for five centuries! The 
story goes that in 1445, long 
before John Newton and 
William Cowper put the place 
on the hymnological map, an 
Olney housewife was busily 
making pancakes when she 
realised she was late for the 
Shriving Service — and conse- 
quently turned up at the parish 
church complete with apron, 
headscarf and frying pan. Even 
today, the contestants wear 
aprons and headscarves. The 
race is restricted to the ladies of 
Olney — which is just as well 
since the winner receives, 
among other things, a kiss from 
the verger! 

Graceful? 

One of the occupational hazards 
of clerical life is brought to our 
attention this month with the 
publication of Graces Old and 


Pancakes in the snow 



It’s a brave soul who ventures out to toss a 
pancake in a blizzard. But that’s what Bar- 
bara Bolder, Elaine Bowman, Roger Harwood 
and Maggie Norman (left to right) did on 
Shrove Tuesday. All four work at Diocesan 
Church House and were joining in a Shrove 
Tuesday pancake lunch to raise money for the 
new Church of Christ the Cornerstone, in 
Milton Keynes. The lunch was the idea of 


Sylvia Wilson (busy in the kitchen) who 
organised the making and tossing of more than 
one hundred pancakes, and so raised £81.35 
to buy 16 bricks for the new church. Anyone 
can buy a brick for Britain’s first ecumenical 
city church: It costs £5 and your name goes 
into a permanent record book. Details from 
the Appeal Office, Saxon Court, 502 Avebury 
Blvd, Central Milton Keynes MK9 3HS. 


New from Oxford, collected by 
the Canon Norwyn Macdonald 
Ramm. who among us have not 
felt a chill pass through the 
bones as the unexpected and 
stentorian voice from 
somewhere in the hall suddenly 
booms: ‘Will all be upstanding 
for the Reverend to say grace’? 
Now, at least, there is an an- 
tidote: 

God made the trees and 

mountains, 

He made the seas and lakes. 
Of course he made mosquitoes, 
But everyone makes mistakes. 

Amen. 

if you want something more 
colloquial, how about: “Ta, 
heavenly Pa!’’ Buy this book — 
you know it makes sense, it’s 
available at Blackwell’s 
Bookshop, the Randolph Hotel 
and Christ Church Cathedral 
Bookshop (£4.95) or direct from 
Canon Ramm (plus 75p p and p) 
at: Fairlawn, Church Lane, 
Harwell, Abingdon, 0X11 
OEZ. And it is also a serious col- 
lection of graces from the Ox- 
ford colleges and elsewhere. 

Pregnant 

pauses 

Attention is also focused on 
another occupational hazard at 
this time, the Junior Church of 
St Mary, Shipton-under- 
Wychwood has been building 


up steadily in recent years due 
to the commitment of several 
mothers who have shared the 
leadership. Unfortunately, 
however, progress is seriously 
hampered as one or other of 
these ladies inconsiderately 
takes time off to have another 
baby. As the Revd Graham 
Canning comments: “There’s 
enough political upheavel going 
on in the world around us, 
without adding to it in this way 
and putting more stress upon the 
organisation of Junior Church’’. 
I can’t quote it all, but Jane 
Adams (unrepentant) burst in- 
to verse: 

Please note it was leave of 
absence 

And not resignation or flight, 
That prompted my own ap- 
plication 

Of which you appear to make 

light. 

Guides 

Some publications, of course, 
are meant to be simply useful — 
like the Royal School of Church 
Music’s Singing in Cathedrals, 
1991, which gives you a list of 
the sung services at cathedrals 
and collegiate churches 
throughout Britain (obtainable 
for the price of the postage from 
R.S.C.M., Addington Palace, 
Croydon CR9 5 AD). It’s cer- 
tainly a valuable adjunct to your 
AA Book and your copy of 
whichever Good Food Guide 


you favour. One thing about it 
irritates me, however. Times are 
given with no punctuation bet- 
ween hours and minutes, so 
what do you make, for example, 
of: 1662 SE on major weekday 
feasts 1930 (replacing E). (It 
means a 1662 Sung Eucharist at 
7.30 p.m. replacing a said 
Eucharist). Once you have 
fathomed it, however, you will 
undoubtedly find it invaluable. 

And we should also be on the 
lookout for other kinds of 
guides. The Church of St Mary 
the Virgin, Iffley, is one of the 
finest Norman buildings in the 
land. But what do children make 
of it? Georgina Alderson (aged 
12) and Imogen Spencer- 
Chapman (aged 1 1) have decid- 
ed to write a guide to the church 
for their own age group. It 
sounds a brilliant idea. 


On camera 

Some people, of course, have all 
the luck. Twelve members of 
the Hambleden and Frieth 
choirs were asked recently to 
sing as part of a mock-up Mid- 
night Mass for the filming of 
London Weekend’s ‘The Theft 
of the Royal Ruby’, an episode 
in the Poirot series currently be- 
ing shown on Sunday evenings. 
The thought of it makes the little 
grey cells leap about! 

Edited by Richard Hughes , 


A new churchwarden's 
diary: more extracts 


Thursday 6 September 

The day of the induction of our 
new vicar. All the arrangements 
seemed to have gone smoothly, 
and there were not any last- 
minute hitches. As church- 
wardens one of our main con- 
cerns on the night was that our 
new vicar when he rang the bell 
pulled the right rope! Pulling 
another bell rope could have 
disloged several years of pigeon 
droppings, while another bell 
rope, if pulled too vigorously, 
would have brought the bell and 
its mountings crashing through 
the roof! 

Friday 28 September 

A miracle! At long last I think 
1 understand faculties enough to 
be able to explain the process to 
anyone who asks. 

Monday 29 October 

Our church had recently ap- 
plied for a faculty for some stag- 
ing between the chancel and the 
nave. This had seemed a very 
practical solution to a number of 
architectural problems in our 
church, principally that most of 
the pillars seem to be in the 
wrong place! The DAC had 


we had to vote on the proposal 
about the ordination of women. 
At PCC meetings we usually sit 
in a rough circle with the chur- 
chwardens sitting next to our 
curate and our vicar so that we 
can all see each other. Before 
we came to the vote it was in- 
teresting to see some members 
who had previously expressed 
fairly strong views either for or 
against, speaking in a way 
which suggested that they had 
still to make up their minds! 

1 thought I knew or could 
guess the way in which most 
members would vote and my 
overall prediction on the number 
of votes in favour or against was 
almost correct with a small 
majority in favour of the ordina- 
tion of women. 

Sunday 9 December 

Blizzards and heavy snow 
caused a power cut which meant 
that our church had no lighting 
and no heating. At our 11am 
services our vicar has been 
leading a series of sermons on 
inner healing. My wife sug- 
gested today that the sermon 
should be on inner heating! 



Illustration, Graham Jeffrey (1989) is reproduced from The Chur- 
chwarden's Year (Church House Publishing, 1989, £1.50) by permis- 
sion of the Central Board of Finance of the Church of England. 

refused our application, but we 
had persuaded some of the DAC 
to come and discuss our pro- 
posals on site. 

They came this afternoon, and 
although we were slightly ap- 
prehensive about their visit it 
turned out to be useful. The 
Archdeacon shepherded his 
flock of DAC members into our 
church and they included the 
chairman of the DAC, an ar- 
chitect, a clergyman, and I think 
a botanist. A great variety of in- 
terests and they provided us with 
some very helpful ideas. After- 
wards our architect gave us an 
idea of the costs of our revised 
proposals! I must ask our vicar 
to do a major series of sermons 
on titheing. 


Tuesday 6 November 

At our PCC meeting tonight 
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NORWICH ORGAN 
395 Sprowston Road, 
Norwich NR3 4HG 

MANUFACTURERS 

Telephone: 

Norwich (0603) 404459 


SPECIALIST MANUFACTURERS OF 
HIGH QUALITY PIPELESS ORGANS 
FOR CHURCHES 

Following the success of our Walsingham 902 digital 
technology organ we have developed a three manual 
version, the Walsingham 903. Here again we have a 
drawstop console with in-built sound system and a total 
of 38 speaking stops, 6 couplers and 2 tremulants. The 
individual stops and choruses are of excellent tonal 
quality throughout. Many options are available thus 
allowing a very large degree of customer choice at a 
very modest cost. 

BASIC INSTUMENT £7,275 
INCLUDING VAT, 
DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION. 

Full details on request. 

Our brochure gives details of many other 
instruments from around £2,800 upwards. 
ENTIRELY BRITISH 
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Enjoy this beautiful centre in the heart of Lake District 

RYDAL HALL 
RETREAT & HOLIDAY 
PROGRAMME 1991 

Carlisle Diocesan Conference and Retreat Centre, Rydal Hall, Ambleside LA22 9LX. 

Tel: 05394 32050 

Apply to the Warden. Rydal Hall Community. 

All prices are at the adult rate. Children's tariff available on request. 

March 28-April 2 Holy Week & Easter Houseparty — Ceremonies according to: Services 
and Prayers (The Red Book') Cost £111 ( VAT exempt) 

June 17-24 Painting & Prayer Retreat organised by P & P Movement Cost: c£191 

(VAT exempt) 

24-28 Share Community Working Party Cost: £87.40 

July 22-27 Family Holiday Break (for individuals & families) Cost: £124 

August 3-10 Family Holiday Week (for individuals & families) Cost: £173 

Please telephone to enquire about further specialist holiday weeks 

Private Retreatants and Quiet Days welcome. Small cell available in the grounds. 

Absorb the peace and beauty of this magnificent corner of England. 
Full-Board accommodation for up to 56 guests: Self-catering Youth 
Centre (36 bunks): Campsite for youth organisations: 

A 30-acre Estate provides opportunities for walking, swimming, 
painting, ornithology, games, gardening, meditation and prayer in a 
Christian environment. 


Christian 

housing 

HAVING read through The 
Other Oxford Story, the Hous- 
ing Aid Centre’s booklet on 
homelessness, the difficulties 
for single young people in fin- 
ding accommodation are 
revealed as scandalous and 
unacceptable. 

The Oxford Christian Hous- 
ing Trust is anxious to recruit 
those who feel that the present 
situation is intolerable, and 
who are prepared to take some 
action to alleviate the current 
hardship. Legal skills are 
especially required at this 
stage. 

This is a new venture, but if 
you feel called to become in- 
volved in any capacity, please 
write to Theresa Gray, 16 
Stansfield Close, Headington, 
Oxford OX3 8TH. 


OLD ALRESFORD PLACE 

RETREATS 

MAY 24-27 

BEGINNERS’ RETREAT - Looking at 
prayer and the use of silence. 

JUNE 14-16 

PRAYER AND THE CLOWN - St. Hilda 
Mary CSC 

AUG 2-11 

8-day Individually Guided Retreat with Sr. 
Winifred Morley. Rev. John Arrowsmith and 
David Rogers ALW. 

AUG 23-SEP 1 

8-day 1GR: with Sr. Winifred Morley & Rev. 
John Catlin. 

AUG 2-SEP 2 

A 30-day IGR: with Sr. Winifred Morley. 
AUG 12-16 

Prayer and Pilgrimage — Rev. M. Campling. 
AUG 19-22 

Praying with the Saints — Rev. M. Campling. 
SEP 23-27 

OPEN RETREAT - Canon Murray Millard. 
OCT 21-25 

CLERGY RETREAT - Canon Richard 
Eckersley. 

NOV 15-17 

‘Towards Wholeness’ — Wands and the Ven. 
Trevor Nash. 

MAR 28-APR 1 

•EASTER CELEBRATION’ - Ask for 
brochure Joining us for part of the time will 
be the Rt. Rev. Michael Manktelow, Bishop 
of Basingstoke. 

MAY 17-19 

SECOND HALF OF LIFE - Personal and 
Spiritual Exploration. A mid-life directions 
workshop for men and women 35-65 + years. 
Applications and booking forms: Dept OX, The 
Warden, Old Alresford Place. Alresford. 
Hampshire S024 9DH. Tel: (0962) 732518. 
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ISLE OF WIGHT 

i In pleasant country surroundings 
with sea views, large garden ana 
games room We welcome families, 
individuals and senior citizens. 
Come and enjoy fellowship m a 
relaxed Christian atmosphere. 
Reduced rates "or children and 
senior citizens. Soring and Autumn 1 
mim-break specials Ferry crossings' 
can be arranged 
Alan & Sylvia Dibdin, 

Salem Christian Guest House, 

St Lawrence. Ventnor, IOW 
P038 1XN. Tel: 0983 854485 


LAKE DISTRICT 

SELF CATERING 
YOUTH AND 
CONFERENCE 
CENTRE 

Situated in village of Braithwaite, 
within the National Park Area. 3 
miles from Keswick. The Centre 
has accommodation for 26 persons. 
Dates still available for your 1991 
Break. Full Details from: 

The Warden (DR) Carlton House 6 
Southey Street, Keswick Cumbria 
CA12 4EF 
Tel: (07687) 74314 


p.C) BLACKPOOL 
uu 1 HOLIDAY AND 
CONFERENCE CENTRE 


Good fun, food, fellowship and 
Bible based ministry for all ages. 
Quietly situated nr Bispham over- 
looking sea and autumn 
illuminations. 

Lift to all floors, seasonal central 
heating, games hall, sun lounge, 
bedroom drinks and much more. 
Unlicensed, non-smoking. 
Write or ring: Quoting Ref DR 

Allan & Maureen Raistrick, High 
Point, 82 Queens Promenade, 
Blackpool FY2 9RQ 0253 52992 


HEALEY 

MILL 

Christian holiday centre 
in the Yorkshire Dales 

Former mill complex near Masham, 
tastefully converted into self- 
catering hgliday accommodation. 
Facilities for groups of up to 25, 
games room, TV, laundry. 

Send s.a.e. for brochure to: 

Jean Dawson, The Barn, Healey, 
Masham, Ripon, North Yorks. Tel: 
0765 89774. 


-Highlands ~J ERSE Y 


“lor the best in Christian hospitality 

TOW! 




★ Daily Guest Speaker Ministry ★ Families welcomed 

★ En-suite facilities all bedrooms * Season MAY-OCTOBER 

★ Heated outdoor swimming pool * ^ u,| y inclusive travel arranged 

HIGHLANDS HOTEL- Corbiere-St.Brelade- 
Jersey JE3 8HN Channel Islands . Tel (0534)44288 


Time To 
Contemplate ... 

How about your group 
getting away together? 
Rockmount, Port Isaac, 
Cornwall offer relaxed 
surroundings for spiritual 
refreshment. 

SAE for details to: 

Mr & Mrs G Benger, 
Rockmount, 

12 The Terrace, 

Port Isaac, 

N Cornwall 





Do YOU Have A FAMILY? 

Looking For An ACTIVITY HOLIDAY? 

YOU And Your KIDS Will LOVE What We Have To 
Offer! 

Be as active (or as relaxed!) as you like, instructed activities 
included in our package include: Canoeing, Hillwalking, Sea 
Fishing, Gorge Walking, Cruising, Rock Scrambling, Moun- 
tin Biking, and so much more! — Like evening fellowships, 
singalong, barbecue. 

7 days full board and 4 days instructed activity, only 
£115 + VAT Adults £99 + VAT Children under 10. 

Phone or write for full colour brochure to: 

Peter W. Jones, Arran Outdoor Centre, Shiskine 
Isle of Arran, Scotland KA27 8EW. 

Phone: 0770 86 333 
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DERBYSHIRE 

GLENCORCY CENTRE 

Offers self catering accommodation 
for up to 30 people. 

Situated in a small town surrounded 
by lovely countryside. There are many 
places of interest within easy reach. 
It is ideal for church groups. 

For further details contact 
Alison Clamp 
Wirksworth URC 
Colwell St, Wirksworth 
Derbyshire 

Telephone 0629 82423 


\ 
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Centre vour next holiday around 
The Canaan Hotel, between 
Newquay and Padstow, 
overlooking sandy Mawgan 
Porth Bay, with its cliffs, caves 
and waterfall. Excellent home 
cooking, teamakers in all rooms. 
Some rooms en-suite. most on 
the ground floor. 

Brochure: 0637 -860324. Alan 
and Sandra Irving. Canaan 
Hotel. Trvnnncc. Maugan Porth. 
Cornwall TR8 4 DA 





Do come and stay in our well 
equipped Bunk House Barn. Well 
suited for Youth Clubs or as a , , 

Church Retreat. Up to 28 persons," 
self-catering. 

On working farm with spectacular view across Teifi Valley. 
Many activities and other interests nearby. 

Tom and Eva Cowcher, Penrhiw, Capel Dewi, 
Llandysul, Dyfed SA44 4PG. 

Tel: 0559 363200 


FRANCE 

AA0BILE H0AAES ON LUXURY CAAAPSITiS 

Affordable France, Brittany and West Coast 
FAMILY HOLIDAYS: PRICE INCLUDES: 

2 ADULTS, 2 CHILDREN, MOBILE HOME & 
ON SITE REPS 

ON BEST 4-STAR COASTAL SITES 

ALSO 

GITES WITH POOL DORDOGNE 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 

SPARROW HOLIDAYS 

Murcott, Oxford, OX5 2RE 

086 733 280/350 (24-hrs) 


Mobile Homes on 
Luxury Campsites 
in France 
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^Experience 


★ Tailor made intineries 

•k Special interest tours including natural 
history tailships voyages and many more 

★ Cruising experts — FREE parking at ports 
or airports on many cruises 

★ Specialists in long haul travel 

★ Low cost worldwide airfares 


# 

IabtaI 

A7744 


For a personal, professional approach 
to all your travel needs contact 
Caroline or Hayley 
Travel Experience, 

Tel (0458) 34744 
2, Northload Street, Glastonbury 


A7744 


GEOFF AMOS COACHES LTD 


1 2-53 seater luxury coaches including some executive 
class vehicles, with video, washroom, hot/cold drinks, 
reclining seats, double glazing, carpets etc. 
Also 63-71 seater service buses available. 

BRITISH AND IRISH 
INCLUSIVE HOLIDAYS 1991 

IFRACOMBE — 4, 7 and 8 day tours 
BOURNEMOUTH - 3 and 7 day tours 

SCOTLAND including ISLE OF SKYE - 7 and 

8 day tours 

IRELAND — 7 and 8 day tours 
SUSSEX COAST - 7 day tour 
ISLE OF WIGHT - 8 day tour 
MORCOMBE AND THE LAKES - 3 and 8 day 

tours 

TORQUAY - 7 day tour 
All above tours include half-board accommodation 
SCOTLAND AND NEWQUAY FOR CHRISTMAS 1 991 
4 AND 8 DAY FULL BOARD TOURS 
Pick up point central Banbury 
Please ring for further details and brochure: 
TEL: (0327) 702181 or (0327) 60522 


LAKE DISTRICT 

Why not enjoy your holiday or church conference in one of the 
most beautiful & scenic parts of the country? 

Our programme for 1991 includes: 

EASTER HOUSEPARTY " Aspects of Love " - March 28th to 2nd April 
CHRISTIANITY IN LAKELAND - 15th April to 19th April 
CREATIVE WRITING COURSE - 22nd April to 26th April 
SUMMER HOUSEPARTY WEEKS - 3rd August to 17th August 
OUTDOOR ADVENTURE WEEKS - 27th July to 3rd August 
and also 1 7th August to 24th August 
GARDENS IN LAKELAND - 9th Sept to 13th Sept 
STEAM RAILWAYS - 10th October to 14th October 
A few dates still available for group bookings in October & November. 
All further details available from: 

The Manager, Thornleigh, The Esplanade, 
Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria LA 11 7HH. 

Tel: 05395 32733 


Fully equipped caravans & large 
frame tents at discount prices on 
1 5 of the best campsites in 

FRANCE 

off-peak season 


It is possible to make this offer 
because the accommodation is 
used as base for chaplaincy 
work during high summer only. 
For details, please telephone 
Valerie Boneail 021 440 6143 


HJIMIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIllllllllllllllllllllllllK^ 

I EASTBOURNE i 

E Come and enjoy Christian = 

= fellowship at GAINSBORO E 

= £55 per week bed, breakfast and= 
= evening meal from January 12 toE 
March 16. 

= Also vacancies for Easter as = 
E Season. 

E Send SAE for Brochure to = 
E Arthur and Uty Brtffttt E 

19 Burlington Place 
= Telephone 0323 410919 E 
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THE CHRISTIAN ■ ALLIANCE 

THE CHRISTIAN 
ALLIANCE 

"Low Wood", 30 Alexandra 
Road, Southport, Merseyside 
PR9 9HH 

Telephone: 0704 538764 

Welcome to Low Wood, enjoy a 
happy refreshing holiday. Good 
food and fellowship. Full board 
on Sunday. Amply car parking. 
Open all year round. Plan an ‘out- 
of-season’ weekend conference or 
have a mini-break. 

All ages and families welcomed 
Contact: THE MANAGERS 
Telephone: 0704 538764 


\V WYDALE 
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HOLIDAYS 

*•21-101” Holiday £85 22-26 April 

Clergy Family Holiday £70 27-31 May 
June Break £85 10-14 June 

Family Holiday By Quotation 

31 Aug-6 Sept 


QUIET DAY 
Lent Open Retreat £35 


1-3 Mar 


OPEN DAYS 

Healing Conference 11-14 Mar 

Renewal Day 10 May 

Healing Conference 3-6 June 

Healing Conference 16-19 June 

For further details please contact: 
the Warden, Wydale, York Diocesan 
Centre, Brompton by Sawdon, 
Scarborough, North Yorks. 

Telephone (0723) 859270 


The "Melbury" Hotel 
for the Disabled 

CRANBORNE ROAD, SWANAGE, DORSET 
Telephone: Swanage (0929) 422477 

The Melbury Private Hotel is a delightful, friendly hotel. It is within 
easy reach of the holiday attractions at Swanage — just three minutes 
from the sea, the shops and the theatre. 

It has a pleasant dining room with an exccelient standard of cuisine. In 
the three spacious lounges, colour television and bar facilities are 
available. A variety of entertainment from coach outings to sing-songs, 
bingo to threate visits are organised. All bedrooms have hot and cold 
running water. The hotel has its own car park, free to guests. 
FACILITIES FOR GUESTS: 

1. Wide entrance doors on level ground. 

2. All internal doors minimum 30" wide. 

3. Dining Room and Lounges on ground floor with access to ground 
floor toilets and bathroom. 

4. Licensed bar. 

5. Lifts for wheelchairs to first floor and second floor for more able 
guests. 

6. Bedrooms: 6 ground floor and 13 first floor rooms suitable for 
wheelchairs and disabled. Second floor bedrooms for more able guests. 

7. Delightful gardens and patios expressly designed for your enjoyment. 

8. Open all year — reduced out of season rates — Christmas and New 
Year festive packages a speciality. 

9. Ambulance with wheelchair lift for outings. Loaned by the 
TRANSAID TRUST. 

10. Sat/TV available. 

28th April and 5th May. Return coach pickup from Rectory Road, 
Oxford. 


C R- O S S 

T R A . V E L 


DISCOUNT FLIGHTS WORLDWIDE 

Examples of Supersaver fares 

New York... £199 Atlanta £299 Dallas £299 

Los Angeles£335 Houston £299 Charlotte. ...£265 

Boston £280 New Orleans£295 Orlando £275 

Phoenix £345 Auckland ... £785 Sydney £765 

Jo'burg £525 Bombay £469 Karachi £335 

Bangkok .... £449 Hong Kong. £499 Paris £79 

For availability and fares for any destination not listed ring: 

BANBURY (0295) 275661 

The Business Centre. Trelawn House. North Bar. Banbury, Oxon OX16 0TH 


NORTH NORFOLK 

Self Catering 

2 + 3 bedroomed cottages on farm, adapted 
for disabled use. Available October onwards, 
10% reduction for OAPs. 

Bookings taken NOW for October onwards. 

Telephone: 026387 347 
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RHOS-LLYN HOLIDAYS, BI- 
BLE WEEKS, LED RETREATS 
and WEEKEND BREAKS 

Provide a real opportunity to combine 
a time of spiritual, emotional and bodi- 
ly refreshment, along with enjoyment 
of the beautiful west Wales coastline 
and countryside. 

Attractively presented home cooking 
and quality accommodation with en- 
suite bedrooms. 

Special interest holidays include 
rambling and daily coach tours. 
Some exclusively for singles and those 
now on their own. 

Brochure From: 

Rhos-Llyn Christian Centre, Penparc, 
Cardigan, West Wales. SA43 2AB. 
Tel: 0239 614501 


LAKE DISTRICT KESWICK 

A small comfortable Guest House for non 
smokers with a warm friendly welcome by 
Christian Hosts who will give you excellent 
service and food 

Comfortable accommodation, full C/H 
dose town centre but with mountain views 
SAE please for brochure. 
Proprietors Ins & Peter Webb 
Cathay Guest House. 30 Siangcr Street. 
Keswick. Cumbria CA12 5JU. 

Tel 07687 72621 


CORNWALL 

Bradgate Guest House, Falmouth 

Comfortable Georgian Town House 
overlooking Falmouth Bay — ten 
minutes walk from town and 
beaches. 

For rest, relaxation and the 
fellowship of kindred minds. 
S.A.E. 

Mary and David Siderfin 
4 Florence Place. Falmouth 
Tel. 0326 314108 


BANGOR - NORTH WALES 

Within easy reach of pleasant beaches and fine mountain scenery. Self- 
catering accommodation in modem. 

UNIVERSITY HALL OF RESIDENCE 

Suitable for families and groups. Available July-September £5 per night. 
Children under 12 half-price. Also self-catering houses and flats from £200 
per week. 

Details of study and activity breaks on application. 

The Conference Office, University of Wales, Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 2DG 
Telephone: (0248) 351151 ext.2560 


CHALET 

HOTEL 

Ventnor, Isle of Wight 

Family hotel 

50 yards from the beach 
superb sea views 
Plenty of home cooking 

Dinner, bed and full English 
breakfast 
from 

£110 per week 

Reduced rates for children 

☆ Some en suite rooms 

☆ Tea making facilities 

☆ Colour TV 

For further details contact: 
MRS LITTLE on 
IOW (0983) 852285 


A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU AT 

WHIRLOW GRANGE 

Holidays, Retreats, etc. Nr Peak National Park 
ALL THE YEAR ROUND 
Full Board £25, Half Board £20, B&B £15. 
On A625, Ecclesall Road South, (SW) Sheffield 

Telephone: 0742 363173 


SUMMER HOLIDAYS 
FRANCE & SPAIN 

MAY THROUGH TO OCTOBER 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools, restaurant, 
supermarket etc. Ferries — Flights and Insurance arranged. 

ALSO MOBILE HOME SALES ABROAD 
For details: 

G. F. Treherne, TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 
Tel: (0865) 820165 (24 Hour Answerphone) 


COTSWOLDS 

Whether you are planning an outing or holi- 
day, we can help you. Only 4 miles from 
Bourton-on-the-Water yet in quiet village. 
Lunches or tea for coach parties. Easy 
parking. Also B&B + EM. Three day 
bargain breaks until Easter. 

Tony & Hazel Gibson, Cotswold 
View Guesthouse, Nether 
Westcote, kingham, OX7 6SD. 
Tel: Shipton-under-Wychwood 

830699 
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THE KEPTIES 

Christian Hotel 

il Kepties Street, Arkoeth 

* Nancy. Fred and Marjory Rowlands invite you to 
join them for their 10th season 

* A friendly Christian welcome awaits you 

* Special offer for holidays booked by 31 January 
1991 

* Excellent food including Scottish fare 

* Ideal tounng area for the glens, Scottish 
highlands, Angus. Fyfe and Perthshire 

* Local attractions include: glen walks, nature 
trails, a leisure centre, harbour, golf courses and 
fishing 

* Near bus and railway station, airport 20 miles 

Write or phone 0241 72424 for brochure 
end further details. 


HARROGATE 

North Yorkshire 

Enjoy the lovely floral town of 
Harrogate and beautiful Yorkshire 
Dales. Good food, fellowship and 
daily Bible-based ministry. 
Conferences: March/ April/May/ 
October/November and December 
Maximum: 40 guests 
Holidays: 1st June to 14th 
September 1991 

Special weekly terms Saturday 
to Saturday £11 5 incl VAT 
SAE details: The Manager, 
Christian Alliance, Holiday and 
Conference Centre, 16 St Mary's 
Walk, Harrogate HG2 OLS. 

Tal 0423 503339 


NORTH DEVON 
FARM HOUSE 

If you are planning a farm holiday 
in 1991, why not visit us, and stay 
on a working farm set in 145 acres 
of beautiful Devon countryside? 

★ Warm welcome with 
Christian family 

A Good home cooking 

★ Bed, breakfast with optional 
evening meal 

★ Comfortable rooms with H/C 

★ Games room with table 
tennis, snooker, pool and 
darts 

A Ideal situation for 
coasts/moors etc. 

★ Golf and riding nearby 
Further details: 

Mrs Eileen Chappie, 'Bouchland 
Farm', Burlington, Umberleigh, 
Devon EX37 9NF. Telephone: High 
Bickington (0769) 60394. 


Introducing you to an attractive and comfortable hotel, .superbly 
situated with its own beach access. 


• Package holidays incl. Car Ferry PLUS Special Mini Breaks from £100 inc. 


• I’n suite rooms nil with panoramic sea views, tea/coffcc facilities, radio intercom, colour TV 
• Excellent food with choice of menu • Well stocked bar and wine cellar 
• Live entertainment • Free parking 
firm Imre on request from Truth Harrington and Derek Pullen 

Bdgravc Road, Ventnor, Isle of Wight P038 IJH. Tel: (0983) 852404 




WHILE FISHING 

the beautiful River 
Orchy we have B&B 
accomodation In 
comfortable modern 
farmhouse on 
Riverside. 

Now taking bookings for 
February onwards 

Michele MacLennon 
Glenorchy Farm, 
Dalmally PA33 1 BD. 
Tel: 08382 221 


Mount Pleasant 

Westray, Orkney Isles, 
i KW17 2DH 

Tel: 085 77229 

Two caravans for hire, situated in a beautiful setting on 
one side of the isles. With birdwatching, fishing, boat 
trips to neighbouring isles, local castle, a superb 
opportunity for a peaceful and relaxing holiday. 

£55-£60 per week — Open all year 
Contact: 

Mrs Seatter on the above number. 


Christian Endeavour 

HOLIDAY AND 
CONFERENCE CENTRES 

Situated in the most beautiful areas of Britain: 

■ CONWY ■ CORNWALL ■ LAKE DISTRICT ■ 

■ ISLE OF WIGHT ■ SALTBURN ■ NORFOLK ■ 
■ SNOWDONIA ■ 

the Centres are ideal hr: 

Family/ Church Holidays: Conferences 
Mid-week Breaks: Coach Holidays 

For details and literature contact: 

Mr A Cumislcey, CE Holidav/Conference Centres 
4 Tree Tops Avenue, Holcombe Brook, Bury BLO 9RJ 

@0204 882802 


‘MURDER" 
MOST FOUL 


Our ‘murder’ weekends offer 
mystery and intrigue in luxurious 
hotels throughout Britain. 
Never a dull moment with 
Curiosity Holidays. 

Send for leaflet (SAE please) 

to: 

Dept DR 

CURIOSITY HOLIDAYS 

3/4 Sudley Terrace, Sudley Road, 
Bognor Regis, West Sussex 
P021 1EU 

TEL: (0243) 863213 
24 hour Answerphone 


WALES 

ISLE OF ANGLESEY 

Well appointed, high standard 
SELF CATERING COTTAGES 
on sheep farm, private trout lake, 
brochure available 

PARC NEWYDD, LLAN ERCHYMEDD, 
ANGLESEY LL71 7BT 
Tel (0248) 470700 


EASTER HOUSEPARTY 

Come and celebrate Easter in the beauty and peace of 
the New Forest at 

MINSTEAD LODGE 

Minstead, Nr Lyndhurst, Hants S043 7FT. Tel: (0703) 812297 
28th March- 1st April. Cost: £50 (single room supplement £20) 
PENTECOST CELEBRATION 17th-19tb May 
EXPERIMENT WITH PRAYER 

Weekends of learning and discovery for all who pray and for those who 
would like to pray. 

26th-28th April, 14th- 16th June, 27th-29th September 
Cost for weekend: £30 (single room supplement £15) 

We also welcome individuals and families for holidays and retreats at very 
reasonable rates. 

For further details, please contact: 

Mrs Sue Wiggans, House Guardian 


FLUXION FARM 

AA LISTED 

Charming 16th Century 
Farmhouse. Set in lovely Otter 
Valley, four miles from beach 
at Sidmouth. Two acres of 
beautiful gardens with stream 
and trout pond. 

Log fires. Beamed candlelit 
dining room, central heating, 
teasmade, two lounges, one 
non-smoking. Most room en- 
suite. Licensed. Excellent food 
using local fresh produce. 



For brochure : 

Ann & Maurice Forth 
Fluxton Farm, Ottery St Mary 
Devon, EX11 *1RJ 
Tel: (040-481) 2818 


WEYMOUTH 

TREVANN GUEST HOUSE 

Trevor and Anne welcome you with a tray of tea. relax from 
the moment you arrive. 

Five minutes from Coach/Rail Station and Town. 400 yards 
from the beach. All rooms have tea making facilities, some 
with colour TV. Good home cooking (and lots of it). 

Our aim is for you to enjoy your holiday. 

B&B from £75 per person per week 
BB&EM from £89 per person per week 
MA Y ONL V Senior Citizens 
BB&EM £76 per person per week 

Telephone: Mrs Lee 0305 782604 


NMNDIVILLE HOTEL 

39 Parkwood Road. Boscombe 

BOURNEMOUTH 

TEL 0202 424064 

PROPRIETORS: TONY & CAROLYN 
ALLEN 

An informal Christian Hotel offering good 
food, service and a friendly atmosphere. 
We have 10 bedrooms all With Colour TV, 
tea/coffee facilities and central heating. 
Most rooms en-suite. Table license, ample 
parking and special diets catered for. Part 
weeks welcome. Regret no children under 
8 years. 

Weekend breaks £40-£50. Weakly tariff 
£1 10-£144 (BBEM). 

Also Bed and Breakfast available. 


Mates 
South West 

Clifford House, Bridge Road 
Shaldon, Devon TQ14 ODD 

Tel: (0626) 872314 

Contact us now for a lovely selection 
of character cottages, apartments, 
bungalows and chalets, many with 
sea views or on the waters edge in 
picturesque Shaldon, Teignmouth, 
Torbay, Dartmouth, Dartmoor and 
South Hams. 

Please telephone or write for a fully 
illustrated brochure. 


SUMMER AT 
OFFA HOUSE 


Week 1 — Saturday, July 
20-27 

A holiday for the not so 
young! 

A gentle programme of 
activities and visits by mini- 
bus — eg. The Cots wolds, 
Coventry Cathedral, etc, or 
just please yourself! Good 
food, companionship and 
Christian Fellowship. 

Cost: £95.00 inclusive. 

Week 2 - 

Saturday, July 27-August 3 
Many people who are either 
on their own or a single parent 
often find it difficult or too 
expensive to get away for a 
holiday. This week has some 
activities designed for children 
and young people, eg, 
Camping, Canoeing and 
Caving. 

The programme will include 
many of the options of Week 
1 , and will have a slight bias 
to the majority age or interest 
group. 

Cost: According to means 


Contact: The Warden 
OFFA HOUSE. OFFCHURCH 
LEAMINGTON SPA CV33 9AS 
Telephone: (0926) 423309 


TREWINCE MANOR 

PORTSCATHO, SOUTH CORNWALL 

Family run self-catering accommodation with extensive grounds 
in an area of outstanding natural beauty with coastal views and 
river walks. 

NEW LODGES, CEDARWOOD CABINS, COTTAGE, 
TOURING PITCHES. SOME NEW LODGES FOR SALE 

Unspoilt local beaches, own quay and moorings. 

For brochure please contact Peter Heywood on 0872 58289 


HOLIDAY WATCHDOG 

Going on Holiday? Worried about Intruders? 

Get peace of mind and protect your home by renting a transportable 
alarm system which deters intruders before they enter. Used by the 
biggest names in Industry and Commerce on a full-time basis this 
British made system will protect up to 10,000 sq ft for the cost of 
a night out. Will remain armed for 2 months if electric supply is cut. 

Free demonstrations offered to Groups and Individuals, discounts on 
renting available to members of Neighbourhood Watch schemes. 

Area distributors wanted — no selling — no investment — must have 
impeccable references. 

Contact tel no's: 0488 39741 (Newbury area); 0296 399449 
(Aylesbury area); 0734 393140, 0734 393124 (Reading area). 


“BONROSE” 

Mrs Joan Osborne 

125 Coombe Vale Road, Teignmouth 

Bed and Breakfast - Evening meal optional. 
Friendly and homely atmosphere. 

# Tea/Coffee facilities in all rooms 

# H/C in all rooms 

# Own TV lounge 

# Babysitting available 

1 0 minutes from town and beach. 

Prices from Sept — June £9 per person per night, 
July — August £1 1 per person per night. 
Reductions for Senior Citizens & children 

Telephone: (0626) 772099 
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Telephone: (0865) 880505 
The complete advertisement guide 


J W MARCHAM & SON 

FUNERAL 

DIRECTORS 

24hr Personal Service 
Chapel of Rest 

55 Wood St, Wallingford 
Telephone: 36145 


Berkshire Funeral 
Services 

Private Chapels, 24 Hours 
Service, Private Hire Cars 
Also available: 
MONUMENTAL MASON 
Personal, caring service 
67 St Mark’s Road, Maidenhead 
Berks S16 6DP 
Telephone: 0628 777899 
Under the personal attention of 
Alan Cattermole 


ROBIN J 
WINN 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Rebuilding and Restoration Work, 
Tuning and Maintenance. 
Estimates submitted free and 
without obligation. 

Restored Secondhand Organs 
available. 

TEL: BATH 339484 


ROOFING PROBLEMS 

We can solve them with our new 
rubberized product. Can be 
applied on pitched or flat roofs 
under guarantee. Can also apply 
direct to tiles and felt. Free 
quotation throughout country. 

Phone: Coventry (0203) 685919 


AUTHORS 

Your book Published 

All subjects. Fiction, biography, 
travel, religious works. We 
advise, edit, publish and 
distribute. 

Details: 

EXCALIBUR 

PRESS 

DEPT E4, 13 Knightsbridge 
Green, London SW1X 7QL 


AUDIO CASSETTE 
DUPLICATION 

Recording, Editing, Production with 
care, in real time. 

Bucks Audio Cassettes 
Beaconsfield 
(0494) 675900 


P. L. BARRETT 
81 Ock Street 
ABINGDON 


H. J. KNAPP 
2-4 Church Street 
WANTAGE 


Tel: Abingdon 20808 Tel: Wantage 775502 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


Private Chapel of Rest and Monumental Masons. 24-Hour Service 

CHOSEN HERITAGE PRE-PAYMENT SCHEME 


NEW DAY 



INTRODUCTIONS 

We msl In introduce w»u lo l hat someone special. 

I whether ww are single, widowed, or diturred. 

| W e are offering ) n«i | 

I a professional introduction sersiie 

run h> raring ( hnslians. 
exclusiseh for Christians. 


WRITE FOR DETAILS (ENCLOSING A 
LARGE S.A.E.) TO: 

NEW DAY INTRODUCTIONS 
(Dept. TD). 5 Vale Terrace, Waterfoot, 
Rossendale, Lancashire BB4 9JQ. 



D CONFERENCE 

| FRIDAY MAY 10 

A 6-10pm 

DIALOGUE at 

O Westminster 
College 

U Harcourt Hall 

E Botley, Oxford 

RECONCILIATION 

Main Speaker: The Rev'd R. F. Lodge 
(Chaplain H.M. Prison) 

Cost per ticket £6.00 students £2.00 
(includes supper) 

ALL WELCOME 
Enquiries (with sae please) to: 

The General Secretary. DIALOGUE, 6a 
Staverton Road, Oxford OX2 6XJ. 


FETES - SHOWS - GALAS - 
PARTIES - etc. etc. 

The 

Bouncy 

CASTLE COMPANY 

Childrens Roundabouts — Fair 
Organ — Fun Castles 

FOR HIRE 

Telephone Wokingham 
781888 24 HR Answering 
Service. 772828 (5-lines-Mon- 
Fri) Or write... The Bouncy 
Castle Company, 

9 Easthampstead Road, 
Wokingham, Berkshire 
RG11 2EH 


Cleveland 

Carriages 

ROLLS ROYCE DAIMLER, 
JAGUAR ALSO MERCEDES 



For weddings and special occasions 

Phone Penn (049481) 6733 


CHOIRS, 

SOLOISTS, 

ORGANISTS 

Available at short notice for 
funerals also weddings. 

BEACONSFIELD 
CHORAL AGENCY 

0494 677881 


SUPPLIERS OF 
HANDICRAFT MATERIALS 

We sell good quality materials at 
reasonable prices so that you can 
make things of value for yourself and 
others economically. 

Send 2 Ist-class stamps for brochure. 
FRED ALDOUS LTD, PO Box 135, 37 
Lever St, Manchester M60 1UX. 
Tel: 061-236 2477 


CONVENT OF 
ST FRANCIS DE SALES 

Our Lady of Light independent Day School 
Aylesbury Road, Tring, Herts. 

Our school, established 1936, 
has retained its small numbers 
and family atmosphere. 
Although primarily a Catholic 
school, we welcome pupils 
from other denominations. 
(Girls 2Vi-16+. BOVS 2 1 /^-9-r-) 
Apply now to the Principal for a 
prospectus — TRING 2315 



Canterbury tales 


WE ALL have our own par- 
ticular Runcie tales and 
memories to share. Mine comes 
from his visit to Milton Keynes 
in 1988. Admidst a punishing 
schedule, the Archbishop and 
the Bishop of Oxford were given 
a tour of the shopping centre. 
The press competed for a good 
photograph, and I followd on 
with the Archbishop’s chaplain. 
Two ladies emerged from 
Marks and Spencers, laden 
down with shopping to be sur- 
prised at the passing crowd: 
“Oh look!” one said to her 
friend “There’s that man who 
works for Terry Waite”1 If on- 
ly we could see ourselves as 
others see us! 

Robert Runcie: A Portrait by 
his Friend , Edited by David L. 
Edwards (Fount, £5.99) is a 
very rich collection of short 

Keying in to 
your Bible 
is not so hard 

How often have you 
remembered one or two words 
from the Bible, and asked 
yourself: “Where exactly can I 
find that verse?” 

Which is why one of the most 
valuable tools on any Christian’s 
bookshelf is going to be his or 
her Concordance. Look up 
‘Witness’, for example, and you 
will find all the occurrences of 
‘Witness’, from Genesis to 
Revelation, with a reference and 
a summary. Invaluable stuff for 
sermon preparations, talks, or 
devotional study. 

Searching through lots of text 
very quickly is just the kind of 
thing that computers do well, so 
it’s not surprising that you can 
now get a Concordance for your 
computer. 

QuickVerse is one of the best. 
All you need is an IBM- 
compatable Personal Computer 
with a hard disk. The pro- 
gramme comes with at least one 
edition of the Bible on disk — 
and that takes up 2.5MB of disk 
space alone — and a search pro- 
gramme. There are other 
goodies too — such as the abili- 
ty to attach your own notes to 
each verse, or the ability to ‘im- 
port’ the result of your search, 
bits of text, or notes, into other 
documents. 

It’s easy to use. It took us 
about 20 minutes to install — but 
we were using an old computer, 
and with the two editions of the 
bible we had been sent to review 
(Revised Standard and New In- 
ternational), virtually all the 
hard disk space was used. But 
if you’re used to the IBM PC 
commands, it’s all fairly straight 
forward to operate. 

Looking for the occurrences 
of ‘Witness’ on the computer 
was easy. I just typed in the 
word, pressed the appropriate 
key, and a list appeared. And 


BOOKSTALL 


essays or glimpses of the man 
who has led our Church through 
the 80s. The result is an attrac- 
tive mosaic that helps us to ap- 
preciate the diversity of 
personality and the demands of 
the archiepiscopal vocation. 
.Those who need to criticise (for 
whatever reason) our leaders 
would do well to learn what 
range of demands and expecta- 
tions we place on them and ask 
(with John Witheridge): “What 
is it realistic of us to expect of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury?” 
(p63). As we launch ourselves 
into a Decade of Evangelisation 


then the one snag became ap- 
parent. You only get the 
references, and tell the computer 
to find the place in the Bible 
before you know what that verse 
actually says! Its a bit like hav- 
ing to go from the Concordance 
to the Bible to look up each 
reference. 

I would have preferred to see 
the text at the same time as the 
reference. But using the com- 
puter to find your reference is 
a lot quicker, than doing it by 
hand, and if you use the com- 
puter a lot, it’s well worth hav- 
ing the programme for the 
Bibles along. I’m told by some 
of the regular users of 
QuickVerse that they keep their 
sermon notes with the key 
verses, so if I ever want a ser- 
mon in a hurry, I’ll know where 
to look. 

Overall, I’d give it eight out 


there is much in this collection 
for reflection: the importance of 
prayer, our need to listen, the 
cry from the inner cities, the in- 
tegrity of truth and the way in 
which we ask questions and live 
with the diversity of answers! 

We can be thankful to Lord 
Runcie for the gift of himself 
given during his ar- 
chiespiscopate, and learn from 
his “feel for people and institu- 
tions” (Bishop of Oxford pi 9). 
I can promise you that you’ll en- 
joy dipping into this book, and 
appreciating the portrait and the 
art of this man. 

Jim Woodward 

The Revd J. W. Woodward is 
Chaplain to the Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital, Birmingham and the 
former Chaplain to the Bishop 
of Oxford. 


of ten as a package — and higher 
score if you use more than one 
edition of the Bible with it, as 
you can view up to four transla- 
tions side by side for com- 
parison. You can get Hebrew 
and Greek transliterations, as 
well as the more common 
translations. At £59.95 its well 
worth buying to get the Bible on 
your hard drive. That you get a 
good concordance package as 
well is great! 

QuickVerse 2.0 requires 
IBM-PC or 100% compatible, 
DOS 2 . 1 1 or later, 5 1 2K R AM 
and 2.5M hard disk space per 
translation installed. Not recom- 
mended for computers without 
hard disk. 

Richard Thomas 

The Revd Richard Thomas is the 
Diocesan Communications 
Officer. 


Selections 
of books 
for Lent 

A Season for the Spirit by Mar- 
tin Smith (SSJE Fount, 
£3.95). At long last, here is 
purpose written book for 
Lent, meaning that it gives a 
daily diet of ser- 
mons/readings/medita- 
tions/prayers for each of the 
40 days of Lent. So, 
somewhere in its pages, there 
will be a crumb of help if not 
a positive surfeit of good 
things to lead us to the joy of 
Easter Day. How come a 
celibate monk knows the 
pleasure of being bathed by 
another (see Maundy 
Thursday)? 

Space for God by David Run- 
corn (Daybreak/DLT, 
£2.95). There are many 
books abroad to help people 
develop their spiritual life. 
This helps those who want to 
get started. I found it easy to 
read, with some practical ad- 
vice for those for whom 
silence and the wilderness ex- 
perience are frightening and 
alien subjects. It owes much 
to the thinking of Henri 
Nouwen in Reaching Out. 

Trust Untold by Leslie Houlden 
(SPCK, £4.99) Devotees of 
short stories will appreciate 
this collection of sermons by 
a well-known Professor of 
New Testament Theology. 
They compare to the lovely 
collections of sermons by the 
late Austin Farrer. He talks of 
deep matters in a relaxed way 
and because they are sermons 
there is not a complicated 
argument attached to each 
subject. Well worth looking 
at. 

Small Group Bible Studies by 
Maroilyn Kunz and Catherine 
Schell (Marshall Pickering, 
£1.50) This is an excellent 
series for parishes who have 
those groups needing a cons- 
tant agenda. They contain 
sensible advice on how to run 
a group, but they are all too 
long. Busy people may find a 
10 or 12 week commitment a 
bit much; 23 might be a turn- 
off. However, they are good 
and have a very thorough ap- 
proach. 

Ears to Hear by Winifred Green 
(Churchman Publishing, 
£3.95) This is a study of the 
Pentateuch. The cover claims 
it to be ideal for busy adults. 
In fact, it is detailed study re- 
quiring time. Good stuff 
though. 

Richard Woodward 

The Revd Richard Woodward is 

team vicar of St Michael 

Beaconsfield and Books Editor 

for The DOOR. 


Direct advocacy 
of Christ the lion 

Bishop Richard Holloway’s most recent book Another 
Country , Another King (Fount 1991, £5.50), began its life as a 
series of mission addresses given first in this Diocese, at the Univer- 
sity Mission in Oxford and at All Saints’, Ascot, in 1989. The book 
examines the how and why and the if of our belief in Another. It 
is an attempt to reach behind our shared experience of faith, and 
provide a manual for would-be followers in the Way. 

The hinge on which the book turns is the admission that our faith 
is itself a paradox. The author’s honesty in accepting this encourages 
a full apprehension of Christ. Written in the conviction that God 
is for us, God forgives us and God helps us this is a robust book 
which does not extort dubious allegiance. 

Christ the lion or Christ the tiger; not the vicarage pussy cat into 
which we so often turn Him. This is the power behind this book, 
and traditionalists will find the Virgin Birth, the Empty Tomb and 
the Power of judgement all in place. Some may seek for further 
refinements, the trappings of faith lived out in the life of a former 
monk and in a priest and bishop. But the strength of the book is 
the straightforward advocacy which is as convincing on the page 
as it is in the pulpit, a rare qualification. 

A good book to read in Lent but not a study book. 

Nicholas Cranfield 

The Revd Nicholas Cranfield was on the staff of Ascot parish church 
during the 1989 Mission. He is now Principal of the Berkshire Ar- 
chdeaconry Christian Training Scheme. 


BIBLE ON DISK 

QUICKVERSE 2 £69.95 

Features:searching partial words, whole words, of words or phrases. 
Also entering footnotes for personalised study, viewing up to four 
translations side by side. Copy text into word processor. Comes in NTV 
extra translations are:RS V, King James & G/H Transliteration. 

ADDITIONAL TRANSLATIONS £29.95/£39.95 

(bought at the same time) 

BIBLE ILLUSTRATOR £49.95 

Helps bring difficult material into the graspof listeners just like Biblical 
parables. Over 2,500 on-line stories, quotes and humorous anecdotes. 

MEMBERSHIP PLUS £99.95 

Store names, addresses, phone numbers, gift information and more for 
a virtually unlimited number of people. 

AH the software requires an IBM PC or compatible, andBible Illustrator 
and Membership Plus require a hard disk. For a FREE newsletter giving 
details of all our products please send a large SAE to the address below. 

NCS SOFTWARE DISTRIBUTION 

11 Pitcroft Avenue, Reading, RG6 1NH 

Tel: (0734) 351622 


GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

For a personal and dignified service contact: 

Mr J. CURRAN or Mr G. CHURCH 

Churchgate 46 Bishopwood Road 

The Broadway, Thatcham Tadley 

Tel: (0635) 68444 (24 hours) Tel: 0734 814420 (24 hours) 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 


THE NEWMAN-MOWBRAY 
BOOKSHOP 

87 St Aldate, Oxford 0X1 1RB 
Tel: 244654 

Christian Books, Cards, Crucifixes, etc. Candles, 
Communion Wine, Altar Breads, 

Church Stationery. 
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The DOOR opens on: 


St Augustine’s, East Hendred 


Two into one goes nicely 



EAST Hendred, with its 
plethora of historic buildings, , 
interesting medieval road pattern 
and two racing stables all nestl- 
ing under the Berkshire Downs 
is a picture postcard village. It 
also has a gem of a large 12th 
century church, St Augustine of 
Canterbury. 

There, the Revd Ron Foster 
— genial, avuncular, rounded, 
and a young-looking 65 has been 
rector for the past eight years. 
Since 1977, his patch has been 
known as the Wantage Downs 
Benefice, and has included not 
only East Hendred, but three 
much smaller villages, each with 
its own interesting church 
building. As one might expect in 
this prosperous and largely mid- 
dle class area of what used to be 
North Berkshire, there are 
regular congregations at all four 
churches, and it would be dif- 
ficult for him to manage without 
the help of his three NSM’s. 

However, this is far from the 
whole story. For the Hendreds, 
East and West, have one of the 
few remaining recusant village 
communities in the country, and 
the high proportion of Roman 


Catholics still look to the local 
Catholic squire and landowner, 
Mr Thomas More Eyston, for a 
lead. Mass has been said 
regularly in the chapel of his 
home, Hendred House, since the 
13th century, and he can trace 
his ancestry back to the famous 
Catholic martyr Sir Thomas 
More, Henry VIII’ s beheaded 
chancellor. The Hendreds’ 
Roman Catholics worship at the 
church of St Mary’s — one of 
the larger rural Roman Catholic 
churches, constructed over a 
hundred years ago under the 
guiding hand of the Eyston 
Family. 

Shared activities 

It all presents a vivid picture, 
both physically and historically, 
and fortunately the colour of the 
situation is not lost on either Ron 
Foster or his equally outgoing 
and ecumenical counterpart, 
Father Robin Sanders, the 
Roman Catholic parish priest. 

The two Christian com- 
munities unite for many of their 
activities, including weekly 
evening prayer. Their Sunday 


Taking art to churches 


FOR three years, St Giles’ 
Church in Oxford has had a 
regular programme of art ex- 
hibitions, many of them featur- 
ing well known artists. 

Now, as a result of their con- 
tact with a range of artists 
through the Society of Christian 
Artists, they are considering the 
possibility of setting up a loan 
scheme for works of art in Ox- 
ford churches. It is envisaged 
that St Giles’ would act as a link 
between the churches taking part 
and the artists. 

Each term, there would be a 
presentation of available works 
of arts in slide form, and a 
choice could be made by a 
representative from participating 
churches. If 12 churches took 
part, the annual subscription 
would be £20. There would be 
no loan fee, though churches 
would need to make adequate in- 
surance arrangements. 

Anyone interested in the 
scheme is invited to be an open 
meeting on Monday, March 4 at 
6pm at St Giles’ or to telephone 
Carolyn Llewelyn on 0865 
53144. 


TWO artists have been commis- 
sioned to produce works of art 
for the new Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone at Milton Keynes. 
The impressive domed building 
is to incorporate architectural 
glass by Alexander Beleschenko 
and a special cross feature by 
metalsmith, Alan Evans. 

An important consideration 
for the artists has been the large 
interdenominational congrega- 
tion and the variety of communi- 
ty groups who will use the 
church. Both the glass and the 
metalwork will be focal points 
that reflect the unique qualities 
of the church such as the Cor- 
nerstone and Living Water 
besides having a more universal 
appeal for worshippers, local 
people and visitors to the city. 

Alexander Beleschenko is 
well known for his work and 
particularly his innovative 
techniques. Recent commissions 
have included a glass column for 
Reading station concourse. 

Alan Evans is an established 
artist-metalsmith who has made 
gates and handrails for St Paul’s 
Cathedral. 


congregations meet once a 
month for coffee. They share 
with the village sports club and 
community centre the proceeds 
of the village Christmas bazaar. 

They combine for a joint Lent 
study course. On Palm Sunday 
there will again be the traditional 
shared morning service, when 
the two congregations meet out- 
side Hendred House and process 
to one or other of the churches 
for a service including the Pas- 
sion narrative. Then, after 
greeting one another for the 
peace, they leave to complete 
their respective Eucharistic rites 
in their own churches. 

Another colourful Anglican 
tradition is the Good Friday 
Walk. Whatever the weather, 
participants perambulate around 
the benefice in a day-long act of 
worship interspersed with ser- 
vices in all four churches. It 
starts at St Augustine’s at 8.30 
am with the Litany, before the 
faithful walk a mile across the 
field path to West Hendred for 
matins. Then, on to the Boar’s 
Head at Ardington where Mr 
and Mrs Ralph Radband open up 
specially to provide a welcome 
cup of coffee, before an Ante- 
Communion service at Holy 
Trinity and a quick walk to All 
Saints, Lockinge, to join a fami- 
ly service with the Sunday 
School before lunch and the 
walk back to East Hendred for 
Evening Prayer, Meditation and 
the Proclamation of the Cross. 

When the Good Friday 
walkers get to Lockinge, hot 
cross buns are distributed after 
the service to “draw in the 
village children’’. After 22 years 
spent as a school chaplain, and 
with a special interest in young 
people’s worship, Ron Foster 
cares deepy about the children 
of the benefice. He would have 
liked to have seen the integra- 
tion of East Hendred’ s Church 
of England and Roman Catholic 
primary schools. The possibili- 
ty was explored but ruled out for 
the present. However, he is not 
only chairman of the governors 
of the C of E controlled school, 
but also teaches there each 
week. 

Youth links 

The combining of school ser- 
vices with parish services is part 
of parish policy, and helps to fill 
the churches with parents on 
festival occasions besides 
reaching out to the young of the 
villages. But it is not always 
easy, he says. Choir and altar- 
serving help to hold some young 
people, but sports activities 
compete with church on Sunday 
mornings. As yet Wantage 



The Revd Ronald Foster (left) with Father Sanders, beside the preaching cross in the chur- 
chyard at St Augustine of Canterbury. The Roman Catholic Church is in the background. 


Downs has no youth leader and 
efforts to link village youth into 
deanery youth programmes have 
so far been without success. 

Ron Foster expects to retire 
during the course of this year. 
As a student he fought the 
Butler/Temple plans for Church 
schools, and the exclusion of 
clergy from state schools, 
because he believes that true 
education involves worship. 
“Why should we study and 
learn unless we also wonder and 
give thanks?’’ 

Particular privilege 

It is ironic that as he ap- 
proaches retirement the closure 
of small village church schools 
is once more contemplated. His 
prayer is that a younger suc- 
cessor will share his concern and 
help to solve some of the present 
problems. 

Vera, his wife, is also look- 
ing forward to retirement. She 
has been a parish visitor, a 
regular magazine contributor, 
and general factotum in the 
finest tradition of Anglican 
wives. They have both enjoyed 
their life and work in this very 
lively and unusual village and 
they will be sorry to go 
“Religion is rooted here’’ Ron 
Foster says. He has particular- 
ly enjoyed “the privilege of say- 
ing the Roman Catholic office in 
a Roman Catholic church.’’ 

Clive Fewins 

Clive Fewins is Advertising 
Features Editor at Oxford and 
County Newspapers. 


Parish: Benefice of Wantage Downs 
since 1977. West Ilsley and Farn- 
borough also included until 1988. 
History: East Hendred — St 
Augustine of Canterbury : 12th cen- 
tury nave arcades and lectern. 
Faceless tower clock (1525) has later 
carillon, wound daily. Fifteenth cen- 
tury Eyston chapel still maintained 
by the Eyston family. Rectors in- 
cluded Archbishop Henry Chichele 
and Bishop James Brookes, who 
tried Archbishop Thomas Cranmer 
at Oxford (roll 83). 

West Hendred — Holy Trinity 
1300-1350 with 15C additions. 
Original encaustic tiles, signs of 
medieval paintings, and Jacobean 
woodwork. Little altered by 1920 
and 1963 restorations. Amalgamated 
with E. Hendred 1963 (roll 30). 

Ardington — Holy Trinity About 
1200. Norman doorway, gargoyles 
within and without. The Victorians 
lavished money on carvings and 
decoration. Fascinating church for 
architectural detectives! (roll 29). 

Lockinge — All Saints Beautiful 
parkland setting; 12C doorway and 
font; Tudor ironwork. Early English 
nave and chancel with piscina, aum- 
bry, sedilia and squint through to 
Victorian chancel and nave with fine 
woodwork, (roll 32). All four chur- 
ches have Jacobean pulpits. 
Clergy: The Revd Ronald Foster, 
Rector. Also three non stipendiary 
ministers (MSMs): the Revd Charles 
King (aged 76 and not officially 
listed!), a retired electrical engineer 
who lives in Ardington; the Revd 
Michael Endean, a comprehensive 
school teacher who was priested in 
1985 and lives in East Hendred; the 
Revd Jean Page, a retired primary 
school teacher, who lives outside the 
Benefice but has a special interest in 
its children (she started the pram 
service). 

Churchwardens: Mrs Violet God- 
dard and Mr John Hill (who also 
winds the clock daily, and organises 
tower tours). 


Sunday Services (East Hendred): 
Parish Communion — 10.15am. 
Matins held quarterly. 

Other services: Tuesday — Holy 
Communion 7.30am; Wednesday — 
Evening Prayer with St Mary’s RC; 
Thursday — Evening Prayer 
6.45pm, Holy Communion 7pm. 
Also monthly pram service at East 
Hendred and school services. 
Prayer book: Sundays — ASB Rite 
B. (quarterly Matins Prayer Book). 
Tuesday morning — ASB Rite A, 
evening ASB or RC Evening Prayer. 
Hymn Book: Ancient and Modern 
New Standard. 

Choir: Three men, five women, five 
young people. Also assist with 
serving. 

Bellringers: Eight, captained by 
Denis Hitchcock start by ring West 
Hendred Bells before their 9am ser- 
vice and then ring at East Hendred. 
Sunday School: Children’s Church. 
Ten children and two teachers meet 
in parish room during the first part 
of the Sunday service. At Christmas 
and Easter and some other occasions 
remain in church throughout the ser- 
vice which then is more family- 
orientated. 

Magazine: The Henchman edited by 
the Rector, distributed throughout 
the benefice. Includes community 
news. 

Other activities: Annual parish 
walk on Good Friday with a service 
in each church of the Benefice. An- 
nual parish picnic. Pentecost service 
with St Mary’s RC church. Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity, Palm 
Sunday service and Remembrance 
Sunday also shared with Roman 
Catholics. Old fashioned of summer 
fete. Enthusiastic prayer/Bible study 
group. Visits for Baptism anniver- 
saries, covenant scheme. Active par- 
ticipants in Vale of the White Horse 
Christian Studies scheme. Schools 
make use of all four churches for 
their services and combining of 
some school services with parish ser- 
vices is part of parish policy. 


GET FIT ... NOT FAT 

SAFE WEIGHT LOSS MONITORED BY EXPERIENCED DOCTORS 

FAST, SAFE WEIGHT LOSS 

It's simple and safe — one pill per day makes you feel less hungry and enables you to keep to a calorie controlled diet. 

A complete re-education of eating habits to aid permanent weight reduction. 

Monitored by experienced doctors. 

£14 weekly (including medication) 

just call in at: 

BERKSHIRE DIET CENTRE 

18 CROSS STREET, READIHG. RERKS 

(Opposite Marks & Spencer) 

or Telephone: 0734 505227 
CLINIC TIMES: Monday /Tuesday /Thursday /Friday 
1 1 .30am to 8pm 

Wednesday 4pm to 8pm — Saturday 10am to 4pm 
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LOCAL RADIO 

BBC RADIO OXFORD 

(FM 95.2 stereo AM1485kHz/202M) 

Sundays 8.05am-9am Spirit Level: Christian magazine pro- 
gramme which provides a mouthpiece for the churches. Run by 
a professional producer and a team of volunteers. 

Mondays to Fridays 7.55am Topical Thoughts featuring local 
figures and produced by the Spirit Level team. March presenters 
are: Mondays, Heather Harris, Media Awareness Project Coor- 
dinator; Tuesdays, Mike Parsons, Grace Baptist Chapel, Ab- 
ingdon; Wednesday Revd Christopher Heweston, Holy Trinity, 
Headington Quarry, Oxford; Thursdays, Revd Martin Gorick, 
Bishop’s Chaplain; Fridays, Revd Mervin Snow, Welcome 
Evangelical Church, Witney. 

Thursdays 8pm, Lent *91 with 9. 15pm Phone-in so listeners can 
air their thoughts/views about the lent course. 

RADIO 210 (102.9FM 97 VHF FM) 

Sundays 8am-9am The Sunday Breakfast Show with Graham 
Rogers and Eunice Cooper. Music, interview, competitions, 
Church news. 

BBC RADIO NORTHAMPTON (104.2FM or 103.6FM 
1107MW) 

Sundays 7.30am-9am Saint on Sunday a Christian magazine 
programme of Church news, bible stories, hymn, etc. 
CHILTERN RADIO (96.8FM 828AM) 

Sundays 7.40am-8am Supergold Sunday with Robbie Crawley. 
Combines interviews with music and news. 

HORIZON RADIO, Milton Keynes (103. 3FM) 

Wednesday 9pm- 10pm Connect . A magazine of news and local 

pupnts 

FOX FM 102.6FM 

Sundays 6am-10am. The Breakfast Show with Adrian 
Maugham, Includes a Christian What’s On? and Thought of the 
Day at 7.50am and 8.50am. 

Mondays to Fridays 11.50pm Thought for Midnight. The 
Bishop of Oxford on Fridays. 

BBC RADIO BEDFORDSHIRE (630kHz 95 .5 VHF FM stereo) 
Sundays 7am-9am Melting Pot. A religious magazine pro- 
gramme reflecting the scene in Bucks, Beds and Herts with Barry 
Amis of the Milton Keynes Church Army team. 


NOTICES 


WHAT'S ON 


MARCH 



Les branches out 

St Mary’s Church, Ludgershall, has a remarkable new set 
of carved wooden door screens which incorporate buildings, 
places and people from the village into their design. 

The doors, which divide the main church from the John 
Wesley Room took local resident Les Adams four years to 
complete. They are based on the theme of the Tree of Life, 
but also include village landmarks such as the church, the 
post office, the school and Brill Hill windmill. 

In the branches of the tree are not only birds, but hun- 
dreds of individually carved oak leaves. In fact, so outstan- 
ding is the craftsmanship that it is difficult to believe that 
Les had no previous experience of wood carving before he 
began. A lathe operator by trade, he says that he learned 
as he went along. 

Ludgershall’s vicar, the Revd Colin Jee, is particularly 
delighted that the carving was completed in time for the 
church’s 750th anniversary last autumn, when the Bishop 
of Oxford visited St Mary’s and blessed the doors. 


WANTED: Church Safe. Needed to 
store few items of slight value to enable 
church to be left open all day. Details: 
Revd E Condry, St Mary’s Vicarage, 
Church St, Bloxham, Banbury OX15 
4ET. tel 0295 720252. 

WANTED: Redundant English Hymnal 
and English Praise. Full music editions. 
Anything up to 20 copies wanted by a 
religious community for their guests. 
Contact the Guest Sister, St Mary’s Con- 
vent. Freeland, Oxford, 0993 881225. 
KINGSGATE, in the small village of 
Aston near Witney in Oxfordshire, is a 
group of 22 sheltered flats for reasonably 
independent retired people over 60. Well 
equipped, centrally heated with extensive 
gardens. Nursing care and meal service 
is not available. Contact Mrs Elmitt on 
0993 850557. 

TO A GOOD HOME: 16 choir tunics 
— scarlet & emerald with white collars. 
Details: Joan Hobson 0628 38569. 
CLERGY HOLIDAY BUREAU 
BULLETIN 1991 is now available. This 
useful guide offers clergy and church 
workers information about holiday ac- 
comodation both at home and abroad. 
Send £1.50 to Mrs C M Betchley, 29 
Corfe Close, Southwater, Nr Horsham, 
W Sussex RH13 7XL. 

WANTED: Occasional secretarial help 
for the Mothers’ Union in Oxford, for a 
small remuneration; use of Amstrad 
9512. Further details from Rosemary 
Peirce, 70 Yarnells Hill, Oxford. Tel: 


0865 721330. 

OXFAM CENTRAL AMERICA 
WEEK begins on Sunday March 3 with 
‘Romero’ the moving account of El 
Salvador’s Archbishop assassinated in 
1980. Phoenix cinema, Walton Street. 
£3.30 (concessions). Other events in- 
clude: Tues. 5 Vigil at Christ Church 
Cathedral 8. 15pm; Fri 8. OCFP meeting 
with parliamentary candidates presenting 
policies on Central America. Chaired by 
Reggie Norton. 8.15pm University 
Church, High Street; Sat. 23 1 1th An- 
niversary Mass of the Martyrdom of the 
Archbishop Oscar Romero, 8pm 
Blackfriars, St Giles. 

BIJOU THEATRE COMPANY is on 
tour with ‘The Gospel According to St 
Mark’: March 16, St Marys, Woughton- 
on-the-Green, Milton Keynes, contact 
Keith Spence 0908 561204; 24th St James 
Church Centre, Woodley, Reading, con- 
tact Roger Pitman 0734 696424; 25th St 
Johns, Deadsborough Road, High 
Wycombe contact 0494 29586; 27th 
Elgiva Theatre, Chesham, tel 0494 
774759; May 25th Eton College Chapel, 
Eton contact Rosemairy Peirce 0865 
721330. John Slater is also looking for 
deaneries keen to host performances 
‘Happy Birthday Whatisname’ and for 
any keen actors who would like to par- 
ticipate (minimum age 9) Contact John at 
St Laurence House, 43 Lascelles Road, 
Upton, Slough, Berks SL3 7PW, tel 0753 
21004. 


Fri 1 Women’s World Day of Prayer. 
Fri 1 READING. District Council of 
Churches Women’s World Day of Prayer 
Service Salvation Army Hall, Anstery 
Road. 2pm. On Good Friday (29th) there 
is a procession from St James, The For- 
bury 10.30am. 

Sat 2 CHESHAM. Special charity con- 
cert by the British Continentals for the 
Sick Children's Trust and the Helping 
Hand Fund. 7.30pm St Mary’s Church. 
Sat 2 — Thurs 28 OXFORD. Joint ex- 
hibition Duncan Johnston: Essential 
Sculpture, of particular interest to the 
blind and partically sighted. Tapes and 
casette players available, but we recom- 
mend you bring the player with which 
you are familiar. Jean Zivkovic: Survival 
(paintings). Weekdays 12-2, w/ends 2-5. 
St Giles Church. Details: Margaret 
Williamson 08675 2498. 

Sat 2 WALLINGFORD. Concert by the 
Beechcroft Gospel Choir (seen on BBC 
TV Songs or Praise) Organised by the 
Friends of St Mary’s & Leonard’s Chur- 
ches. £3.50 (under 13s, £1.50) from 
Fountain Bookshop, Market Place. 
7.30pm St Mary le More (town centre). 
Details A Barr-Taylor, on Wallingford 
36153. 

Mon 4 OXFORD. Meeting in St Giles 
Church to discuss a proposed art loan 
scheme for churches. Interested church 
representatives and artists whose work 
embraces spiritual themes are invited to 
attend. Details: Margaret Williamson 
08765 2498. 

Mon 4 OXFORD, ‘changing Values in 
Schools and Higher Education’, Prof. 
Richard Pring, Dept of Educational 
Studies, Oxford. Final in lecture series 
‘Moral Choices in the 1990s’. The Old 
Library, University Church. Details: 
0865 243806. 

Tues 5 OXFORD. Meeting of Oxford 
Branch of Council of Christians & Jews. 
‘The role of Religion in Modern Israeli 
Politics’, by Dr Noah Lucas, Hebrew 
Studies Centre. 8pm, St Andrew’s, Lin- 
ton Road. Details: 0865 58178. 

Tues 5 READING. Reading Deanery’s 
new Evangelism Enabler, Jeremy Ander- 
son, will be licensed by the Bishop of 
Reading. Service begins 7.30pm at St 
Mary’s, The Butts Centre. 

Wed 6 CHESHAM. Julian Filochowski, 
Director of CAFOD, speaks as part of the 
Lent Programme organised by Chesham 
Fellowship of Churches: ‘Lord 

Remember Me’, 8pm Broadway Baptist 
Church. Details: Dr T Yates, 0923 
664341 or 0494 772914 evenings. 
Thurs 7 MILTON KEYNES. Con- 
nected with Creation — Learning from 
the World’s Poor’, a talk by Janet 
Morley, Christian Aid Adult Education 
Adviser. Part of a series of Lunchtimes 
in Lent on Renewing the Whole Creation. 
Speaker at 12.45pm, lunch at 1.30pm 
Church of Christ the Cornerstone, 551 
Silbury Blvd. Details: 0908 663291. 
SAt 9 EASTHAMSTEAD. Blue Peter 
bring-and-buy sale for their Romanian 
Appeal. 10am-2pm St Michael’s Parish 
Centre, St Michael’s Church, 
Crowthome Road. Details: 0344 425205. 
Sun 10 OXFORD. Come and sing 
Haydn: The Nelson Mass led by Peter 
Ward Jones, 8pm at St Giles Church. 
Details: Margaret Williamson 086725 
2498. 

Wed 13 CHESHAM. Revd David 
Gillman, Methodist Chaplain at 
Holloway Prison, speaks as part of the 
Lent Programme organised by Chesham 
Fellowship of Churches: Lord 

Remember Me’, 8pm Broadway Baptist 
Church. Details: Dr T Yates, 0923 
664341 or 0494 772914 evenings. 


Wed 13 UXBRIDGE. One Way to 
God’, an interview with the Rt Revd 
David Jenkins, Bishop of Durham. 
12.40pm, The Nave, St Margarets, 
Windsor Street. £1, concessions free. 
Tickets: 0895 31333. Enquiries 0895 
812193. 

Wed 13-Sun 17 OXFORD. Cumnor 
Parish Festival of Faith with Lee Abbey 
team, coffee morning, study groups, 
school visits , Thanksgiving service, St 
Michaels Sun, 17th, 6.30pm. Details of 
all events: Janet Gow 0865 862908. 
Churches: ‘Lord Remember Me’, 8pm 
Broadway Baptist Church. Details: Dr T 
Yates, 0923 664341 or 0494 772914 
evenings. 

Fri 15 CHESHAM. Music At Em- 
manuel. The Delos Quartet concert. 8pm 
Emmanuel Church, Broad Street. For 
Great Chesham Parish Building Project. 
Mozart, Shostakovitch, Schubert and 
Bridge. Entry by programme from 
Perfect Pitch, or Marjorie Davies 0494 
783034. 

Sat 16 OXFORD. A quiet afternoon at 
1 1 Norham Gardens. Space for quiet, 
alone or in company. Prayer and Taize 
chant and tea with the Ecumenical Com- 
munity. 2-5pm. Just come or ring 0865 
54885 for information. 

Thurs 21 OXFORD. Demonstration 
Seder at Oxford Jewish Centre. Organis- 
ed by Oxford Branch of Council of Chris- 
tian & Jews. Details: The Secretary, 0865 
58178 

Thurs 21 MILTON KEYNES. Spirit 
of Unity-Reflections from the World 
Council of Churches Canberra 
Assembly’ by Revd Elizabeth Welch. 
Part of a series of Lunchtimes in Lent on 
Renewing the Whole Creation. Speaker 
at 12.45pm, lunch at 1.30pm Church of 
Christ the Cornerstone, 551 Silbury Blvd. 
Details: 0908 663291. 

Fri 22 FINGEST. Healing Service with 
laying on of hands and annointing at a 
celebration of Holy Communion. 
10.15am St Bartholomews. Details: Revd 
Paul Nicolson 049163 781. 

Fri 22 MILTON KEYNES. The Ginger 
Pig, an authentic New Orleans Jazz Band 
in concert. For St Leonard’s Church, Lit- 
tle Linford. 8pm at Stantonbury Theatre, 
Milton Keynes. £5 from the theatre of by 
phoning 0908 612948/379515. 

Wed 27 CHESHAM. A performance of 
The Gospel According to St Mark’ by 
John Slater at the Elgiva. Part of 
Chesham Fellowship of Churches Lent 
programme. Details: Dr T Yates, 0923 
664341 or 0494 772914 evenings. 

Wed 27 UXBRIDGE. Clearing Away 
the Rubbish’. An evening with Christian 
satirist Adrian Plass and his wife Bridget. 
Tickets £4.50 (£4 in advance, conces-. 
sions £3.50/£3). 8pm The Nave, St 
Margarets, Windsor Street. Tickets: 0895 
31333. Enquiries 0895 812193. 

Fri 29 OXFORD. Stainer’s Crucifixion, 
performed by the Brookside Singers. 6pm 
St Luke’s Church, Oxford Road, 
Cowley. 

Fri 29 WHITE WALTHAM. Three 
Hours Service at St Mary’s Church. 12 
noon-3pm. Details: Revd T Coulson 062 
882 2000. 

APRIL 

Wed 3 COOKHAM ON THAMES. 
Kings Scholars, Cambridge. Choral and 
organ recital. Holy Trinity Church, 8pm. 
£6 (concessions £4) for Church Restora- 
tion Fund. Details: Jill Cawthome, Bur- 
ford House, Dean Lane, Cookham Dean, 
Berks SL6 9AQ tel 0628 484118. SAE 
please with postal requests. 

Sat 13 ABINGDON. ‘God and your 
Career: What does God want you to do 
for a living?’ A day for everyone in- 


terested in issues raised by the Church of 
England Report. Speakers: The Rt Revd 
Anthony Russell, Bishop of Dorchester 
and The Revd Dr Brian Horne, King’s 
College, London. 10am-4pm 6th form 
block. Cots wold School. £5 bring own 
lunch. Details: Elizabeth Higgs, The 
Dower House, Litchfield Farm, Enstone, 
Oxon OX7 4HH. Bookings by March 22. 

Wed 17 OXFORD. Lessons from 
Church Growth in Latin America’. A 
one-day study course by Oxford Centre 
for Mission Studies, the Evangelical 
Union of South America and the South 
American Missionary Society. 
10.30am-4.30pm at The Oxford Centre 
for Mission Studies, St Philip & St James 
Church, Woodstock Road. £25 inc. 
lunch. Details: OXMS, tel: 0865 56071. 

Sat 20 KIDLINGTON. Focus on 
Zaire’. Speaker from OXFAM at 1 lam, 
from the Mothers’ Union project in Zaire 
at 2pm. Lunch, stalls, exhibition, 
refreshments all day. 10.30am St Mary’s 
Refectory, Church St, Kidlington. 
Details: 08675 77214. 


Wed 24 - Sat 27 LONG CRENDON. 
Six plays from the 14th century York 
Mystery Cycle. Wed & Thurs £2.50, 
Fri/Sat plays & supper £13, plays only 
£5. Details and tickets Mrs Jill Wolfe, 
The Mound, Lower End, Long Crendon, 
Aylesbury. Bucks, tel 0844 208654. 

Fri 26 FINGEST. Healing Service with 
laying on of hands and annointing at a 
celebration of Holy Communion. 
10. 15am St Bartholomews. Details: Revd 
Paul Nicolson 049163 781. 

Sat 27 READING. ‘Focus on Drugs’ a 
day conference about local church and 
community responses to drug related pro- 
blems. Speakers include Dr Douglas 
Acres, Chairman, Magistrates Training 
Association, Andrew Chantry, East 
Berks Health Authority Drugs Team, Dr 
Judith Morgan, Consultant Psychiatrist in 
charge, St Giles Hospital. 10am-4.30pm 
Woodley Baptist Centre, Hurricane Way, 
Woodley, Reading. Details: Joan Ryan, 
UK Band of Hope, Freepost, London 
SE1 OYT, tel 071 928 0848. 


Rouse & Sadler 

HEALTHCARE 

58B High Street 
Aylesbury 
0296-41 5003 

EQUIPMENT FOR THE 
ELDERLY AND DISABLED 

GIVE US A CALL TO DISCUSS 
YOUR INDEPENDENCE AND 
EASIER LIVING AT HOME OR 
OUT AND ABOUT 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9-5.30 

58B High Street 
Aylesbury. 

Tel: 415003 



Blessed are the 
poor in Spirit 

The Church opened its penitential season (The ninth Sunday 
before Easter) with the reading of the Beatitudes. It was a 
suitable lesson, reminding the disciple of how far he has forfeited 
the glorious privilege of discipleship. 

But the attentive listener might well have been surprised at 
the first of the Beatitudes. Did not Jesus say: “Blessed are the 
poor (Luke) or “Blessed are the poor in Spirit” (Matthew). In- 
stead, he heard “Blessed are those who know their need of 
God”, which comes from the New English Bible. It is an in- 
spired translation, exactly catching the nuances of the language 
Jesus spoke.. For the word does not mean “poor” in the com- 
monly accepted sense. 

Those who have to sleep under the railway arches, or live in 
cardboard tenements, or beg for their living would not be in- 
clined to call themselves “blessed”. In the Hebrew parlance, 
even the rich could be blessed if they “knew their need of God”. 
On our Lord’s lips it is a warning to those, rich or poor, who 
choose to rely on their own resources; who are content with suc- 
cess or fame, and take the credit to themselves; those who seem 
invulnerable to the accidents of life, adequate for every con- 
tingency, confident, and untouched by infirmity. They forfeit 
the blessedness of conscious, humble dependence on God. 

The “poor in spirit”, on the other hand, who know their 
fallibility, who claim no honours, are conscious of their inade- 
quacy, are those who will be blessed, however unsuccessful in- 
the eyes of the world. After all, our Lord himself was despised 
and rejected of men. He was not esteemed by the world (Isaiah 
53). But he knew his need of God and was blessed. 

Lord Blanch is the archbishop of York and the author of many books. 
He lives near Banbury. 




VISCOUNT 

To achieve the sound of the traditional 

pipe organ Viscount uses the new 

technology of 'sampled sound' in the ^ '' ■ ' 

voices of our organs. You hear the SOUND 

of the pipe being played. 

Prices start at £525 for a small 'keyboard', and rise, over 
TWENTY models, to £15,000 for a digital/pipe organ, in single, 
two and three manuals — tab or drawstop format. 

We have over twenty agents throughout the UK and our 
showroom is in Watford. 

Please write for brochure to: VISCOUNT ORGANS LTD, 5 
Caxtonn Way, Watford WD1 8UA. Tel: (0923) 247437 or 
answerphone 071-370 3431. ^ 



Th „ BSO 

Banbury Banbury Symphony Orchestra 

Symphony Conductor: Raymond Head 
Orchestra Soloist: John Lill 

Piano: Great international Pianist 
Shostackovich — Festival Overture 
„ Delius — Song of Summer 

Sivelius — Karelia Suite 
Brahms — Piano Concerto No 1 in D minor 

SATURDAY 16th MARCH 7.30pm 

Deddington Church, Nr Banbury 

Tickets: £8.00 

Available from Tourist Information Centre 
Banbury Museum or The Post Office, Deddington 

Phone Booking on Banbury (0295) 750903 
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